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' the fountaine and founder of ey ery favaur: 
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TO THE : 


Right Worſhipfull Maſter MAW 


P Ek E Eſqure , PN eior of the Towne and Port 2 
SANDWICH; andto the Worſhipfull the IVRATES * 
his bretheren,the Common C ounſelland whole Corporat 
of the fame TOHN WING, doth wiſh Grave, 
and Peace,and all good, from the luing God), 


through the loue of our Lordleſus Chriſt, 
by the worke of the holy Ghoſt. 


be Ke: 


BEES Our former fayours, and the abundant 

2) fruits of your loue Right Worſhipfull, 
Bia and welbeloved in the Lord) which 1 

aShaue from time to time experienced; 
ever ne ic pleaſed the Lord to caſt affliction vpon 
_ externall ſtate, doe daily provoke and deep- 
ly challenge from me,the manife{tation of athank?2 
[l hart vnto you all, ro whoſe kindaeſſes I ſtand a 


Debtor much en aged rothis day. How [I haue de- 
frndmenpectiahe {ame in ſecretto him, who will 3 
reward youopenly, his holy Maicſty(before wha” 

, of | 


my continuall commemoractions of y hb 
made} do DE | 4 


before men. Him I doe ever confeſle, and pr 


19 e 2” 
firſt moover of mans hart to mercifullnes; auth " on. 


L blefſe for you all, and you all, andevery of yo: k-> ey "6 7 - 
him; ina- {much as you haue often miniltzed 


Y 
— 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORIE 
neceſhies and refreſhed me. I cannot but acknow- 
ledg you as his inſtruments of much good , moſt 
lovingly imparted to me and mine. | leaue you to 
heaven for recompence, in better bleſſings then the 
earth can yeelde. And my God ſhall ſupply all your 
neede according to his riches in glory by Chrilt le- 
ſus. All thatl can doe, is to acknowledg the debr, & 

It is morethenl am able rodoe,as | ouvhr. How be- 
it, by thele preſents, (as a witnes of your worthy fa- 
yours) | doc here preſent theſe firit truits of my pu- 
blike endeavours , and vato whome may they loe 
properly appertaine as vnto you; from whomel 
haue received hrit,and laſt {o1 many loue-tokens. I 
doe not crave your protection, bur your acceptation 
of chele poore labours. If I haue ſpoken truth, who 
neede, protect me: if not, wha can 2? all the powers 
'r.\crheayen alcicaoporremty & the 
le to ſuſtaineit ſelf againlt che gates of hell, 


; am privy to t00 much i ignorance,and Im- 
+: minde, I may faile in iudgmenr, & ſoone 

: vnſound paſlage, being herealone in 
'and, and (if I fall) having none tO 

| And were it not iniurious , and 
»4a"le t enterat your patronage , where 
+ Hvility of my miſcarriage. [ ſeeke 
. lovi2g entertainmentof it, as it is - [ 


tender 


EPISTLE DEDICATORIE 
tender it only as ateſtimony of my gratefull minde, 
deſiring g your beſt good by it, and ity ou {hall pleaſe 
ſo to receiue it, | have my delire,& 1 know my ab- 
errations 1n it ſhalbe paſſed by, and kindely pardo- 
ned.l will lay nothing of the matter containedin it, 
it wall ſpeake plainly, if you read it adviledly, If 
I ſhould enter vpon any diſcovery of the ltatether- 
of, I ſhould prefixe a longe epiltle to a litle booke, 
which is noe good "ESA, And therefore wal. 
lingly ſhortew? my felt, and draw to an end, with 
mine vncellant Wres of your endles 000d, thar 
the Lord may pleaſe ro abound rovwands you in all 

race,& hl your harts with heavenly favours; that 
FP borh in your publike ſtate & ſociety, in y nr pri- 
vate families, & every one particulerly,in his ovwvne 
ſoule and body , may be truly bleſſed , with ſuch a 
meaſure of all mercyes here,as may helpeyou all to 
the infinite glory of heaven gr ever,through leſus 
Chriſt both your Lord and ours, to whoſe good 
guidance I commende you, that you may beena- 
bled vnto ev ery good, and armed againſt all evill, & 
ſo worke out your ſalvation before him , who i Is +5, 
Lord over all,& rich vnto all, even God to bleſſed 
for ever, in him I reſt, 


From my houſein V \ſping Tour Worl hips vn{ayneadly , fo 
the 10.of Ngvemb.1620, all good within my poſu1b1 
IOHN V ING». 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


T is not my minde to make long narration of the cau. 

ſes of this my writing ; or to plead excuſes. I cannot 
complement incaſes of conſcience, 1 hope I ſhall not be 
pit to any 1y apoloziet in this particuler, If importunity of 
freinds (yea of ſome reverend tAliniiters) might have 
prevayled,it had beene abroad before now. E abundance 
of bookes (of thu ſubject) might hane hindred,it had ne- 
ver ſeene the light. But,as 1 dee me the former ſome com- 
fortable encourazment , (though no ſuf ficient warrant) 
to induce the public ation of our labours ; tnaſ-much as we 
may lawfully non-ſutt many (in ſome caſes) ) who intreat 
V5S;07 in ſome other we may ſend abroad the things which 
were never ſouzht of vs. So, the latter can be (to me) 
20 impediment at all but rather « ſpurre - forif ſo many 
* -one before me, ſhould not I follow : Were it not 

for me to ſit fill and doe nothing ,when others haue 

. much 2 If any ure the overplus of Printing and 

of Authors and Writers, let him carry this come. 

'0 the Divells mart, c# to the men whoſe preſſes, 

e doth imploy (> donbtles he will one day pay ) for 

t & ſale of ballads, play-bookes, & pamph- 

vcrof ſome are impure,ſome prophane , ſome idle, 

nall. 0 fgood bodkes the more,the better :it ts im. 

'0 ſurfet, where it us lawſull to covet, as in my 

' may, nay,we muſt. I much greive for their ſick 

nd eitate, who are cloy d with ſpirituall foode he 

es himſelf moſt full, 1s moit wofell. 1 I acknow. 

\ t Idoenot juſtify) my former reſiſtunce 10 this 

i" / now ſee the cnemy is potent, and hath done ſo 
much 


TO THE READER. 


much damage wvpon matrimony , that all the Lords army 
of faithfull warriours had neede be put in aray, and goe 
out againſt him. And becanſe we haue but very few En- 
liſh torces in this /and:1 ſeing the want,hane thervpon 
(though but weake) reſolved to make one , and to doe my 
beſt to reſcue the honour & happines , of this ordinance of 
God. My armour # not guilded nor my weapons damaſ kt, 
or engraven ; my care i 10 haue allef prooffe, no mat 
ter how plaine , for Tintended not 10 trayne , or make a 
flouriſh, but profeſſe 10 fight. This is buFthe firſt onſet, 1 
haue reſolved vpon a further encounter ,ſo ſoone as I can 
be furniſh't to goe againe into the feild. If thou reapeit 
any profit by this, pray for me in that , as I ſhall not ceaſe 
to doe for thee , that thou mayſt be enriched by thy rea. 
ding of holy Treatiſes ; and be made more wilc to know, 
and willing to doe, what is good, and what the Lord re. 
quireth of thee,T o whoſe grace, & good guidance, 1 com- 
mend thee , wiſhing thy beſt happines in Chriſt Ieſus , in 
whome I am 
Thine, ſo farre as I may further 
thee to him, 


IOHN. WING, 


Reader) bcfore thou reade 
toamend theſe tew taulrs 
which wrong the ſence. 
The Printer & I, dwelt fo 
farre a ſunder that 1 could 
not be ever preſcr.Beſides 
he being not of our nation 
was the more ſubjeft to 
aberrati6 in our language. 
Some other petty over 
ſights there are, both lire- 
rall, & punCtuall, which I 
notre nor, becauſe they are 
not many , nor of mach- 
conlequence, 


Be intreated (courteous Pag, Lin, 


, If, 
ſo 27, 

. 29, 
6, 3. 
8, 28, 
II, 2. 
bS. 9. 
$6. 7. 
45, 24, 
54, 1, 
59s 4+ 
76, 4. 
83. 12, 
83. 16, 
113. 2, 
102, 12 
Pag. Lin 
8. 29. 
24. Fo 
27, Dt, 
63. 39, 
F3o Fo» 

$3, 14: 
oy, 197. 
70. 27. 
92, $o» 
93. 14- 
95» 23s 
I03+ 3, 
I35+ 13» 


Words to be put out. 


Word: miſtaken, 


Error, CorreCtion, 
matter therof, matter ofchem. 
of Angur, of Augur. 
wherot home, wherot ſome, 1 
ceconomiall, orconomicall, 
to doe ein, to doe 1n., 
in that it, in that he. 
evercruwed, evercrowned, 
as able rhe, as able ro 
overloyignes, overlovipgnes, 


becauſe ot his, becauſe of this, 
Chriſt whocared, Chriſt who cured, 


or (at laſt) or (at lea! 

a favour to, a fayour of. 
from his one, from his owne, 
of the beſt, of the lea(t 


poorelt condition,pooreit affetion, 


Words to be put in, 
Error. CorreCttion, 
be fairnfulleſt, be the faithfulleſt, 
it be the, itro be the. 
pearle doth, pearle who doth, 
lefſe, whole, lefle thoſe whole, 


bur make them. 
gaine as much. 

vpon 10 his owne. 
IHaac 1n marriage, 
Saviour 1n, Saviour had in, 

both naturall, both ro naturall. 
inſtrument could, inſtrument he could; 
haue met a, haue met with a, 
with honor, wath her honor. 


CM -< cog errors. 


bur them, 
gaine much,” 
vpon his owne, 
Ilaac marriage, 


p1.8.lin.12 pur out the, pag.z. which, wherof, 


p.1i$, 1.29, put out A. 


p.3zo. founther, founder, 
P. 54+ carills, cavills, 
P+80. Woman, W omen, 
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DISCOVERED 
IN TWO SERMONS ON 
PROV. 12.4. 


A vertuous Woman is the (rowne of 
| her Huſband. 


999 


Sv 


P f 


Bf Aving ſo ſmall a parcell of this The pre. 
D parte of holy writt,to handle & pale #4: 
through, as 15 contained in theſe few 
ewords which, (vpon thepreſented oc. 

b © calion)I hauc rcad vnto you, it is not 
my purpole or meaning,to put my ſelf to much bu. 
ſincs,or to rake VÞ your auchence,about the genera» 
litics of the whole booke of the Proverbs, intiiting 
in any amp!e or tedious preamble, either COncer- 
ninge the Author., orthe Matter, or he Mcthode 
of the ſame ; only inawordor two , (for introduc- 
tion to our tcxt) it ſhall not beamitle, to giue you 
alitle light, touching each of them, remember 
therefore, and recciue in breiterhus much, 


A The 


) 


2 THE CROWNE CONIYVGALL 
Tneautioi ot The Author of this booke was Solomon, the ve 


the Proverbs 
was Solomon, 


firſt verſe of the firſt chapter doth ſignify ſo hw 4 
vnto vs, it beinge entituled [THE PROVERBS OF 


SOLOMON.) Andift wel hall examine what, and 
who he was , vpondue ſcarch , he will ſoone be dil- 
cerned,to be one of the happieſt men that was cver 
His threefolde hgrne of women , whether we conſider him in his 


Kate. temporall, ſpirituall , or eternall, cſtatc. 


Temporall, Touchinge his temporall condition, it was from the 
beginning very honorable , and in the progreile 
therot, he grew to be excccding admirable. By 
Birth he was a Kings ſonne, and atter , by Szcceſ- 

| Ecclef. 1.1.12. (yy he became a King himſelf; yea, a King of 

Exod. 19. 5.6, Iſrael (the only nation which the Lord did honour 


Deur.29.i18.19 and chulc out to be 1 Church, and Kin 
1 K1Ng,. 10. 23, 


Mar, 6, 26, 


gdome, his pe. 
culiar people,and cheife treaſure) and of all the Kings 
of Iſracll, he was the moſt renowned, and did excecll 
in riches, in royalty, and in all other regal emmencies 


whatſoever, all, that {lwaycd the kinglyſcepter , ci- 
ther betore the divition and rending of the King=- 


dome, or after. 


Spiritual. In his ſpir:tualleſtate he was inferiour to none, 
whome he excecded in his temporal. How many 


23 Sam, 7. 22. 


loue-tokens did the Lord bcſtow vpon him cven 
from his birth. Nay , betorc his birth , 4:4 not God 


1 Kings 9.45. make many [wecte promiſes (as preſages ot him) to 
1 Chioo.:2 9. his Father © and fume allo to himſclt afterwards 2 
z San. 12, 25+ DzAnot God giuc him both his names of PEACE & 
LOVE: S$0LOMON,lignitying PEACEMAKING, 
TIEDIDIAH \igmitying BELOVED OF THE 


EF 


LORD: Had he not a hart of moſt gracious diſpo- 


fitvn, 


») Cant 


buildinge of Gods moſt glorious templec,the materi; * gre 22496 
All frame,the artificiall forme, and all the ceremoni- © * I 


THE SPOVSE ROYALL Li 


ſition, when it being in his choiſc what he would 

defire , he aſked grace rather then riches, or any earthly * Chron. rs. 
adwnatage vnder heaven? Did he not receive (accor- * * 
dingeto his requeſt) an admired & vamaichable mea- 1 King. 3. 28. 
ſure of extraordinary wiſdome & vnderſtanding* whers- "_ Phe 
by hedid manage his mighty aftaircs , diſtributing ? OY 
mercy and juſtice in a proportion molt cquall a- 

mong his people, #0 their owne,, and ſtrangers aſts- , xings, to. 6; 
niſhment? Was be not {ct on worke by the Lord him- 7. 8. 

ſelt in two_peereleſſe employments © to wit, the 


alT offices , ordinances , and adminiſtrations wher- 
of, were entruſt : Ron him to order & ditpole, ac- 
cordinge tothe miAand cammandement of God 
(to him alone)in that behalt revealed * which when 
he had accordingly performed, theLord ſet him vpo 
aſeccond more excellent ſ{crvice, and made him one 
of his principallſecretaryes,amonge thoſe holy ones, 
eh: peculiarly aſſigned of God, anddivine» 
ly inſpired , to bethe penmen of the ſacred Scrip- mo «x of 
ture,three bookes wherot,and one Pſalme ,(as ſome may be read af 
doe very probably , it not cceartainly conclude) doe Solomon , as 
bcare his name, and the lait of the three, is affirmed + away ned 
(by ſome of protound judgment) to be a myitrcall & +, nies, 
moſt excellent Prophecie, Laitly, was he not ſundry 
waycs anotable type and {haddow of Iclus Chriit 
our Lord , the Prince of peace , and beloved Sonne of 
bi Father whome in many perticulers he did moſt 
manifeſtly repreſent. 

Andall thele conhiderations of his moſt excellent Ecernall, 

A 2 qua- 


The Matter of 


de Proyerbs., 


The Methode 
of the Pro- 
verbs in gene- 
rall. 


£ THE CROWNE CONIPGALL 


qualifications, witha multitude more of very preg» 
nant and obſcrvable paſſages , (not appertaying to 
VS now to enquire into,) arc they not moſt cyident 
and abundant confirmations ot his happines and 
beſt beinge touching 45 e#ate eternall, whereypon 
notwithſtanding, divers, (even amonge divincs) 


havenor alitle doubred , but demurr'd much , as it 


It were within any poſſibility , yea, or probability, 
to be concluded, that ever any hypocrite,or repro- 
bate, could pertake inthele extraordinary praro- 
gatives,to be thus forerolde,thus extituled, thus qud- 
lifyed , thus employed , thus every way honoured , as 
we hauc ſcenc he was. wh 
Now trom the Author of th do crbs , wemay 
put on to the Matter thee, Which , what itis , the 
torce-named inſcriptio,or title, doth tell vs, a booke 
of PROVERBS,or PARABLES. And whcras the 
booke of God doth mention to vs ſundry ſorts,and 
ſevcrall kindes of Parables and Proverbs, this booke 
comprechendeth init ſelf, and delivereth out vnto 
vs, ſomeotf cach forte and kinde,it beingean admi- 
rable nurſery ot all divincvaricty,a holy mixture of 
hcavenly matter,contrived into wonderfull brevity, 

ct with apparant per/þrcutty, albcit, there be luch a- 
196" oe and plenty couched and enclotcd in ſo 
litle cornpalle. 

The Matter of the booke being manifeſt, we may 
allo acquaint our [clues with the cAerhode of the 
ſame : which inthefirlt nyne chapters , is evidently 
differing from the reſt ſuccceding , for wheras 
They arc rhctorically diſcurliive and dependant 

in 


Has”. + 


ST 
CheS<4 
— a. 


THE SPOVSE ROYTALL. 5 


in their perticulers , being ful of all gracious coun- 
ſells and ſweete encouragements toall good, back't 
and abetted with ſounde inducements and ſtrong 

rovocations of reaſon ; as al'o ſcrious diflwafives 
Roms dangerous evills , havinge heavenly caveats 
and wholeſome preſcrvatives,annexed,toarmeand 
enable vs againſt the: The reſt of the chapters to the 
laſt, doe conliſt moſtly, (if not wholy) of a marvc1- 
lous multiplicity oF Various and 1 dare ſen- 
tences , evcry chapter bcinge (as it were) atrealury 
of it ſclfe , affording vs muchand manitolde heven- 
ly matter,ever ſomethinge, of every thinge, that might 
furthervs in our practiſe, to tollow things that are 
holy in theſclucs, and happy to vs, deterringc(allo) 
and affrighting all harts , trom all actions, impious 
in their nature , pernitious to vs, and accuried of 
God, that ſoe we might be made wiſe to walke ac- 
eurately (or exquiſitely) inthe way , that lead'es vsto 
ctcrnall lite. 


It were no ſmall difficulty to bringethe perticu- In particuler, 


lers of every chapter (there beinge loc litle coha- 
rence) into an ordinary , and orderly diſtribution, 
only we may reduce them all , to theſe three heads, 
or kinds, that follow. 

The Proverbs of Solomon contayned in twenty 
chapters, fromthe nineth tothe end of the thirtieth 
(we take in thoſe of Amgur 100, cap. 29,) comprehend 
matter, wherot: kewe is POLITICALL, ſuchare 
all proyerbiall inſtructions as appertaine to king- 
domes, monarchies , andall other mighty ſtates c1- 
vill, tor the well managing ot the emincntaffures 

A 3 of 


k 


Entrance into 
the Tix I, 


6 THE CROWNE CONIVGALE, 


of men , inthatmoſt publike and moft principail 
ſociety betweene Soverargnes & their Subjects, Prin- 
ces and their People : Some 15s OECONOMIALL 
contayning inturmations for tamilics , (a farre 1n- 
feriour locicty to the tormer) that every fort of Su- 
periour's , and Inferionrs, might be well ordered to 
cach other, ſuch as are, the Huſband and the Wife, 
Father & Childe, M aſter and Servants, every one of 
whoſe dutycs and directions, are delivered and layd 
downe in many places. Some is PERSONALL, 
Inſtructing all ſtates & ſorts of men (eycrally, how 
to demcane themlclves intheir private condition, 
in all paſſages of their coverlation, both betore the 
Lord in things divine, and before men, in matters 
of the worlde. Andin ſome one of theſe three ſub- 
jects, is every chapter taken vp, and vnto thele the 
particulers cf them all, haue their proper retcrence, 
as the wiſcand heedetull Reader may vblcrve. 
Theſe things beinge thus premiſed, we may now 
the better thinke vpon the way to our text, which 
beinge one of theſe tamous Proverbs, belongeth to 
the ſecond fort of matter before mentioned, to wit, 
that which 1s forthe family,for, (you ſec) it treateth 
ofa Waite , which 1s the belt member therof (tor the 
Huſband is the head, both of her, & the houſe roo,) 
cclling vs,thatluch a Witc one may have , as may be 
a MatrimoniallCrowne,to him,who 1s the Oeconomicall 


Solomondoth Head. And ccartanily , it 1s wellworth our noting 


abounde 1n 


this lubject. 


to obſerve, how abundant and copious Solomon 

is inthis ſubject ofa Wiucs dilcovery,both in theſe 

Proverbs, and in that other booke ot his , evkulod 
Egclte 


% 


6 ws 4 a 


THE SPOVSE ROT ALL. ; 


Eccleſiaſtes. Surcly, ſome rcaſon may be conceived, 
why he ſhould ſay more then every man in this 
matter , doubtlefle there is ſomthinge int, that he 
doth ſoinfiſt vpon it: to ſay as thetruth 1s, he hada 
double Schoolcmalter to teach him this one leflon, 
and indeedec he learned much of them both ; he was 
taught, not only by divine inſpiration from God, but 
allo by deare experience of hiwowne , both which, 
made him ableto ſpeake loc plentitully in this per- 
ticuler aſhc hath done. 

All that he faith andinſiſteth vpon, is, Either the What Solo- 
vncoveringe of the ſinfullnes and {hame of the evull Rn > 
and adulterous woman , that her filthy nakednes ap- 
pearing , he may be abhorred of all men ; Or the 
comendation of herthat is good and gracious, that i he 
might be manifeſted in her excellency , and men 
might be enamoured with her. 

of the former, he make's plenary diſcovery , and Of he vill, 
doth derect all,andevery of herſubriletlerghrs and 
dangerous devices, whereby \ he ſcduceth, as alſo 
the damnable events of them, touch as are teduced 
by her, thatſoc ſhe , and her ſnares , may be diſcer- 
ned , and had in due excecration , and loathing , of 
all men who by want of this wiſlome might be be- 
witched with her. 

Of the latter, wc haue a delineation both of her ſelf, Of the good, 
and all her ſinguler qualifications , that every man 
may know the worth of a gracious wite, how exccl- 
lentſhe is in her (elf, & how commodivus and com- 
fortable (every way) to him that doeth obrainc her, 
to the cnde, {he might be carctully ſought, of thoſe 
A 4 that 


The reaſon 
WY, 


by] 


What we 


learne from 


B - THE CROWNE CONIVGALL. 


that wantſucha one, and much ſet by , and in pre- 
CLOUS ACCount with all, who areſo happily ſped. ' 
And 1 rely , Solomons extraordinary endeavour 


hum, hercia, and diligence , in the declaration of the beit and 


Nothe thus, 


wor#t of Wives, arifing , (as was obſerved) not only 
fromGods 7nſþrratio, but alſo from his owne experitce, 
eſpecially,inaTTthar he ſpeake's touching the cvill 
woman, doth (by eb way) giue vs to vnderitand, 
and imitate,a good leflon , which (herin) his prac- 
tiſc teacheth viitovs , and that 1s this. Thatin what 
evills ſocver we haue becne moſt foule, & tallen 1n- 
tothe greateſt the diſhonour of God, & into prac- 
tifes molt ſcandalous before men,ftor them we mult 
be extraordinarily humbled, & witneſſe our repen- 
tance, bytheripping vp of the bottome and bo- 
wells of the ſame, not hyding , or ſparing , any 
thing that lycth in our power to lay open , tothe 
full intormation of others touching the nature of 
that impicty , and the notorius perill therot. Noe 
man more grotlc then Solomon in this one fin, and 
bcholde, he who was the greateſt rranſereſſor in it , is 
now become the be/t — maſter both to keepe 
mcn owt , that arc in danger to be overtaken, and to 
get men out, thatarc allready cntangled in the mi- 
{crablc ſnarcs ofthe wicked woinan. 

And as he hath done in this, ſoc would it well be- 
come vs to do win any impiety that gettch power 8 
domination over vs, the fowleſt pratticioner of it, mult 
befaithfulleſt preacher againſt it; the Lord lookes, 
that he who hath moſt iniurcd , and wounded his 
honour, by his evill practiſe , ſhould be moſt wil- 
; ling, 
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ling, & watchtull, ro heale it inhimſclt,, anl helpe to 

ayne it in others by witnelling to the worde, the 
wofull ſtate ofthe fin, and the pittitull phghtyfrhe 
perſons thatare caught in the ſame. True rczen« 
tance will reproach tin to the vttermoſt,and mike 
it as loathlometo others, as it was beloved of ory 
ſclucs. So did Solomon here ; toc muſt all Saints doe 
tor ever. 


Butler vs returne : by all thatis ſayd by him, of Solomons wifs 


both ſorrs of Wiues, or Women , I wcllſce, it will 
{et the wiſlome of Solomon a worke , (and finde it 
worke enough too) to ſ-t forth , and diſcover, the 
compleat ſtate of a good ite , and an evilt , they 
thatarc naught being ſoc extreamely bad, and vn- 
ſpcakeably nuſchervous , thatan ordinary wit , will 
notlymme them out, and they that are good, ſuch 
excecding andvmnatchable mercies , as cannot be 
ſufficietly diſcovered by any, bur either, by the Lord 
that made them, or, by ſuch men , = 
enjoycd them. _The wiſdome of heaven, and the wi- 
( ;/ on carth arc fitteſt, to decypher both theſe be- 
forcvs. 
But we will let the wicked Woman paſſe for the 
reſent , ſeing the words of our Text, treate of no 
Other bur of her that 1s cxccllent,and no other Text 
(that I know(ſpeake's more of her cxcellencic then 
ours, tor it faith, {he 1s the Crowne of him that hath 
her, foe we reade,, [A wvertnom Woman uw the Crowne 


dome nrereſt 
to dilcover 
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im haue ” 
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of her Huſ band}. Vnto the more particular,and plc- The order of 
nary conlideratio, of which words, let vs now draw handling the 


necre,andicttle ourielucs to the lcarch,and furvey, 
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both of rletruc Interpretation , Diviſion,and Inſ{ruc. 
tron thy may be foundc1n them. 
Interpreta- Amn« firſt tor Interpretation , let vsſecke out their 
—_ ſence, by a particular expoſition of every word in 
hisowne order. x 
A WOMAN, touching this fi: ſt word [Woman] 
we will not ſtande vpon any cur/045 or cabaliſticall 
notation of this name (by which ſhe was namcd,) 
or play with the worde, cither in theoriginall lan- 
ouages,or inthe Latinas In Our OWNC TONgUC- It 1$ 
the manner of too many, who over-affect nicitics, 
to invent vanitics, andthen to vent them to the 
world. This tintull dallance with ſacred things we 
(worthily) account deteſtable in Icwes , and can it 
be tollcrable in Chriſtians « They not knowing 
tic mcaninge of thc ſpirit, like blinde men orope 
the letter, and would fainefeele that inthe ſy/lables 
ofa word, which the Lord hath layd vp in the ſence, 
? and made matter offaich-indefectw therof,their do- 
rages arcnotorious and wonderfull ; into which (or 
ſomeſuch, or ſome worle) they fall who inclineto 
the ſame courſe, and take pleaſurc in things that 
Cannot profit. 
The Woman That which we may ſafely recciue tor truth, (tou- 
j had three  ching the particular now in hand) 1s this : that the 
> pow . Woman had three names,one given her of God who 
made her ; othcr :wo of Adan , Oi whome , and tor 
whome , ſhe was made. 
One of God. That which God gauc her , was the ſame he gaue 
him [ADAM] acommon nameto them both,  be- 


Caule the carth was the common matter of both 
thcir 
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their bodycs. Herof the holy ghoſt is witnes in that 


- &laith ſhe called their name, CAD AM,] Andhenceit Gen. s, r,u; 


is,that (even in this regard) a || Man-kinde, and Wo- 
man-kinde & the poſterity of them both , are ofren 
called AD A Mas wefinde very trequently inthe py, g. 4. 
Pſalmes, in every of which; what we read of man or Pal 35. 6, 
the ſon Qf man, 15 generally ro be takenas intended Plat. 49. 2. 

SO : Gans —+5 Pla, 42.9. 
of both ſexes, the words [andtherr meaning) being 
as true of Womenas Men , inaſmuch as the bodily +» 
comition of them both, materially, is all one, being 
made glorious and immorrtall, at the firſt by Gods 
creation , but having made themſclues ignomini- 
ous, and ſubje&t to vanity through thuir owneTe- 
bellion. 

The namcs that Adam (no queſtion but by Gods Two of Adam 
dirc&tion) gaue her, were two, and both proper to 
her (elf, as the other was common to both. 

T he firſt of the two,is that which we call{ 9 M AN] The firlt, 

thenameof her exe /as the former was, of. her ſub- 
ſtance) and as ſhe was taken out of him , ſoc is her 
name, of his name WOMAN of MAN in Engliſh; 
(iſchah, of i(ch) in Hebrew ; and (among the old La- 
tines V+tRATaword fiow Worne out of-vſe) of 


VIR. WOMAN isasmuchasſhce-man,oraman- 
neſſe, a peice, orpart of aman,and therefore called 
Woman , asthe Man himlclt giues the reafon of the Gen. 2, 23! 
appellation. As for that common tancy,ot Woman, 
becauſeſhe was a WOE to MAN, it1s but a grofle 
Engliſh gloſle, groundlcs and truitles, ycafintull & 
ſencelelle, being, contradictory toGods intention 
inthe cade of her creation which was mans weltarc) 

B 2 and 


The ſecond. 


Gen.z3.20« 


Women. 
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and carrying only a verball conſonance of ſounde in 
our language, but noc ſoxndrnes,of truth that can be 
concluded , In ours, Oorany other tongue, from any 
ſuch fonde,and idle ctymologic, flowing tron: ſome 
mens diſcontent, not from every womans deſcrt. 

The latter was HEY AH, aname , ncither ot her na- 
ture,nvr {cxc, bur of her fruitfullnes,as the realon an- 


nexed doth evidence, becauſe (ſaith Adam) ſhe was 


the mother of all living , this her name HEV AH figni- 
{ying in ourEnglil h,nothing but LIFE or LI['LNG. 

Bur on the word WOMAN we will notinfiſt or 
dwell,itis more meete wel hould enquire what Wo- 
mas Our text doth contayne & intende,and this we 
ſhal che more ealily & evidently diſcerne,it we take 
knowledg that theScripture doth, vnder this worde 
[WOMAN comprehende,and deliver out vnto vs, 
more things then one,the ſundry ſorts whereof, will 
appeare, it we endeavour wilcly to diſtinguiſh the 
fame, inthe ſevecrall ſenſes , it hath in the Scripture. 


Three forts of The booke of God maketh mention of M'omen of 


divers kindes, butall of them (1f 1 miſtake not) ma 
be reduccd to one of theſe heads;either the M cal, 

Naturall,or Matrimonial!, Woman. 

TheMyſtical Woman,is foude in TheSeriptures to be 

the embleme or repreſcntation of 2ood & ewill, The 

ſacred & betoved ſpoulcof Icſus Chriſt(cotiſting of 
immerable both men cf women,in whome the Lord ta- 
keth pleaſure, & his foule delighterh in her,as in his 
fayre one,who is all glorious within ; 1s called a Woman, 
as he thatreadeth & colidereth may ſec, both by the 


'F Rev. 12, 1. 2. Prophet Hoſea,8 by Saint Tohn in his Revelation. The 


Church malignant allo in her filth & jmpurity ſpiri- 


tuall, 
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ruall,loathed ofthe Lord becaulc ſhe is the [mother rey 17. and 

of fornications] the bawde & Beldame of all myſticall cap.18, 

vncleancs, the capitall 2»cane, and moſt notorious 

ſtrumpet of the world, beloved & marricd, of thedi- 

vell, ſhealſo is called aWomar , by the wildome of Rev 14: 44 

God, ſpeaking entgmatically 3(but vndoub- ©P: 7+ 3+ 
TE 


tedly at Antichriitian Synagogue which bein 
alrcady,infalliblely detected to be heart 
church,Chal induc time(thongh ſhe bleſſe her ſelf,in the Rev. 18. 7. 
meane timec)be rujnated, & for ever confonded. Nay, 

all impicty and wickednes , whether z» truc or tallc 
churches,or out of both, among /ewes, Turks, Pagans, 

or any Infidells,is reſembled by a Woman in Zecharies 7<-5.7+8, 
11110 But with this Woman we meddle not,our text 

hath nothing to doe with any thing that is 2y/ficall, 

Thenextis the NATVRALL Woman,by whome 

we vnderitand the man focminine , or the temale of 
man- kinde,all the daughters of men,arc properlcy 
called Woman in what age or cſtatc Parndane oe” 4 
of infancy , childhood , virginity , matrimony , or 
widdow-hood , all thelſcarc Women. 
The laſt is the Woman Matrimontall, & her alone we 
call a Wife, beinge a Woman vnder marriage, cither 
only iminate, in tearms of contradt or betrothing, Deut.22 24.24 
(yer, called a Wife (though a virgireallo)both in the loel. 1. 8. 
olde, & new Teſtament) or compleate, and conſummate Vat, 1. 28, 
called evera Wite , & no more a Virgine. For though 
to be called aN7fe,and a irgine doe well accorde,to 
her that is only aftanced,yct,arc they oppoſed as i»- 
compatibleto her that 1s fully marricd,(by the Apoſtle) 
who treatcth of both, & doth in this manner diſtin- 
guilhthem. B 3 And 
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And this is the Woman we haueto doe withall, to 
wit,the Naturall Woman , conly dered in her abſolute 
Matrimonial condition , enducd with celeſtial qualifi- 
cation,cvcn with picty and holines, graccand good- 
ncs, the notice wherofoffereth it ſelt vnto vs in the 
next word ; a Woman of ſtrenzth. 

OF STRENGTH] we rather rcadeitthus, then 
(as viſually itis read) a verinorus Woman , becaulc, 
(though no other then the vertuous can be here vn- 
derſtood) this reading 1s more litcrall according to 
the originall Text, and better ſorteth (inthe bet 
ſence of the worde) with the ſcttinge out and deli- 
ncation of ſuch a one as the Holy Ghoſte doth mcane 
in this place to make knownevnto vs. 

In holy writt we finde this phraſe or forme of 
ſpeech affirmed of ſuch perſons as were thought fir- 
teſt ro be eminent and meete to order and manage 
(as Magittrates) the publike good of the whole peo 
ple. tethro the father in law of Moſes doth adviſc him, 
torthe caſe of himſelfe,and the more equal admini- 
ſtration of Iuſtice among thoſe over whome God 
had entruſted him ; to chuſe out and ſelect from a- 
mong them ſuch , as they ſhould tinde to beſmen of 
ſtrength] | andtheſe he deſcribes (that all men might 
know the men, he meant) to be ſuch as were endow- 
cd, with thoſe graces which miFht enable them to 

bearerule in all: important bulines , and alſo tree, 
from thoſe evills which in all men are accounted 
hatefull,but in Magittrates,helliſh. So thar cycry One 
may {ce that by « a man of ſtrength Gods} piritmca- 
neth a man of picty , and vprightnes, of grace mw 
g00 
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good parts, one that being a good man, may alſo (by 


the ſtrength of grace appearing in him) become 4 
good Maziitrate. The ſtrength here,and in our Text, 
not lignifyinge,cither oxly,or principally, the created 
vigor ornaturall ability of the body(a quality,com- 
mon to beaſts with men but the ſpirituall yertue or 
powerof God rexeved in the foule and body, by 
which both are ſupported againſt the power & do- 
mination of {1n, which fin of ours, is properly our 
{pirituall weaknes,the trucſt impotency, and imbe- 
cility that 1s in vs,ſcing 1tisa degeneration from , & 
a privation gf, that ſtate of grace which we once en- 
joyd i» Adam,wherein, & whereby, he had ſtrength 
and abiliry (and he might haue kept it if he would) to 
hauc ſuſtayned himlclt, and vs , againit therageand 
poylon ofall impurity whatſoever, & to haue {tood 
in holy and happy perteCtion of nature , and grace, 
to this moment. From which excellency ſcing we 
are declined and hauclet our glory goe, the Lord 
when he ſpeake's of vs now , doth deſcribe vs to be 
moſt traile and impotent creatures,fuch is the Apo- 


W har is trug 


weakncs, 


{tles phraſe [while we were yet of no ſtrength] which Rom. 5.6. 


manner of ſpeakinge beinge clearly oppoſite to this 
in ourtext, (and notinge out our ſtare of corrup- 
tion and impicty,(as 1s plain in the next words)doth 
evidently expound Gods mynde and mcaninge to 
be thus much. That by «4 Woma of ſtrength he would 
hauc vs vnderſtand a Womi of grace, one in whome 
holines prevailcth, and preparcth herto be the true 
glory of him that hath her, that he may finde her 
truly comfortable and bencticiall ro him (elf , and 
B 4 his 
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his family ; ſuch a Woman of ſtrength is in this text 
mtenacd, andinthe laſt chapter of this booke from 
the tenth werſe to the end, (by many good qualities 
both cvill and ſpirituall)at large detcribed. This glo- 
ry of hers,and honor oft her Huſband, by her good- 
nes,doth iſſuc from the next worde CROWNE. 

A Woman of ſtrength 1S the CROWNE] IS] 
thart is to lay, s ke, identity, is often affirmed inthe 
letter , where no more then {ume ſemblance or {imi- 
lirudeis mcant in the ſence, many inſtances might 
be given wherinthings are litteraly ſayd to be 145, 
or that , whenas only ſome /{ikenes therevnto 1s to 
be vnderitood. 

THE CROWNE] there arc ſcverall acceptations 
of this worde, bur all the Crownes we can ftinde men- 
tioned inthe Bzbie, are of two kindes, cither proper 
or metaphericall, 

Properly a Crowne is that Royall ornament , Or 0Ynd- 
ment of Royalty , which being the glorious cnſigne 
of Majeſty & Soveraingnity, 1s to be worne only of 
Kings, andſuchas hauc prerogatiue of ſupreme Tu- 
riſdiction , & impcriall authority over peoples and 
natios. Andthis 1s the native meaning ofthe word, 
as may be {cenc 1n many places that might be alcd- 

cd. 

cAretaphorically,or, ina borowed ſence , a Crowne 
comprehendeth within the com paſſe therot, what- 
locycr extraordinary dignity or prahcminence, 
God doth beſtow vpon a man to make him glo- 
rious1nany good, whether inthings T exporall, Spi- 

#ituall, or Eternall, 
lo 
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In Temporall ſtate, many things are called crownes: Temporal 
Az it (elf, and the grand. children of the aged arc =_— 6-26 
CROWNES, Thegarland or laurel of him that pre- Prov.17.6 
vayleth and is vidtorzons in his enterpriſe, 15 layd to » Tww.z.5, 
be the CROWNE of him that ftriverh. Theattlu&ce 
or abundance of all truirs , through the tertility of 
theſcaſon, 1s tayd to be the Crowne of the earth. Ina Pal. £5.22, 
word;all the preſent bletlings which the Lord doth 
inany cminent, & abundant mcaſure, beſtow v pon 
any, beyond the common ſtraine of mens ordinary 
eſtates, inriches, 1n reputation , orany carthly fa- 
Vours arcallo called a CROWNE as is moſt cleare 
in obs complaint, who lately enjoying, but now 
wanting , all theſe , being deprived otthem, and 
brought into deepe diſtrefſc , he bewailed his wo- 
full citate , thus : [He hath taken my CROWNE from lob 1y.s, 
my head | chat s toſay, all my riches and proſperity, 
all my renowne and glory , all my wealth, all my 
worth,is loſt and gone. 

In Sprituall ſtare, all heavenly comforts with the Spiricuall 
penfEr nes, & effects ot them arc intituled Crownes. Crownes, 
So the Lord isiaydroſCROWNE h1s people with Plal.1oz 4. 
mercy and comp aſston] hc being the cauſe trom whom 
1t 15 comunicared freely v nto vs. So the Church 
mournctully be *moancth , the death of good [o/1ah, 
who was the meanes Of their belt good, ſayn 18 [The Lam. 16, 
CROWNE of our head is fallen. So, Paul having gra” 
cious & proſperous ſuccetlc inthe cetiect of * kis mi- 
niſtrey among the Theſſalonians , he telleth them, 
yee are my CROWNE: and ſocinthe fame manner he : Theff 2.19, 
ſpcaketh to the Philippians. Pa. 4.1, 

C In 
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In our Eternal! ſtare we reade of a CROW NE , of life 
and immortality.ota CROWNE of rightconſſe, ot a 
CROW NE of glory. By all which,arc mcant thoſe, e- 
rernall, inconccyable, and intimte feliciryes which 
Chriſt hath purchalcd , andallrruc Chriſtians ſhall 


—- CO — 


in duc time, be tor everand ever crowed with him. 
Now amid(tallchis multiplicity of Crownes , our 
Text intend's a temporall,to wit,that which is Conju- 
gall. And Solomon, who atlure's vs thatagood Wite 
15{ucha Crowne, would have vs to know thereby, 
that ſhe is a wonderfull favour , and amarvcilous 
honour, to a man, (being vnto him his glory , and 
his 10y)& that, he that hath gotten ſuch a one may, 
(in good ſence) be ſayd to be Crowned of God in mare 
r1age, as betore, the yeare was ſayd to be crowned with 
mercy. And thatthis expoſition was the mynde of 
Solomon (or rather the meaning ot the Holy Gholtc) 
appcarcth , not only our of the torcnamedallega- 
tions, butallo trom the oppolite, part {or antitheſts) 
of the text,in the rcefidue of this tweltth verſe, wher- 
in, anevill wife 1s ſrydro bea mans 1nfamy,areproach 
to him outwardly, and morcover,a ſecret plagne, even 
as aworme,or rottennes to him wmwardly, which doth 
(at once) both extreamely paine, & vtterlv colume, 
him who 1s wotully wedded to her: called in the laſt 
word of thoſe we have read , her #H»ſh21d. 
Ofher HUSA*AN D} which name or appcllation, 
is both zaken vp by God humlelt,, and by hum g-ven, 
to 


a 
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toſome men. He taketh it, and intituleth himſelfa 
HVSBAND , when he 1s pleaſed to have reterence 
to his people 1n their Church-eitate , conlidering 
them in their holy comunion they have with him, 
and (in him) with one another , and theſe he faith be 
will marry in everlaſting loue and faithfullnes to him- 
ſelf. He givethit ynto ſome men, (as we noted be- 
torethe name Wife was given to ſome women, ) to 
all ſuch as arc in part entred, or have wholy enter- 
tayned a Matrimoniall condition. A manin marriag 


Lat. 54. fs 


Ho, 2, 19. 297 


incompleate,is ityleda HUSBAND,(though his ma- Ioel. 1.8, 


trimony be not conſummatc) as well as they who are 
abſolutely married, 

Andrthus , having ſounded theſe words (though 
too ſhallowly! and examined cvery of them a-parr, 
we hauc found their ſeverall meaning. Now,1t joint- 


ly and breifly, - man dctirc to hauc the {cnce oft 


themall, ſumm'd v p together, we may thus recceiue 
the ſame. [4 Woman,or Wife, that is endued with hea- 
wvenly graces from God , is a ſurpaſsing favour, an ſinzu« 
ler bleſsing to the Man that hath her , her graces being 
the greateſt grace and glory to him , that he can hauc a- 
mong the mercyes of this life , ſhe Crowneth him with re. 
nowne , and joye's him with comfort , beyondall other 
earthly bleſsines.] 

So much for the expoſition of the words. 

Their Diviſion, is the next thing we haue to doe, 
wherin, (there beingno dithculty we will be breite. 
The parts are calyand perip1cuous : all that we can 
percciue, & doe purpoſe to proſecute in them, doth 
draw it (elf, & 15 comprized vnd-ra double contide- 
ration, C 2 Either, 


a) 
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meaning of 
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Diviton. 
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Either, that is which is 79ynt and general, in all the 
words taken together, & lo, they containe, the due 
comendation oa good wife, 

or,thatwhich is particular, & ſeveral, if we take the 
whole 1n pceices, andthen we finde, theſe parcells. 

Firſt, the party comended , [4 Womay, 

Secondly, the cauſe of her comendation,not every 
Woman , butſhe that is gracious, hath this applaulc, 
[4}Voman of ſtrength. ] 

Thirdly, the amplification of her prayſe and co- 
mendation , in that , vnder which (inthe reſembled 
cxccllency wherot) ſhes let torth [7s the crowne. | 
Fourthly,the party to whomethis her rarc worthincs 
hath proper reicrence , [Of her Huſband] who is the 
only man,that rcceiveth this matchles mercy by her. 

or, it any doc affect a neerer way, & woulde make 
a {horter cut through the words , he may _—y 
apprehend here, [A KING & A CROWNE] a holy 
Womanthe CROWNE;a happy Man, the KING, her 
vertucs doc crowne her before God ; ſhe doth crowne 
him before men ; (he being thus qualifyed, he, by her, 
is thus honoured ; and lo , they both, (inthis eſtate) are 
truly bleſſed. 

Now l[cing we hauc attained the vnderſtanding of 
the words and doe alſo percciue their parts ; let vs 
paſſe forward toward the n/trad#1ons ariſing out of 
them , thus #nterpreted, and divided, 

Andinthe firſt place , we muſt enquire what may 
belearnedin the more gencrall ſcope and conlide- 
ration of them as they lye , and arc couched , all to- 


gcther, And thatis thus much, 
That 


K.* 
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That in-aſmuch , as aTFoman of grace is called her 
Huſbands crowne we hence hauc this Icfion for our 
Icarning That[A GOOD WIFE 1S THE HVS: 
BANDS, BEST OVTWARD BLESSING. She 
is the worthicſt mercy , that aman may haue in this, 
worldc. 

No carthly favour appertayning to our preſent 
temporary ſtate, which we may pothbly hauc, while 
we lug herc.is beyond , or equall to her: none 1s bet- 
tcr o_— nay,none isſo good,or lo great;yecl- 
ding ſuch honour , joy , advantage , and content- 
ment,as aworthy wite doth. Among tranſitory kind- 
ncſlſes , ſhe is the molt rranſcendent, 

The Holy Ghoſte, who doth fo highly commende 
hcr inthcle words,doth warrant vs to avouch thus 
much tor evidenttruth , and will beare vs out int, 
itbcing vndoubredly evinced and clearly conclu- 
ded from this appellation of [4 crowne, which, being 
a word vſedin Scripture,and borrowed of God to cx+- 
preile benctits of rare & extraordinaryexcellecie, it 
can repreſent none other, butſuch as are like vr.to it 
ſelf, evenſuchas arepecre.leſſe , prize-leſſe, and inva- 
luable, and therefore , the wite we ſpeake of, can be 
no lei. Sorhat, by her repreſentation here, ſhe 
is anincomparable comfort, a favour that hath no 
fellow, or that can be matched, or mated, in this in- 
fcriour world. Hethatcalleth her a Crowne would 
haue vs conceive, and belecue thus much. 

A Crowne (we know) 1s the higheſt , and moſt ho- 
norable thing, that is to be founde vnder heaven;the 
mcanelt and worſt matter of it , is the beſt and moſt 

C 3 fync 
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fyne gold , the ornaments that doe decore it arethe 
rareſt, and richeſt, precious ſtones and pearles, that 
can be gotten , if any one may be founde chat doth 
excellall other in luſtre and brightnes , being more 
orient , of better bewty , and of greater pertection, 
then any other;the more wwmatrchable it1s,the more 
meeters1t to beadded totheCrowne fortheadorning 
ofthe ſame. A Crowne is a collection, or conpoſiti- 
on of the rareſt & richeſt royaltyes that can be got- 
ten. And ſuch,(in ſemblanceand timilitude) is a ver- 
tous Wife. She is her Huſbands Crowne,the happicſt 
treaſure he can haue, that hath obtayned her. Things 
comparcd , or repreſented, doe often, (if not ever) 
excccde their repreſentation, ſeldome , or never doc 
they come { hort , neither (in reaſon) ſhould they, 
ſcingthethings where-vnto they are comparcd, are 
but ſhaddowes of their excellency. 

Andasthis truth is abundantly evident from our 
text, ſoc might we, moſt calily, fetch further contir- 
mation therof,trom divers other texts of Scripture, 
but many ſhall not neede , to that which 1s ſo mani- 
feſt, Ler vs only adde one more , eyen that which 
offreth it ſelf vnto vs inthelaſt chapter ot theſe Pro- 
verbs. Therin , Solomons Mother (amidſt many other 
moſt heavenly inſtructions) accquainteth him, 
with the very particular , wherce-with he him-ſelf ac- 
cquainteth vs,comending her there,to him in plaine 
tearmes, whome he commendeth to vs here, in meta= 

horicall. From the tenth verſe, to the end of the chap- 
ter this ſubject is largely inſiſted vpon. In the tenth 
verſe, Cheis magnitycd as athing wondertull rare,8 
VI 


/ 
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ynſpcakcably rich. RARE, inthe firſt words, of in- 
tcrrogation{who ſhall finde?)as if ſhe werc,'as indeede 
{he 1s) hardly , & with extraordinary dithculry to be 
founde. RICH :inthe latter words ot the fame verlc, 
ſhe being athrmed farre to exceede the carbuncles, 
or rubies : [Her price is farre aboue the carbuncles| 2 


— SO Ew— er 


ſtrange ſentence, conliiting of luch a gradation,as 15 
very vnvluall. For note.” Firſt, that not ſilver or 
ds, good enough, to be once mentioned, when 
her price 15 to be pitched. Secondly,that noc ove Car- 


buncle , or Rubie , (albeit both are precious ſtones of 


grcat price)may ſerue to {ct her forth, bur al, arc litle 
cnough, (yea too litle) to doe it ; For, Thirdly , ſhe 
is notto be cquall, but aboxe , beyond themall in va- 
lue, and that F- Fourthly, not 4 litle , Orin ſornc {mall 
matter only , but farre above themall , and they all, 
come nothing neere her excellency, in their beſt cſti- 
mare. 

And as in this tenth werſeſhe is thus applauded, ſo 
inall the reſt zo theend is her worthynes layd, out at 
large in many particulars ; the verſes following ve- 
retying that which the zexth avoucheth, inthe in- 
ſtance of many other ſinguler properties,as will ap- 
pearetoany , that willrcade and perylſc them ſeve- 
rally, and {crioully. 

So that we now {ce this truth is paſt all controle- 
ment , by theſe two Scripturcs, buth , and cither of 
which,docafferd vs fufhcient afſurance to acknow= 
ledgethe fame,to be cleare without queſtion or co- 
troverly. Solomon was a Man, and his mother a Wo- 
man, and, (youlce) they both combine init, andare 
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agreed vponit. If a Man only, had magnified them, 
he might hauc beene thought to hauec ſpoken out of 
ſome amourous paſhion ; being willing to get a 

ood onefor himtelt, he was over forward to ſpcake 
well of them all, thinking it be the next way to 
ſpecde. It a Woman only, had giventhis verdict .ſhe 


might haue.beene ſuſpected of partiality and ſelt- 
loye to herſelt, and her ſexc, that ſhe would prayle 
them all foe highly, for the berter preferment of 
her owne. But when man and pom ar both one 
mynd,& mouth to confefſe it,we may apprehend it 
to be more then a probable point of truth: but from 
this man, and this woman, it is beyond all CXCCption, 
becauſe neither of them ſpake out ofrheir owne 
private affection, or by their owne naturall judge- 
ment{both which might hauc beene abuſed , & de- 
luded) but by czleſtiall and never-crring inſpira- 
tion of the holy Ghoſte, whoalone, doth beſt know, 
how to rate and prize, any of his favours vato vs, 
not making them more, or letle worthy to vs, then 
he hath made them in themſelues (by divine endow- 
ments) according to which worthines , we mult 
cycrmore eſtecme of them. 

Nothing were a matter of morc, facility , then 
to fill vp time, with the addition of more te{timo- 
nies, but it would be vnproffitableto abounde there 
in, only we will annexe ſome reaſons tor the further 
ratification of it, that we may vnderſtand not only 
what 1s the truth, but(which is aChriſtians wiſdome, 
ro diſcerne) why it is true. And the reaſons wherc- 
vpon we atftirme a faithtull Wife ro be ſucha tavour, 

are 
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are thoſe that follow. 
Firſt, becauſethe Lord doth challenge her as his Reaſon r, 

owne moſt immediate gift, giventrom his owne hand, 

to luch,as vpon whome he is plealed,to beſtow her. 

Moſt truc it is, that he is the only giver, of all good 

things, asall men muſtacknowledge, with the Pro- 

phet David,and the Apoſile James. Howbcit, molt of : Chron, 29, 
thoſe mercyes,come mediately ynto vs, by men,and ,,,'" 
many other meanes, Honour, wealth, and grearnes 

way tall vpon vs,cither by nheritance,or legacy trom 

others, or by our owne paines, and purchaſe, But a 

gratious Wite, is a more ſpeciall giftot God , whoſe 

loue is more cxtraordinary in th: one, thenin all 0- 

ther , (he being the free,and fayreſt donation, of the 

God of heaven. Surely Solomon would ftaine faſten 

this v por vs;once,and againe heis vpon it. [He that Proy, 18.37; 
findeth a Wife (meaning a good Wite, forthey that 

arc wicked ones,arenot worthy to weare this name, 

orto goe for Wiucs) findeth a good thing , and obtai- 

neth favonr of the Lord). Loc, ſhe is the Lords fa- 

vour, and none of his common Kindneſles , (ſuch as 

houſes, and riches , and ſuch like , which deſcend VP03 Prov. 19.14« 
vs from progenitors)buta mercy,wherothe only,wil-/ 

be thegiver , it ſhalbc had, trom no hand, bur his, _ 

this one bletſing,ſhalbe our of the worlds pothbili- 

tic to beſtow. And this relervatio of her in his owne 
diſpotition, doth argue her eminent excellency, a- 


boucall other ordinary advantages, which Pagans, 
and men without God , may compatle , and atraine. 
And this rcalon wilbe of morc validity, it herevnto 
we adde,that of Peter, who tell's vs,thatluch a Wite : Perr.z, 4 
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is4 thing much ſet by of God. Beloved, thereis much 
inthis ſpeech ; (it i 4 great word) for 1 tcll you, that 
ſo much (nay,no ſuch matter) is any where ſpoken, 
of any other Temporall favour. Golde , pearle , and 
precrors ſtones, arc vile , and of no worth before 
him, nothing ſctby ; which may be ſecne , inthar 
Rey. :1:31, they {cruefor meancſt vices, even as pavements of a 
| ſtreete, tolyevynder teete. but he ſerterh much by 
ſucha Wite, and urcly (in all good reaſon) that had 
necde be ſome admirable thing , wherof God thus 
ſpeaketh. Andif hethus value her, we may well 
thinkc her mvaluavlc. There mult be much more 
then we can imagine , in that which heſetts much 
by. Where hc ſctts anyprice , we may belccuc; that 
mcrcy 15prize-weſſe. 

So thatnow our firſt reaſon is evident, a good 
Wite, is too good forthe world to giue, & to good, 
that the Lord Goth highly eſtecme her, theretore 
(inatmuch as neither of theſe, 1s incident to any 
other) (he 15a blciſing that excecdeth all other that 
arc cxtcrnall. That muſt be the be# favour,that 1hms 
come's from the beſt grver. 

Reaſon 2. Secondly , the want oftuch a Wite will eyince her 
The wofun Excellency, and ## benetit extraordinary,that doth 
want of a wor- ENIOV her. Noc want like the wantof ſucha Wite, 
thy Wife. forſhc hath vertue in her, toTweere all wants, &rthe 

want ofher will 7eaver , ( I hadal-moſt ſaid , poyſon) 
the fullnes of all other things that he ca» haug., who 
is without her. Where ſhe is not, what is ſilver, 

olde, pearle, pretious ſtones * what arc crownes, 
thrones, ſceprters, Kingdomes, Monarchics, Empi- 
EN ICS, 
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res, 41) thing, or all things that can be deſired # here 


was one, even Solomon (that ſpake this Proverb and 

many other to the h1ke purpoſe that \ hall certitie vs; 

he had all that hart could with , for carthly abun- 

dance , (as we heard before) he was amirror both of 

Men, and QAtonarchs, and in regard of his great glo- Plal.:4 7.8; 
ry , he was the true type of the King of glory, and his 

molt glortous Kingdome. Did ever man exceede 

him in any thing ? or was any equallto him, in re- 

venew , in royalty, in pertection of all temporall Ecclef. z.194 
contentement, wherin al his ſences did even/wimme 

(ifnor ſurfer, ) ayghim-ſclte affirmerh. Bur what were | 

allthcIe to him, he wanting ſucha Wite, as weſpeake 

of ? he wanted this Crowne of M 4trimony, to make 

him truly and throughly happy, in that of his Ao- 

aarchie, the polleflion wherot,, with all the appen- 

dants of the lame a-torefayd , were nothing ſo com- 


- : 
I IL? an ant yn, RT, 


rable, hcwas in worle caſe without her, having theſe, 
then he could haue bene without theſe , having her, 
ſhe can make his poverty a pearle, doeth emioy her, & 
his pearles may be worle then poverty who can not 
obrainc her. | 

But what ſpcake I of Solomon , whoſe evidence her- | 
in, although it be excellent , yet (it you will follow _=_ noe fuls 
me a litle , and giue me leaueto inlarge this realon) God gauc him / 
I will carric you to his Better, even tothe tirſt man 1 Wit.” Say 
that ever had Wife, Adam in his innocency (who, 
being without corruption,did more excell Solomon, 
then he did any thatare corrupt.) Let vs looke vp- 
pon his Tate as the LordTayertitoutynrto vs,& we 

D 2 ſhall 
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ſhall ſoone ſee invincible reaſon, to perſwade vs ful- 
ly ofthe poynt in hand. Doe but conſider him, in 
his created condition ; What he was ; why ; he did 
conſiſt, ot a materiall body, but as immorrtall, as his 
ſoule, which was divine,& 1ummaterial;hat he had, 
why; all perfection, that acreature coulde recciue, 
his inſide full of fpirituall, his out fidetull of naturall 
perfections; both carrying the moſt exceller image 
of God, & hein both, being the glory of Gods wor k- 
man-ſ-hip in this interiour world:Where he was;why; 
in Paraatce, aplace prepared, and turmiſhed,of God 
for his enterteinment,luch a place, as no mans cycs, 


- — 


mighr ever be ſo happie,to behold, bur his owne, 
ey , never For they loſt their happines,they 
had therin : What hi #ate was there - why ; a heaven 
vppon carth , he v as the Lords LIEUTENANT 
GENERALL of the ſame , the Commannder, and 
Soveratgne, over all his creatures, who then(being at 
their be) acknowledged him their, berter, recci- 
ving their denomination of him, and ſubmirting 
them-ſclves to his dominion over them , and doing 
theif homage, moſt readily vnto him. Ina word : 
he was every way,ſo ablolutcly happie, that vnletſe 
a man, had his pertections , it 1s {carce 
make compleate relation , of his olorous.condi- 
tron, Bur'yet in the middeſt of allthis, hcarken 
whatthe LORD GOD (ayth, [it 15 not good for Man 
zo be alone.) Onething is Fet wanting ; whatiscvery 
thing, where this 1s nor * Paradice, and all the pre- 
rogatiues royall of the earth, are but one half, (1t {0 
much) of mans temporall happines,the beft blejling 
1S 
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is yet bchind, 4 dam 15s alone, he hath nota mate, 
a Woman,a Wite, a Female to him-ſclF, to whom, he 
might communicate him {clf, in nature; with whom 
he might employ, his graces. What arcall thinges ro 
him , while he 1s Wefe-leſſe? (as Abraham ſaid of his 
reat,& rich eſtate,while he was c/11d-les ſurcly not 
[ good; Tnay;nothing fo good,as when, the Lord 
had added, this mercy to him, which was to be the 
colummation,of the whole cofort, & 10y of his tem+ 
porall condition. And that theWite he { hould haue, 
was indeedelucha bletling , as we bearc you in had, 
thclc enſuing circumſtances, doe clearcly declare. 
Fir#t , his creator (thc molt wiſe G O D) was the _ x 
firſt , that diſcerned this want, and ſpicd out the The wildome 
meanesto mende it,it was the fruite of his wiſdome, _ — wu 
to take knowledg hereof, Adam (though in per- want, ofa wife 
fection, of vnderſtanding) apprehended it not,note 
hence, and obſcruewe, a good Witcis amore abſo.— 


lure bletſhing,then could center mans hart,in his beſt” 
being, itis worke,for the vnſcarchable wiſlome, 8 
inconceiuable love,of God, to ordaine, and aſhgie 
him this favour;adding her vnto him, inallthe good 
he had before, that with her, he mightbe now abfd- 
late, inthat eſtate, wherin bcforc, he was admiralge. 
Him-ſclt, and all he had, was cxccding good, how- 
beitGod faith, his ſtate in allthis, was not tully good 


till ſhce came, [71 15 not good. | 
Secondly , the Tod of = having thus rcſolved . 


: ,* Genel. 2. 26; 
to honour Adam & make him happy , he fummon's meet roedlets 


all the creaturcs he had made, tor mans vi, and fin- good enoug 
des notany tict tur him , or good enough to be thi 10 make 2 
D 3 
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bleſſing, and yet bcholde , they wereall good, late- 
ly created and bleſſed of God, having noe attaindor, 
or ſavouratall , ofany cvillvpon them. Dvth not 
this declare thatthe whole carth , and all things in it 
(choughin their created excellency) cannor attord 
this favour , & that (//erfore) {he exccedeth them all 
at their belt 2 

 Thirdly,che Lord having thus ſearched among all 
his creatures, & not found tuch a mercy as he mcant 
him , he will now become the lole founder of this 


aher of a faith. favour [/ will make him a helper | the ſame moſt glori- 


ous power, wiſdeme , and goodnes , that was cxcrciled 
in his owze creation, { hall now be {ct a worke the 
ſecond timeand employed againe, to make her,that 
ſvſhemight be knowne, to be noe mcane mercy to 
him,the which, rather then he ſhall want for his tull 
comfort, or ſhe want worth ro comfort him tully, 


te crcatgt will to worke once more. 
Fourthly , as hethat will make her , ſoc , the matter 


wherot ſhee ſhall be made, doth conclude her ex- 


meete to make a 
2 Woman of, cellency aboye all bleſſings. Shec mult not be ta= 


but the mans ken out of the maile of the carth , nor out of the boe 


body. ; . R 
” dic of any creature , theſe were too farretrom his a- 
fection, too meane in condition, and in 199 much ſub- 

Mal.2.14, iction, to yeeld him a Fellow + 4 Companion,which 


mult fir in the ſecond place of his hart, next vnder 

God and things heavenly , nigher then all (e!s) that 
The Women Are carthly : but out of him-ſelfmuſt Che be built, e- 
made of purer yon out of man , who was refined earth , (ſoher Ori- 
ng __ ginall matter was bett-r then his) & notourt of any 

part, cicher 48 all, ſuperfluous,or much inferiour, but of 
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his rib , out of his fide, (amember which I ſuppoſe 
no man would mifſe for money , orſell another rib 
at any rate) to note, how neerely equall with him, 
how dearly inttmateto him,ſhcef hould be; fo bein 
formcd of his owne fleth , builr out of his owne bo- 
wells , { he muſt be better reputed, and more preci- 
ouſly reſpected, thenall things els. 

Fifily, as the Lord made choyce of the matter ; 
wherot he would make her,ſo did hc out of the ſame One member 
(though bur oxe part of his body) build her complear- RI. 
ly,multiplying(by his moſt mighty power)that litle yy, : 
matter of Adams one member , to make her whole bo. 
dy , and { he having received her body of Adam, her 
being of God;God himlelt preſent's this, #15 laſt crea. _ 
ture, and mans beft favour vnto him, andictrs her be-.. 
fore him of purpoſeto graccher, aboue all other 
g00d things. 2 

Laſtly, Adam being yet in inocency , and ſo not 
ſubiect to error , or dotage in affection , vpon the 

ſight of her he fay'es The 15 bone, of my bone, fleſh of my ter 06-8; 
fleſh,therfore [a man muſt leaue father and mother, and _ = ns * 
cleaue to hu Wife) (hewing, how xeare to him ſhewas, 

even of im-ſclt': how deare to him ſhe muſt be , be- ©? BE 
yond father and mother , much more (then) beyond 4s wo inde 
all other comforts. We owe noe naturall affection to * mw _ 
our wealth, money, cattell, &c : wc owe ſome nartu- ” AY 
rall affection to all men , being of the ſame roote db 
with vs;we owe more naturall affection to ſome men, 

being of the ſame blood with vs, as our parents and 

bretheren ; but the moſt and beſt affection naturall, 

15 due betweene the Huſbandand Wife, whom the 
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Lord hath made oxe,and they themſelus,cach others 
owne, 

So now,ſfumme vpthe totall of this reaſon, if vn- 
to LAdam, theonly vncorrupted man, it vnto Solo- 
monthe moſt excellent, among ſuch as were corrup- 
ted, the want of a gratious Wite,were of ſuch conle- 
quence,that the ones Paradice, and the others prehe- 
minence, was not abſolute,without her ; then the en- 
ioying of her,is the having,of the happieſt bletling, 
vnder hcaven. And ſocl pale to the third, and laſt 
rcalon. 

Thirdly , the contrary of a good Wiſe, will proue 
the pcere-leſle excellecy of her,that is good. A Wite 
that is not gratious, but god-lefle,nort vertuous, but 
vn-holy, and vitious , is the heavieſt , yea , the hel- 
liſh-eſt crofle, that can come to a man , no plague, 
nowoe,to animpious woman ; a more pcſtilent, 
pernicious , miſcrable, inſufferable, evi/f,cannot (a- 
mong temporall miſchicts) be imagined. Our Solo. 
mon (the Wiſe#t man otherwiſe, but this way, the wo- 
fulleſt ranthat ever was) ſaye's enoughto aſſure vs 
hereot. He (our ot his beſt vnderſtanding, & vpon 
hisbeſt infrmation , where-vnto he tclls vs he ap- 
plyed him-lelte, and ſearched throughly, ro know) 
ſayth , [he hath found ſuch a woman more bitter then 
death} more bitter then death 2 what a word is this? 
what a woe 1s that, which deſerves to be to ſpoken oft 
doe not theſe words, [hew as much as we ay © yea 

more, then we canſay? 1s any calamity, comparable 
to that, which makes every partof mans life, more 
wotull , paintull , and perplexcd,then the pangs of 

5-20-06: ung cath ? 
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death? The bad Wife is no better. The man that the 


Lord loveth, ſhalbe deliuered trom her, but the fin- _ 


ncr Thalbe taken by her] if Gods love and hate,lye 
v pon her poſleflion, or privation , (as in ſvmelorr 
(bur not finally) it doth) who can deeme her letlc, 
then that which weſpeake * The Lord ſaid pretty 
wettto hcr in the Prove?bs, when hetcll's vs in one 
place, a man were better be mewed vp inany hole, 


zn the houſe top ; there to cage , and ſhoppe vp him- Proy. «1; g 


% 


telt perpetually,in cloſe priſon, then to awell in a large 
heofe.chbe tyed to be her companion, In another part of 


the ſame chapter, that, !'were better being & living in verl.1y, 


the wildernes among wilde beaſts, then with this woman, 
venomous,cruel, &incopatlionate creatures(wholc 
tury, and ferity, is feared, and tied, of all men} are 
more lufferable then ſhe. In a third : that wheras 


there are ſome few thinges that trouble the whole pygy,z2 ir.23 


world, and arc intollerable ro the earth , this woman 
is oncofthcem, But he ſurpaſeth all thee, in ſaying, 
ſhee is more b en death , hc infinuateth that noe 
wordes can expreſlc the vt moſt extent of her evill. 
 Anditto this his experimental aſſertion , we ſhal 
adde a twofold conſideration , we [hal better appre- 
hend her bitternes. 
Firſt, the nearnes,and propinquity ofan cvill Wile 


roa man, being by him , of um, andere with hg» 
No evills are or cal. bc | | erharare 
ſoc clolc to vs, that clcave to vs, the turther off, the 


Iefſe felt , but necernes & vicinity make's ancvill ſ#-__ 


/ 


parlatiye, Who could milcheite David ike cAtichel? 1 Sam, 13,21, 


who (bcing givenasalnarcto him) was thought by 
E his 
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his enemy to be the fitteſt, ro make him a forlorne 
man : Who but Delilah could hauc vndone Sampſon 
and delivered him to the Philiſtins cruelty and re- 
proach? the more neere ; the morenoylome ; [t 


Plal.55.13.14, was thou O man ,my familiar freind (th David[he that 


eateth with me ſth Ehrift) hath betrayed me]. But to 
haucour deadlicit, & moſt deſperate cvill, at houſe, 
at boorde,at bed, and [ying 1m thts boſome , who can 
meaſure ({o muchas in imagination) this mans mi- 
ſcry ? Ip 

Secondly , as the vicinity , ſo the perpetuity of ſuch a 
woman , doth turther evidence the infinite cvill of 
her, were ſheneverlo bitter, hard, or heavie, yet a 
man would makea | biftto bearc out a br#»t:might 
it be but hort ; but durance, and continuace of a 
calamity 15 tedious , and makes a man , hartles , and 
hopeles. Andot all thatare temporary what one 1s 
{0 = ctuall as a wicked wife, 1heis acrofſe in cop- 
py hold; during lite thereis no end of date or cxpira- 
tiofrotherevitt; Tf a childe bea vexation to vs we 
ciptacehimout1fa ſervant be incorrigable we can 
turnc him out, But a bad wite (worſe then both \can- 
not beſo ridde ,1 he will remaine to be a mans mi(e- 
ric every moment, & make þys wholelite ſo reſtles 
and wretched , that a moment therof will {ceme a 
month,an hower a ycarc,a yeare,anagg,there being 
nOmcanes to remoue her. Now then, put thelerwo 
»octher, tohaueaN EFRE o perpetuall , a 
ERPETVALL plague ſo neere , exccedeth all ap- 
prehenſion , he that 1s ſo ſped way well rake vp /0bs 
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hc ſhall be likely , ifnot ſure, every day to breake his _ 
hart, bctorc he breatebis fa , and be evera wil hing 
the world wereatan end with him-[eIF) becauſe of 
his wicked wite,, who is his endlcs plague, fo long 
as ſhe lives with him in the world, and worſe then 4 Prov, 19.13. 
continual dropping , as Solomon, Atirmeth once, and Prov.57.15, 
againe. 
By both theſe it apearcth how peſtiferous a bad 
wite 1s, ifthen ſhe exceede all other evills, a good 
wite muſt be a mercy equall to this miſcheife ; equall, 
(1 ay) atthe leaſt, but 1f we remember one Thing )we 
may haue reaſon to thinke a gratious Woman, a 
greater comfort then a godles woman can be a croſbe, 
or curſe; and that 1s this. That wheras the dewzll al. 
one (who 1s but a creature at the moſt and now curled 
and curbed, in his power , and poyſon , at his worſt) 
makethany woman evill, it 15 God omniportent & 
alſufticient(who cando what ſocver he will )that ma- 
keth her good, thats ſo. It rhertorcthe 4rvet (who 
is reſtrained) can yet worke vpon a woman, to make 
ber mans greateſt evill, how much more , muſt ſhee 
that is made good by God, be his beſt blefing? 

Thus now , as we had pregnant teft;mony, ſoc we Why we haus 
haucalſo feene, apparant reaſon to belecue this lcf- - x gedour 
ſon, inthe contirmation wherot , you mayluppole, cpa 
I hauc overlong inliſted, burI deemed it not vnne- 
cc{lary, becauſeI would haue worthy Women(which 
inthis caſe, may be too credulous) to belecue it of 
them ſelues wiſely; wiſe men, of fuch Women willing. 
ly,and both (from God) faithfally,as his truth, which 
we ought not only aycrrein words ſlightly, butin 
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realonſoundly , bei ng as able chit. ſhew it to be true, 

as to ſay itis ſoc. "The detect wherot, I hauc obſer- 

vedto be a palpable ſprmnall importency ,, among 

Chriſtians = having /tr0-:g perſwaſions , but weake 

reaſons, in many points, haue much damaged & dil- 

graced thetruth. For theadverſary obſerving, how 

»olde many are to beleene,and how vnable to prove, 

the opin1ons they holde, doth woundethar truth, 

which wearc too wcaketo defund, & Io, in ſtcad ot 

receiving it withwvs,he doth reproach it by vs, And this 

is the reaſon why we hauc thus enlarged our Rea- 

ſons inthis point. Itismectc every mi lhould know 

notonly whit he beleeveth, but why, that he may be 

rooted & grounded inthethings of God. And it he be 

deeply (cried in iudgmet, he 1 halbe able ro hold faſt 

the profels10 of his hope, wheras luch,as in whole at- 

feio only,itfloate's{ hallowly,wil ſoone let it goe. 

The vſes, of "Anidnow, from the proofe of this poyut , I put 0- 
pus point. yer & proceede to the vſes of the lame , that we may 
apply what we hauc proved, Application 15 the LIFE of 

all inſtruction, the DE AT H ofall corruption. A 

thing proved is 'T RUEtoall;,butitisG OOD to 

none, butonly to fuchas to whomeit iS applyed. 

Theyc5cerne  Andthe vſcs of this inſtruction doc looke every 
polors. way , and ſpcakeſome-thing to all ſorts, both of 
Menand Woman, Married and Vnmarried, as we 

ſhall turther fcc, in that which tollowerh. 

1. Vſetoall L.ctrt vs beging with Mex, and call Vpon them 
men, 10 one A]] at once,in one common dury that doth concerne 
common duty 4, th the married , and the ſinzle ; andthen, we will 
talke with them 4 ſnnder, in luch particulars, as per- 
rene 
i” 
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teine to cither ofrhem a-part, 

Of them all, and of every one of them, as well thoſe 
that are , as that are not,married, the Lord requireth, 
and expecteth , muchthanktullnes, on this conſ1- 
deration,that a good Woman is ſuch an ineſtimable 
bleſſing as hath beene declared. He look's to be ac- 
knowledged 1nthisloue, and would hauc vs ever- 
more remember , that we are not alitle indebred to 
hs kindnes , who hath pleaſed to provide for vs, cre- 
atures that are, or may be dich ſingular comforts v#- 

tovs, Meancr mercyes might hauc ſ{crved vs , had 
not his owne goodnes induced him to be thus a- 
bundantly gratious , as out of infinite wiſdom to or- 
dainca better favonr tor our beſt welfare,then any was 
as yct created, Had he otherwiſe yoaked vs in tome 
infcriour codition, we might not haue thought our 
{clues intured,or debaſed by him. But whe he would 
ſo,(as it were) overflow in his reſpect of vs, & maniteſt 
ſuch fullnes of the ſame vnro vs , that tor our ſakes, 
to doc vs greater good, he would adde vnto the 
worldes tullnes (it being already enriched with ſuch 
plenty, & variety of excellent aud incorrupted crea- 
turcs) one more , that{hould be ftarrc better torvs, 
then all that were made for our {crvice betore, and 
now begin another creation, to accompht h our con- 
ſolation in this kinde. What could theLord hawe done 
more,to manitelt his moſt loving affection vnto vs? 
And what can we doe leſſe , (in confideration hereot) 
then trecly to conteſſe ynto him,with moſt gratetull 
mindes , this greatregard he hath had of our good, 
and ſtrainc our {clues to giuc him glory , to thevr 
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moſt we are, or may, ever beable, becauſe he hath 
Eph, 3. 29. (herein) done ſo exceedingly beyond all that wee , (nay, 
that Adam in his inocency and pertection) could er- 
ther aſke , or thinke, Letvs all , (by all meanes ) keepe 
this mighty mercy in molt carctull come-moration, 
and never ſuffer the fruzte of this goodnes to be for- 
gotten,or tall out of our harts,erther by vtter neglect 
of the notice thereot, or, by our overilight conlide- 
ration of the ſame. Both rthetc, will produce bad ct- | 
tects in both forts. Inthe married , that the Lord | 
ſhould not blefle, but curlſe,this bleſ*ing to them;in | 
Mal. 2, 2, the vn-marriedit will worke remiſlnes , and make 
them ilacke to beg this favour , which doc not (bc- 
fore hand) duely valueit, and ſo provokethe Lord | 
to witholdeit,teing they neither pray tornorprizeit, | 
as they ought. The way;tor him that hath a Wite in 
olcthon , to be bleſſed with her , and tor him that 
26e not , but expecteth ſuch a one, (that hemay be 
py happie when he | hall obtainc her) 1s to honour the 
7 Lord # th one thing,cls, how can he but deny them 
M2 the good of that , wherot', they deny him the glory, 
39 Thus much (ina word) by the way, toall men. 


1% of Vſe 2. to all Our next vic, is not foe generall, as the former,to 
ſt Hut bands. a{{ men, but more ſþectall , to all Huſbands , whether 
$ choſe, that are happily ſped with ſuch wives, as we 
{peake of, or.thoſe that having wives, hauc the hap- 
pines of them yet to come, which 15 many a mans vn= 

happy eſtate. 
They that They, that hauc found this good thing and obteined 
_ _ favour of theLordto cnioy her,areto beremembred 
double dury Of 4o#b1e duty, which they muſt be moſt carctull to 
cndcavour 
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endeavour vnto. Fir#, they areto be provoked, 1: to God. 
vnto moſt ſpecial] & perpetual) gratulation, to the 
God of heave who, howſoever he hath, madea good 
Witc ſuch mercy to a Huſ band , yct hath not made 
her ſoe ordinary 10 be had, as ſhe i extraordinarily good; 
every man meet s not with her, many more there 
are, that doc muile, then ſpeede, Iam lure. And the 
fewer there are that have them , the greateris the 
kindnes of the giver to thoſe that gert them : the 
lefle common any comodity is, the more ought his 
louc to berc{pected,, as moſt precious to them, to 
whom the ſame 1s communicated. That man whom 
the Lords favour tind's out, to beſtow this. blefſing 
vpon , (among lo many that mille of1t) 1s inall rca- 
ſon bounde, with all taythtullnes ro render vnto the 
Lord , very hartie and extraordinary prayle , ſcing 
he hath pick't him our , to be made pertaker ot this 
mercy, among ſuch multitudes of men , as (having 
Wives)are wotully married to ynknowne miſery. _ 

This is Gods argument ſo often ingeminated to Gods ordinary 
the Iewes , in regard of the ſpeciall prerogatives argument to 
that they only,did pertake,& all other people were ** 1*%5: 
exempted from, that inaſmuch as they were hs pre- 
crows people , hs cheife treaſure , his choſen generation Fxod.19.5, 
culled our of the whole world to become hs Church, Levis. A 
& a holy nationvntohim, among whom he wold ſeaxre © * fc 
himſelf, and dwell with them, giving them his ordinan- 
ces, hie oracles , and all other excellencyes, which 
were1mpropriated to them,and their poſterity, not 
dealing ſo with every, nor, (in their tyme) with any 
#41108 cls ; hence , the holy Ghoſt manyatyme in- 
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ſerr'cs how full off thankſgiving they ſhould be, 

and how much they ſhould magnify , the majeſty of 
that God, who had given oe great good things vn- 
to them, when ſo many more mighty nations went 
without them. 

. Theſame argument is as good , (my beloved) in 
the particular wherot we treat, and entorceth a con- 
cluſtion of as neceflary practite vpon vs, in that 
prayſc and glory, which is to be given vnto him 
trom vs, vpon the ſametearmes he doth challeng it 
trom them, to wit, becauſe we enjoy, what many 0 
thers, (cventhe moſt part of man-kinde) doc goe 
without , God { hould not goe without proportio« 
nable thankſgiving at our hands. 

The Patriarke 1acob, (their predeceſſor, and our pat- 
fcrnein much good), doth goe betore vs, in an Cx- 
cellent acknowledgment of this kinde , proteiling 
himſelf to be [unworthy of, (or , leſſe in worth, then) 
the leaſt of Gods mercyes] : and it he ſay thus, of 
the leaſt , what ſhall we fay of the het of Gods fa- 
vours , whcrof we now [pcake 7 why ſurely ; 45 the 
leaſt, cannot be at all deſerved, (ve, neither canthe 
beſt, be,(as it ought) acknowledged , we want wor- 
thyncs to merit the weareſt , and abillity to confeile 
(as we ſhould' the greateſt, Ingratitude, 1s /oarhſome 
inany caſe, butin extraordinary kindnesto be vn= 
thanktull , is excecrable, and ſuch is this, I amſure, & 
none butſucha ſo:t, and /outas Nabat, (who was a 
very monſter of men,ofadebaulhed (piric,ot lurl-y 
diſpoſition, of ſeneſlesatfection, wholecurriti and 


Churliſh carriage, przſaged his overthrow & ruine) 
could 
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could be inſenfible, of the excellency of an Abigail, 
and becauſe he was , the Lord , detect's him to be 
ſucha groſlce1diorr.tmite's him with a ſtrange hand of 
w2ance,and willnotlertt him liveto enjoy thatly- 
vour, which while he did live,he could not citi- 
mate. And, where the /tke groſsenes 1s ſounde in any 
man » let the like Tnſtice be teared from God , with 
whome,it1s moſt righteous,thatthey ſhould fecle 
his heavieſt ?md4rgnation, whole harts arcincapable of 
luch heavenly compaſyon. 

| coulde here courſe vnthankful perſons through- 
iy , (and happy were it tor them, it this one cvill 
were hunted to death inthem) who do not daily, 
and duly , render to the Lord h:s honor,and,their ho- 
magzehercin,ſlo ſolemnly , and intentionally, as the 
nature of this benifitt doth require, but thght of his 
love, in a ſe/dome, and accidentill conteillion , ſuch 
as drop's from them, when (by occalion) they are 
in company of men that fall in talke of their wives, 
(in their hearing) then (caſually) you ſhall hcare a 
poore lcanc,and thin, thankſgiving , [/ tHanke God,I 


cannot complaine , I haut one will ſerve my turne, m 


Woman ts none of the worſt , I can make a reſonable ſhift 
with her|with many aſuchbalde;and bare, acknow- 
ledgments. I darctay (among men) a leiſe reward 
then 4 pearle, or,a crowne, would much morc magni- 
fy the giver in our mouthes , whome we would not 
ſparc to admire, and extoll abroad , applauding thar 
arty where ever we come,that | hould bettow ſuch 
ay tak on vs;and yet , (ſotts, and ſexſles as we are) 
weare balc niggards, in blefsing him , who hath 
Y becne 
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beene moſt bountifullto vs, in that one blcſsing 
which ſurmountcth all chele, orwhatſocver man can 
gIVCVS. 
But I cannot now inſiſt (as T might) to vpbrayd 
Deut.zz, 6, thoſe worthles w ights, as Moſes did the thankles 
Iewes, as Chriſt did they nthankfull Cirics , I leave 
them, for this evill(it they leave notit) ro men for Ye 
roach, nt for pri , and by thattyme they 
= their paymcmn Fon both, I thinke it may be 
hard tolay , which ot the two the Lord hatc's 
molt, w hether him, whome he {uffereth to fall into 
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the hand and netts of the wicked woman ,andſoto have {| iy 
a croſſe without himſelf , Or hcthat hath a good Wite Fe” 
throwne v pon him,and an Ingratctull bar t, which is 


a curſe within him| elf. Thanktfullncs is Gods tribute, 
and due debt, it we render itnor, he can, and will 
reveng it, either by taking this Crowne trom our 
2 Sam.r2 25, hcads (as hedid tromthe King of Amon! and ſctit 
on cos out Naballs Abigail was (ct vpon Davids; 
or, by taking vs trom it in indignation, as he himlClf 
was deitoyed. And how 15 1t poltible, that the hart 
which denyesGod his duc,thould givethe wite hers; 
whervnto (it being our ſecond duty) WC now Pro» 
cecde. 
2.Towards her Secondly, the truc knowledge of this inſtruction 
ofthe linguler worth of a gratious wite , tcll's him 
who hath her , how he 1 |: nald demcanc himlclt to- 
wards her , icing they are ſuch creatures of God , ſuch 
comforts of ours , ourcarriage towards them ſhould 
witnes, ale CONCe1VC :ofthcm ; ; what precious 
rcl{pect,deare attection,cdocthey craye,(ycaclaime) 
at 
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at our hands : Thenext love to that which 1s totally 
ſpiritual, and heavenly, (due to Gods lacred maje- 
ſty, inregard of himſelf,, and thoſe eterrall ta- 
vours wheroft wearcallured from his hand) 1s this, 
which is matrimonial, it,taking place, and prehemi- 
nence,above , and before, the atte&tion we beare vn- 
to all other carthly things whatſoever : and this 1s 

retled vpon vs many waycs,, 1n one word, 1h one 
word (I ſay) but many waycs. 

That one word 15[ Love)which,as betweene God & 
vs {it is the fulfilling of the Law, ſois it, betweene the Rom. :;.:8. 
Huſband and the Wife, all :herr durycs being enclo- 
ſed therin , all rs to her eſpecr ally , (and oft them we 
now ſpeake) and there is not any duty that,from the 
Hut band , doth reſpect the Wite , but it is reduced 
herevnto. Love is the Huſ bands word, and includ'cs Loue is all in 
all rhe worke he hath to dor, towards his Wite, being a,b: eweene 
the epitome or abridgment of all that he' owe's vnto _ CON 
her. Touching which love it I ſhould preſlcall par- : 
ticulars, it were ealy to be (al moſt) endles , among 
others , take a talte ofthele tew , and conſider we 
well. 

Friſt, the neeeſsity of it , how without all diſpenſa- _ 2. 
tion , and exemption, aman muſt love his Wite. Necelutye 
This 15sagencrall and perperuall rule, arulcd caſe 
beyond all contradiction , there 15 0 t1me, or tate, 
whcrin a man may not /ovehis Wite, /and ifa Wite 
in generall , how much more the Wite we ſpeaxc 
oft *) inall his practiſes towards her, his love muit 
be the predominant , neither may any thing be at- 
tem pted toward her, which favor's not principally ot 
: F 2 It, 
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it. Noe act can be/lawfull, but what is loving, if it 
want his love, it want's allo,the Lords aliowance; with- 
out this affection, it 15 tinand coruption ; men may 
pretznd many things , butthis onething. give's all 
theiractionsapprobation. Love is the 117 cot a Hul- 
band, as foode is the life ofthe body, or grace, the 
life ot foulcand body , what 1s done withuut it , 1s a 
dead worke , and ſtinke's betorc the Lord, being ab- 
horred of him. Thcriorche tyc's the love, and ha- 
tred of our Wives,and our ſolves, together,and lin- 
ke'sthem ſo inſeparably, that there can be no vn- 
twiſting of them , love one ; love both ; love not both, 
neither :s loved, but a man hate's him-ſ(cli with his 
Wite, (ſpitc of his hart) and fo is guilty both of the 
law of nature, and the law of grace together , and 
{in's againſt God the Law-g/ver of both , and ſo 1s 
\urc of Gods hateto him ſclt , for h:5 owne hateto his 
Wite. Thus is the negeþrty of this love ; but we muſt 
haſten forward. 

Secondly , conſider the nature of this love, it 
mult be the moſt deare, intimate, precious and en- 
tire , that hart can hauc toward a creature ; none 
but the love of G O D above , is above it, none but 
the love of our owneſelves, is fellowto it, allthe 
love of others is inferiour to it, cven of our Fa- 


ther and Mother who begat, and barcvs, and of 


O 


whoſcblaod we are. The Fonntaine of love,will haue 
the current run ſtronger to the Wite, then to any, 
or to all other, yea, allthey ſhalidry vp , before 

It muſt be the love of oe member 


— —————T . 
this may failc. 
of , of all members to the head , of the 
| head 
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3 head to them againe, and, (inaword) the whole 

has love ofa creature ro him-lclt. Nay , wharipeake we 

Fl of natarall love,(which is ſo-much, too litle tolfhad- 

Z Towthis nothing canlufticiently tignifyitvnto vs, 

butthe [opernaturall love of Chriſt to his ſpiritu: all 

ſpouſe which1s ſuch love as no man hath, ſurpal- 

{#5 the lamein all excellent reſpetts whattocycr. Thus 

is = nature of this love. ; 

| Thirdly, conſider , the meaſure of this love, which Mcalure: 
from the Hul band to the Wite , muſt be :9meaſu- 

rable, (as I way loc ay) and cannot excecde in the 

* truththerofk. Solomon, (orrathcr GOD by him) Prov.s. 25, 
2 gives hberty to a Manto ere inthelove , tor ſoc Yo 
3 arcthcwords [errethos in her love] asit, ancrror, 

Y of exceſſe (it 1t might be) were pardonable, and av 
Man | Kould delightin his Wite , rather over-much QC 
then any thing to litle ; inſucha degree of love as 
the world may a account error or dotaze is the Wite 
to beloved ot her Huſband , ratherthen to be vn- 
der-loved of him ; dctcct of this love is inſuffera- 
ble, but the moſt that co be expreſſed, 1s com- 
mandea , thouh it ſhould be thought 100 much , the 
LORD will rather indure tins error of over-lo- 
vignes , then abide that the 1uſt proportion ſhould 
be wanting. The tormer conlidcration of the #4- 
ture of it, doth confirme this of the meaſure, tor 
that which | being required of vs) muſt be 6e# tor 
quantity , the lame emult allo bc moit tor quantity 

Fore, he be. and the moſt , we can by allmca- 
ne&Fine both to,God , & to ſuch as God requireth 
any thing to be given vnto, mult be efBofvs, 
; E 3 Hence 
d 


Mreth, 22,9, 
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Hence it 1s, that noe ſtint is (ett on it, but it muſt be 
morethen thelove of our Father and Mother,and 4s 
much as the love of our ſclves,leſe only,then the love 
of God. If any ſhall obiect, that being required to 

ove our Wives 45 our (elves, itrſcemeth ourlove to 
tnem {ſhould not exceede the love of our nerghbour, 
whom we alſo muſt love as our ſelves byChritts rule. 
I anſwere, the word [45] doth notever more fignitic 
equality of things, butſometimes their quality only, 
not taking away the difference, and Gegrees' of our 
love, but{ hewing the ſincerity, and fayrhtullnes of 
the ſame, that as we love our ſelves with love v ntay- 
ned, (not counterteit)loe , with ſuch love as this 
ſhould welov c our neighbour, with ſ«ch, Ilay, but 
not with ſoe much, as our Wite ,and our leclves , tor, 
both reaſon aiowe's vs to love our father abovea 
ſtranger, and relrg7on, (choughrequiring love to all) 

Cr, put” $a difference,and will hauc it clpeciall t he- 
wedto the houſ-holde of tayth : bur in love to the 
Wite, [45] is the ſame in qualtty and quantity allo, tor 
it muſt be the ſame with the love to our (elves , and 
Ithinke every man loves himſelt, both 4s wel! and 
as much 35 heis able, and ({o mutt he entcrraine his 
Wite with his mo? and beit love. 

Fourthly, conſider, the manifeſtation of this love, 
which muſt be varverſall in every thing , thatthing 
cannot be thought of, wherin a Hul wands love e may 
be lawfully witholden,ir muſt Chine, and ſhewitglt 
in all paſſages, both »aturall, ctvill, and ſpiritual, in 
cohabitation with her : in honounme of her: in edi- 
tying ofher, by the holycſt counlcll \ hu he can gi ue 
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her ; and in winking at ſmall weakneſles , and par- 
doning greater taylings vpon her ſubmithon , bur 
howlvever,in fervent affection praying tor her, vn- 
derthe guilt of them * cach of theſe would requirea 
a ſeverall excerciſe to infiftevpon, I only xamethem 
now , and may »ot tarry ypon the ample wiſcovery 
ot any one of them. 


Buthere will ſome obicct, may not a man be an- objettion, 


ery with his Wite , and, having caule lo to be , may 
henot chaſtiſe her 7 Tantwere, there may be caute 
given by the Wife , of uſt indignation in the Hu 
band , but this anger mult not be oppoſed to love , as 
it to be angry were, not ro be lovine. Anger that doth 
abolif h love, 1s not to be ina Hul bands hart ; his 
bolome muſt harbour no ſuch paſs/o2 , as doth de- 
ſtroy , ordebarre , true affe&:0x, In this particular 
the Lord him-(clt is a finguler patterne to vs, we an- 


(: Anſwer, 


ger him , and yet, helove's vs , (even when he isan- x, 


gry with vs,)heis both angry and /oving at once 10 
muſt the Hul band be. Touching chaitiſement , a 
man may lo farre excerciſe it vpon his Wife, as vpon 
him-ſelf , which cannot be in any ſervile manner po- 
ſitine, and penall, but xegatine alone, that is to fay,as 
a man for 1ſt cauſe may witholde trom h1m-ſcit,and 
abridge his body, of tome contcntments for the bet- 
terſubduing ofthe ſame vnto God , ſo may the Wite 


(in caſe of grofle irregularity) be, by the Huſband 


debarrcd , (at leaſt toraſcalon) tor her better hum- 
bling , of tome favours, and kindnelles, which tor- 
met? The Fatt more freely enioyed , that in the 
want of them ſhe may (cethe waz? of her duty. Thus 

Ti "0:4 doth 


? 


þ 144.96 


What they 
muſt do thar 
haue bad 
Waivcs, 
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doth God chaſten whome he love's, and Chriſt, of. 
teninthis kinde afflicterh his ſpaulc. Bur , once to 
think of ſervile correction by blowes, which ch1l- 
deren from parents , ſervants from maſters, ſlaues 


of their owners , 15 bale , and that which the hart of a 
Huſband ſhould abborre, & the nature of this love 
willnot beare, for ſuchas his lovcis, ſuch muſt the 
chaſtiſment of his W ite be , but his love mutt be of 
a bettcr ſlraine then toall others , even the beſt he can 


| Boy w—Afromyrants,yca,which beaſts,do bearcatthc handces 
'L Ca at ly 


ſhew to himlelt, thertore, ſuch as his owne chaſtiſe- ! 


ment may be,ſuch may hers be allo by him , and no 
other. But more of this hereafter. 

Thus we ſee the wſes that concerne Huſbands 
that have good Wives, what they owe to the Lord 
for them, and what to them,jn the Lorde, he that will 
not afford the beſt he can of honor to God, of affects- 
0x to her, becaule ſhe 1s Gods beſt bleiling ro him; 
let him by man, be prouounced injurious to the 
Lord, and vnworrthy of her ; and, by the Lord be pu- 
niſhed for robbing both ; the one, of that glory that 
is ducto him , the other ot that duty that belongs to 
her. It is a wofull thing to have a worthy wife , and 
not to honor the Lord in her , norto honor hcrin 
the Lord , he thatis founde guilty ſhall finde how 
fearctull it 15. 

Now for thoſe Huſbands as have Wives , butnot 
ſuch as weſpeake off, it 1s mecte we miniſtera few 
comfortable words in due {caſon vnto them , for (I 
dareſay) they are weary , in comilſcration thertore of 
their preſent ſtate, & in delire oftheir better being, 
we 


0 
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we will adde a worthy counſel, which if they will 
follow, we will anncxc a word of comtort , which 
will follow them. 


The councell we g1VC them conliſts in fo part1- Their counſell 
culars, to witt, partly in matter of practice, and partly **Y folde, 


in matter of prayer, 

Firſt , tor practice , their ſpeciall care muſt beto 
ooc betore them (even betorc bad Wives) in all good 
carriage), in the dutyes the Lord requireth towards 
them : Nav, the worſethe Wite 1s , thebetrer muſt he 
cndeavourto be: unpicty mult be out-taced with 


ſincerity , evil muit be overcome with good , and the Rom.1z. zi, 
Hf bands good mult cate out the N7ves evll, 1tis the The worſe the 
truc glory of Religion to exceede there, whereirre- Wife is , the 


ligion1is predominant, and for him to paralell her 
extreame cvill , with his extraordinary good, # 
wonderfull honor to God, /halbe, atlured conſola- 
tion to him, may berymely converlionto her. The 
want of being ruled by this councell, hath made ma- 
Ny a man,and womans ſtate more perplexed and in- 
tollcrable , then otherwiſe it might hauc proved. 
Where ani] when 1s moſt neede of his greatelt faith- 
tullncs, then when,and where, ſhe moit grotlly tai- 
lcth. Where moſt venyme,and poyſon 15,there 15 molt 
necellity, and vic,of lyyveraigne preſervatives,fuch is 
2race,agantt ſen,conſcrience,againſt corruption.the huſ- 
bands wi[dome againit the wives weaknes, his diſcretion 
againſt her rebe/ron, Thar which hath made many a 
kaftands mifery out of meaſure miſerable, 1, the want 
of this one thing ; had this leflon bene well lcarncad, 
his loade had becnc more then halt /ze/tened, (1t nor 
G wholy 
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wholy caſed wheras the addition of his evill co hers, 
Fath made the burden imply} inſupportable. ButI 
will not now dwcIT ypon this particular , becauſe I 
purpoſe (if the Lord pleaſe, and 1 uue,) 24 Mmorc ample 
treatiſe touching this poynt , wherin I ſhall endca- 
vour,totcach the Hul band, or Witc, that is erations 
and beleeving, the way and meancs , how to fave the 
Witc or Huſ band godles & wnbeleering out of thoſe 


—— — 


— ———_ 


Secondly, as we councell a Huſband to this praiſe, 
which he may , and muſt doe ; ſo we further adviſe 
him (beſides this) to pray for that , which he cannot 
doe. He mutt be an earneſt !turor ro God, tor ſuch a 
Wife, and be-(tirre him-teltin prayer, to him who 
hath power to make her , both oy ro him-ſelf,, and 


. happre to her Huſband ; we are not ſo happie in any 


bleſſings as in thoſe we wyn by petition, and inthis 
a man may be hartened , and hauc cncou ragement 
ro goeto God , who i able in every thing to doe what- 
ſoever hewill, and whoſe only power and honor it is, to 
doe wonderfull things. 


He only, can make , 4 firre tree of a thorne , a mirre 
treeof abryer, x 4 
em __QnﬀuT.c. 


He 
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He only, can make, her to 7 10 obteine 1e mercy whic. which hag Macth. 3.6, 
obteined no mercy. 
He onby, can bring light out of darknes,_ 
He only, can raiſe children to A braham of ſtones. 
Bc not faythles bur faythfull, benot faint, but fer- 
vent in ſecking the face of the L ord tor this thing, by 
\ ncetſant_ ſupplication. He that made Adam ſuch 
acrcature , ET 2n there was noxe, and built him (uch 
abletſing of his boxe , Can doe tas good, in thy C- 
vill. . Canthe converſion of thy Wife be difficult to 
him, to whom the creation of his was lo caſic 2 did he 
realy of his owne accord (withour all intreaty) 
build her  1ntirely, who had neither matter, forme,na- 
trenorgrace ;before-being ; and docit thou doubr 


— — 


that he will deny thee (being fincerely ſought) the 
toynting, framing, ordering , and bewtifiing of thine, 
whickicballedrady, His, was to make, thine] 1SON- 
Iy to menae, make forwardec to hin Who of his awne 
Flemare didthe one for him , at thy prayer | tor his 
Sonsake)he will will notdelay to doe the other for thee 
in his rime;)or it he doenot, he will fit thee to beare 
thing affliction , and that 1s all one, to be treed 
from it. Ir difter's not much, to hauc no burden, 
and to haue ſtrength to beare the burthen that we 
haue. Many "a m an t that hath had a croſſe in {teede” 
of a crewne , hath , yet; "ad Aa 7rowne” ©of his croſſe, 
Thu s hath | beene py Lords doing , and it hath beene won- Math, 1, 42, 
derfull in in our eyes ; and one of theis two wonders hath 
heever wrought, either, made the bad wite good, 
according to the gracious Hur bands hart , or, 
make his good hart ablc,and mcete, to v ndergoe the 
G 2 worſt 
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worſt ofherevill , And if the Huſband thus heavily 
Wived,(hall take thoſe councells& ſhape his courle 
according to them , hc ſhalbe ſure of more comfort 
from God,then he can haue calamity by her. Theſe 
are the meanes, that may make her good, (ifnotin 
her (clf yet'ro him, & theLord glorious in the both, 
according to the goed pleaſure of his ſacred will. 

Thus , having ended what we hauc to lay to Huſ- 
bands trom this 1nſtructio, we muſt now begin with, 
you wives & giue you to vnderitand what good dntyes, 
he looke's tor at your hads,that made you luch good 
creatures, Our third vſethertore, hath reſpect to you 
alone. 

Weſhall nor nced(I thinke)to preſſe ypon you the 
perſwaſton of our doctrine, 1 nas 34 no queſtion, but 
all is in your creed which we bhauc {aid touching your 
cxcellency > & that moſt readily you yecld all aſſent 
vnto the ſame; I warrant, you thinke it as true 4s the 
Goſpell,; and that, « hat, 4 truer word was never ſpoken;wcll; 
ſeing we haue no neede 70 provent atall to you, our 
endcavor { halbe the more fully to apply that home, 
wherot, your hartesare ſo throughly perſwadcd. 
We are moſt willing you! hould belccue this truth, 
& every iot, & tittlc of it, (as it &Gods reveled will)but 
we would not haue you boalt of it,as if it wearereal- 
ly trve in every Wife that (hiſtorically)can conſent, that 
it 15a truth #» 27 ſelf, It mult not puffe vp them , of 
whom it is meant, (neither indeed will it)much lelle, 
whoſe want of good , doth not make it 200d vpon 
their perſons. It 15a moſt true propoſition, as God vn- 
derſtandeth it , of gracious Wives, but athouland to 

ONC, 
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one, bur it is falſe of all thoſe that vnderſtand it of 

them. ſelfs : no point of divinity muſt produce pride 

in any hart;that which is holy & true will breedeno | 
hawtines in an honeſt, & well informed minde, but + + Fe 
them 7oyfully-hamble, thar deſeruc it , and thoſe inſt- 

ly aſhamedthat doc not. You muſt then , win t, and, 

waere it, be worthy of it, and enioy it: it you be [Wo- 

men of ſtrength, gracious , and holy Women whole 

harts endeavour the honor of God principally , and 

your huſ bands happines(in this place)fay:bfully,you 

arc the crownes we {peake of. Shew vs your graces, 

you,ſ hall haue your glory, we ſhall ioy, to acknow- 

ledge your worthines, when your workes doe chal- 

lenge it , forwe gaine, much comfort as you owe Cre 

dit by it, it being our happines in you, by which, your 

honor comes vnto you. Burt, lct none of you be 

proud of the prayſeGod giveth you, he revealed itto 

g1ue YOu,cncouragement,notto make you Concei- 

red. Humility hath beene the glory, ofthe moſt holy 
Women, the beſt of whom, hauc ever thought moſt 

baſely of them ſclues. So was Sarah: Rtbeccah , Ruth, 

Heter, Abigail, with many more, ( whoſe danghigrs ye 

are in well aoing.) Theſe were CROWN ES butthey 

would not crack of it , howbeit, the Lord hath lett 
them(for rare Women)vpon the recorde which can- 

not berazed, heaven g& earth ſhall paſſe away, before the Math, 5. 18, 
evidence of their honor ſhall periſh. The moſt humble Fe 
Woman, hath ever beene moſt honorable: ſhe is the 
moſtgloriow in Gods cyc , that can be meanein her 
owne. Mary the mother of Chriſt the mirrour &,moſt ** Tf 
bleſſed, amorg Women , is witneiIcd to be both lowly, Luk. 1.38. 
& blciled, G 3 Take 
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Take hcede of treading a t7p-toe, becauſe of has 
truth, to goe farre, on that talhion, is the nextway 
zo fali, rhe only way to goe without this glory ,1s to 
arrogat C1t, 1t perramerh Icalt, to thoſe that take it, 
litl&15 thei 1171 tO 1, (1 any atall)that over-cagerly 
reach attcrat : no;zno;ag00d Woman w:l beleeve ,ſhee 
ſhould be acrowne,not,b by azz that ſhe s,though the be 
10C. R 

Thoſe that are, let them rcjovce bur not in them. 
ſelves, Or their ſexe CIthcr, 1, COMC $ not by kinde that 
any atraine's this honor , it is grace, not naturethat 
eive'sit. The firſt woman that ever w.:s good , fell 
naught, and became his yes nto whome | he was 

\ ctcated a cronne, rPemes”7 1t was not long 
' of her huſband that the prov cd naught, but that ſhe 
) drew her evill imediatly,from the divell,and, her he 


A Caveat to 
V omen. 


I 

/ band trom her ; which may be (I thinke) a good rea» | . 
S tc 

ſon, why abad woman(o tarrclurpailerh a | bad man, 


indevili{h condition. Had Adam drawne his wite 
intro miucheife, we ſhould dayly hauc hal 1t 1# our / 
diſh, ourimperious Dames, w ould make vs hcare of Þ 7 - 


g It, togurtiecth, we had bene (urc of your deadlycit exc. = 
cration, it, through vs, you had beene br: ught V Ne tþ 
der corruption. But you reape better mc: iurc at = 

g our handes, though you ma. Icvs wretched , we v p- a" 


braid vou not , norarc the more bitter becauſe of b. 

d this, the devill hath all our camity and 12d:gnation, " 
You,our p/ity and comiſeration , though YOu WOUns þ | 

| ded your. lves,and vs, {0 incurably at one blow. N 


Womens ca= Bur, (jr may be) you wil bid vs thanke ourlelves, _ 
mills againſt and fay , wehaveour mcnd's, in our owne handes, 
mca confuted, becauſos = 9! 
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| becauſe Adam(havingablulute free will \might have 


choſe whether he would hauc yeclded to his wife or 
noe, & ſo,it was his owne fault that he tell, he might 
have ſtood, and beene {ti|l good, 1t he woulde. True. 
But (I pray y OU) Was NOL  Hevah as free as Adam? 
might not | hc have choſen(firſf)whether ſhe would 
hauc tallen into the pitt ornoe ? and icing | he d1d, 
mult 1 he neede's pullin her Huſband too ? might 
{(hce not hav c beene finfull alone © mult the be his 
temptor , ſeing that the Devill was hers, and carric 
him with her tclf, vnder their makers malcdiction 2 
who can tell that Adam would have done thus © it's 
likely the_devill doubted the tucceiletung he fort 
not vpon him, 1t may bethoight, he miſtruitcd the 
man would not yeelde, ſeing he made choyle ot the 
woman to cninarc him. But, admitt he had beene 
pong te. and prevayled v ponhis Owne perſon; may 
any body attirme he would have (done as ſhe did) 
vAorc her with himſelf, and being made woſull, m- 


| ſtarily, to become Satans agent , tomake his wite {0 


OO, 

Bur (in favour of your ſclvcs) it wilbe replicd, 
that though her tault were vudenable , yer, it 1s the 
more excuſuble, | becauſe ſhe was the weaker creature, 
and had ſo ſtrong and ſubtle a temptor , wheras Adam 
being morcablolute, was overcome by her, who 
was moreftayle, and inferiour. Truc ; ſhe was mul: 
chicf*'d by the devill,he , by her,bur that betore her 
ES weaker in grace, then Adam (they being 
both in the perfect excellency of Gods image) 15 
MOTC, then I'can make goud. How bcit, admitr (for 
h 'C + the 
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the time) ſhe were the weaker, yet, ſhe yeelded to a 
Divell,ro a Serpent, he,to a Woman, a freinde,his owne 
deare Wife; her (educer was infinitely more to be 
ſuſpected , {he could notbut know , that there was 
nocluch image , nor voice of God ,1nabeaF, ſhe 
might haue takKena thouſand occaſions, ot moſt juſt 
jealouſy , againſt him that th apcarcd, and cr'c ſhe 
had ycelded, hauc gone to her Huſ band! 1t {he knew 
him ro be more abſolute then herlclt) tor counlcll, 
and direction , what 10 doe , or decline , whether the 
motion were fitter to be heard, or , to bc abhor'd, 
ſeing it began with the groſſe accnſation,of their moſt 
glorious creat or. But he is (ot vpon by her , that was 
made of himſclt , and for his greater good, (which 
ſhe pretended in this particular) ſhe was moſt preci- 
ous to his affection and beloved of himſclt; ſhe was 
acreature reaſonable, both of Gods making & gra- 
cmng,and his beſt bleſſing : It {hewere (in any mans 
opinion) the weaker and more impotent creature, 
doubtles in the dwells apprehenhion , ſhe was like 
tO Prove aſtroneer, and more prevayling tempior to 
the man then himſelt,ſcing, he durſt not atlault him, 
by any other in(trument ; bur pickt our her , as the 
moſt probable 1tany might be poſble) rd be perni- 
ciousto him. Now,who loc is overcome by an oper 
adverſary whome he may repcll it he will , 1s juſtly 
reproached, but he that is wounded in the houſe of 
OE , by thoſe he /oveth bet , and miſtruſteth 
teat , cafryes every mans comilcration , where he 
come's- | 
Sothat, now you lee there is no __—_ 
$ 
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this kinde of contending , the worſt ena wilbe ev 
yours, though ours be too bad ; ſurely, he that hath<. 
made you, our greateit comforts, (Cven our Crownes) 
doth therby infinuate you were, once, the heavieſt 
croſſes we had : beglad (not proud) in him who hath 
made you goodagaine ; & though you were found 
{o good as heintendeth , yerevermore beware of 
ſwelling , 1n ſuppoſing yourleluces ſuchtrealures to 
vs, aSif now we were happy by you only , you only, 
1m your (elues,and not by VS. 


This one worde therfore , I would hauc with A mertoran= 
you,cr C you goCe , that it might be a perpetuall mee dum, 


morandum tor the abandoning ot all (clt conceit,that 

11a good Wite may be ſuch a pecreles tavour to a 

Hut band, a good Huſband cannot be 4 meaxer, but 

a much more emment) mercy to a Wite. It were 

{cnceles once to dreame, that your happincs by vs, 
{ hould be inferiourto ours by you , 1t1s very poſli- 
ble we may cxcceede & be beyond you herin , but it 
canot be, we { hould come ſhort,or lic behinde.Iam 
ſurc,it is better having a healthfull head, the aſounde 
Jae , though both be finguler bletlings. Is not 4 
good King: ablciving incomparably beyond the beſt 
Crowne 7 «It a perce of a man (a rib) could make you lo 
rare aſavourto vs, our whole man muſt needs be a 
much more rich mercy to you. All this (and much 
more wichI coulde adde) 15 oe our fide , & {hewe's 
you to be more happie #» vs, then iris potable for 
Vs tO be in you : you arethe belt bluſsings we haue, 
we the beſt you can Yawe. Letvs buth be glad in him 
that hath (mutually) made vs toc, and glority that 
| H God 
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God,from whom we had our tirſt originall good, in cre. 
ation , by whome we haucour ſecond ſþ1rituall good in 
regeneration , and with whome we {hall hauc our laſt, 
and beſt eternall good, im zlorification. 

Say not,in yourſelves, ſome haucidlcly done it, 
therforcl digreile into it) that if you had not beene 
made of man, you had beenc more happie , and we, 
not vnhappie by you. 1s itnot grofle prelumptionow 
to ſurmiſe conditionally of things , Otherwiſe , then 
God hath [=t them abſolutely trom CY crlaſting * ? Isrt 
not egregious tolly to imagine any ocaſion of your 
muſcariage to lic , inthe wnattainted materialls, you 
had from vs (they being perte&t while they remai- 
ned ours , & pollured attcrthey became yours?)was 
notall your cvill of tic divcll only: ifourſubſtance 
were any incitation to him to attempt you , ſurc he 
would hauc beene mot bolde, where it did moſt 4- 
bounde, and then weſhould hauc had the tirſt onſett, 
And you thatthinke your iclucs the wor lc, becauſe 
you were made of man, I wonder wherot you could 
haue beene made to haue beene, erther better , or,ſo 
200d, cAnzellical ſubſtance became Satanicall; the 
lubitance of beaſtes , was liable youlce) to diabo- 
licall ſervice, & poſeſsyon , (witnes the ſerpent that de- 
cerved you) bcetides, they were baſer then man too. 
Either then you mult nor be creatures , or you can- 
nottellwhen youare well. 1 we would be querulous 
and make the worlt of every thing, how much more 
witly might we complaiaeagainit 1 you, that thus cau- 
ſeleſsly cawill againſt vs *thar wheras , you _reccived 
incorupted matter trom vs, you broughtnothing but 
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miſcryand corruption tovs. O, but you haue made 
vs a full-mend's s for all, if we will remember our 
—_— Tris true, {ay you)corruptio came to man by 
a Woman, & 4s trne,that Chriſt who cured all\came ot 

another 17oman.Sothat,the good vou haue brought 
vs, is farre abouethecvill; you glory that it was gi- 
vento #0 Man to be his F ather , yet a Woman might 
be his other, To beare thelecond Adam is more 
00d, then , it was evill, ro betray the tirlt, 

This 1s your plea. But thus to {pcake, 1$ at ONCCto be 4 
babler,a buſje.bodie & a boaſter & al threc,arc the bad- 
ocs of fooliſh woman ; bur our anſwer fhalbe breit, 
becauſe we arc uvut of our way. Chriſt had a Woman 
to his Mother that he might be borneto beare our 
inhirmity and (havin apaſſible body} he might bc- 
Ce a miſiea as -= firſt Woman, madethe firit 


man. Chriſt him- ect not ſo magnitie her that Luc, 11.27.28 


bare him (only in that regard) burathrme's itto be 
afarre greater prerogatiucto be, 4 myſticall member 
of him,the,a naturall Mather to him Beit,hehad a Wo- 
manto his Mother , no Man to his Father ; doth this 
either ſanttfie, or magnif) your ſexe? It toc, then 
doth ours ſurmont yours, {cing , it was giucn tO or 
ſexe, that hethoutd be borne a Man, not a Woman. 

Butwe will not wade further in theſe trunles con- 
tentions , ncither would Ihauc [poken a word this 
way , but to {top their mouth, of zgnorance and 1nſo- 
tency, who thinke all the ſwn-ſbine,to be on their ft1de 


the {treete, and, [indgrng only according t0 the outward 1ohn. 7.24, 


appearance,not with a righteous indgment, | doc,ncither 

diſcerne the thinges of God , nor their owne ſtate 
H 2 aright, 
, 
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aright, but goc on , gidatly intheſe (and many the 
like) fanaticall apprehentſions , the true diſcovery 
wherot 15 {every way )their owne diſadvantage. | 

Vſe 4. Tovn= Andionow having ſayd cnough (far the preſent) 

maricd per- to married perions, we come next to tonch (uchat 

_-. are yet to marrie , andto teachthemſome thing from | 
this truth , that a gratious Wite is {uch a good blul- 
fing : both youg men and maydes, mult make ſome- 
what hereof, it 15 very matteriall, and much concer- 
ne's them both, to conceiue rightly of it, in regard 
otthem-l\-lucs. Our next vic thertorc,lhallbc adviſe 
to them, and either of them. 


; Firit ,yong men (being perſwaded that gracious 
To youg men, Wives arc luch blethngs) mult be DO with God . 
by prayer, to prepare & tit them for the comforta- | 


blereciving of fo rich a tavour; it 1s (almoſt 2s miſe- 


— 


rable every way , (and {ome way more) to bc without c 
any bletſing.,as to haue it, being not fit for it;we haue ; 
nathing im mercy , trom the Lord but what he doth V 
make ws meete to receine andenioy , that good thing thar I 
tind's vs nothitred tor it , cannot be 200d to vs, beit V 
cvertlo exccllentinit{clt; 11 
It is the ſtrange , b{1zdnes and dotaze of the world, V 
alloone as any thing 15 applauded , to be preſently N 
cager of it, & hungry after it: a ch11d:ſb humor & diſ- 
poſition, doth polutlc them , what they concuit well n 
of , they will haue, not queſtioning, or caring, whe- O 
ther, it be ft for them, or they for it. But wiſUome, & P! 
iudgment, would firſt worke a mans will & defireto \ 
be ap! to hauc it,ab/eto vicit, andthen to poſetle it. h 
A miſe Father will dctainc trom his childe what he g! 


doth 
v0 
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doth through weaknes affe&t , knowing that though 
it be good, yet can itnor, be good to him, till he bewi- 
ſer. Godonly wiſe,our beſt tather,dothin like manner 
with vs,keepe s thoſe mercycs from vs, weare not 
in calc to receiuc trom hum. How happic were it 
we could ceaſe whyning and repyning againſt his 
oodnes , and fall to complaining of ourlclves, in 
whome 1s the only canſe of all the comforts we want; 
were we capable ot them , heaven coulde not holde 
them from vs. He that would hauc a matrimoniall 
crowne, ruſt firſt learneto be a matrimonial King. 
Itany beas vnadviſedly carneſt after this, as the 
mother of 1lames, and 1obn was, after that { he drea- 
med- of , their qualification hall be called in que- 
ſtion before they f hall attaine it, as hers was. 

Oh, that vawiſe man d1d know that his happines 
did not totally confiſt in the having of any carthly 
favour , (no not of the beſt bleſiing) and that ther- 
vpon, we would frame ourtirſt importunity tothe 
Lord to fitt vs tor his favours , and then to furniſh vs 
withthem, knowing thatthey are throwne in great 
juſtice into their bolomes , who know not how to 
vic them, as CAbigatl was to Naball, who is the 
more notorioully baſe , by hcr exccllency. 

Itis very pothble, that many a man may be more 
miſcrable(betore God)having a good Wite,the ſome 
other before the world,with a bad;he that hath the hap 
pier Wife, may haue the heavier account to make. 

Whenthe Lord meane's a manany mercy, he make's 
him meere tor it andthe mercy meete for him, and 
give's vs harts, to begg the former, betore the latter. 
© © Lect 
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Let this one thing be well minded of vs , for itisa 
matter that doth much concerne vs. To be willing 
to haucany thing that is good, 15 but naturall, but,#o 
be wiſein this pc erticular,1s a point of grace. R 
The LordvThorh his wiſdome and lone to giue X 
LAdam a Wite, to wit , ſuch aoncas might be meerte F 
for him , what bleſ51ng had ſhe (eſe) beene7 and, if Ml ©, 
this were Gods v nſpeakable g 8M to him , (hall \ 
f 

[ 

( 

) 


1tnot be good tor vsto 2 Weed the Lord icrvently, 
beſeeching, him to beſtow that good v pon vs, which 
he loc freely, and gracioully, gaue to the tirſt man * 
The ereater , or better any excellent thing 1s, the 
worte, & more wotull, is the ſame to luch as haue it, 
& hauc not wiſdometo viecit. It would ill become c» ſi 
very 1d:ot,or baſe Companion to be crowned, becauſe ÞW 


they hauc neither princely parts, nor , princely harts, Þ #6, 
and know nothing appertaining to ſuch honor. in |þ 
like manner, the lon of God 1s neglected, God him- ſo 


felt drſhononred, his beſt bleſving abuſed, our impicty Þ jn 

(inall this) immeaſurably multiplyed ,andall,thnrough pl. 

chis childiſh cagernesto enjoy, and inability toum- Þ| 5, 

ploy, the kindnetſes he doth caſt vpon vs. + 

: Secondly, Virgins or Maydes, who arenot yet(but | 

To Virgins. may be in duc time) marricd , muſt berake them- (lt 
j-lucsro Godroo, thar they may be luch tinguler | &© 

benefitts vnto thoſe ro whome the Lord (in due Wir, 

rime) {hall aſsigne them. The time was, w hen(once) ny 

it was natural! to your ſexcto beto excellent, but I (hy 


Cherhar fir/t enjo LES ir,deſtro'yd it, altering the proper- Þ {e, 


ty, andloling theprerogatiue by longing royouall; Wy 
You un mu{crelooc to that God w ho made her ma 
CES If) 


SOS — — — — 


) 
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ſo good , to make you «-»ew becaulc now you arc ſo 


bad. 


G3 


Andro ſcrthe quicker edge vpon yourſupplica- 
tions , docbutthinke whata ſhamc tis fora Wite 


Tarions \Voman 15 Tefie , ( in Gods account 


ticall members of his Son, 


not to be cxc ceding good,ſcing {he may beloe. Noc 


, and it 


any would be leſſe then ſan It1s pitty they hue. 
Vnworthy are they to weare a good Womans ap- 
pellation , who carc not to attaine her qualific ation. 
Botake your [ciucs then to God, and {ecke him v#- 
ceſantly , who 1s moſt able (and moſt willing ro doc 
you good. He can moulde you out of HEVAH'S, 
mo SARAHS , and inſtcad of naturall deformity by 
| ſm, g11C YOu celeftiall, xcellency from himlcltc , ma- 
: king you both ,matrimontall mercies to men, and »y- 


Having thus ftarre, |in the former wſes) ſpoken 


in potlibility of marriage : we might now in the /aft 
place, {ct \ pon the oppoſites of this exccllent ordi- 
nance of God. 1 mcance, eſpectally, thoſe who cannot 
abide,or brooke, that 1t 1 hould (72 opinton) bc Pre- 
tered before linglelite , in azy mans judgement , or, 
(in practiſe ) beat all ,PETMITTCU #0 [ome men, namely, 
tothe Mimi#ers ofthe Goſpell. Noman,may thinke 
rt cqually excellent w ith V Irg1nity ,0 Miniſter may 
meddlc with it in the exccllency that it hath , bur 
{hun, andabſtaine from it, as from ſome fonle, and . 
fearful ſin. The enemy and adverſary that hath done |, . , 
both 1neſe, 1s the impious Papilt. And (intruth) rhe 
maintainance ot ſuch propotitions may well be- 


1+ 


C 


{cxcme 


Vies. Againſt 
the enemycs 


| ſome- thing roall ſorts of perſons, cither marricd , or of Marriage. 


r Tim.4.1 3. 
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ſceme the ymp's of that ſpirituall Bawde, whome the 
juit Lord doth brande to be [the mother of whor. 
dames| even of naturall , as well as of myſ/ticall filthi. 
aes, whoſe church is litle els,then a ſtewes ſþ171t14ll, & 
(by the Lawes therdt ) alloweth , :»mmerable that are 
carnall incvery corner of the \ ſurped territoryes 
of hcr Antichriſtian jurilliction. 

It were molt caly to muſter vp a million of cvi- | 
dences againſt this evident herely and impicty of 
theirs , which being by the Apoltles verdict a [doc- 
trine of arvells] hath none to abett it but »15 4iſuaples, 
whoarc of d:abolicall ſpirit,judgment,and affection. 

Bur what necdeth there any morcto conture, yea, 
conftounde, them herein , then this apparant truth 
that we hauc taught. For if a gracious Wite be ſuch 
a bletling a5 15s declared, and was {o trom the begin- 
ning to Adam ininnocency,cven the conſummation 
& perfeetion of his pretent welfare (as betore 1s made 
manmiteſt) what man,or ſonne of man [except the man 
of ſin, and ſonne of perdition] can, with any colourof 
truth , account her an evill not to be touched 2 and 
eltecme any ſonne of Adam more holy , or moreh.ip. 
ty, withour her, then they are to whome | he is give. 

Tell vs,as the truthis,were not all men ( Mrngters 
as wellas others) inthe loynes of Adam * at what 
timethe Lord ſpcake that word [1t i not good for 
the man to be alone) and wasnot this ſpoken to A- 
dam, and {in Adam) toall that wereto come ot him, 
even then, when he /& all mankinde) were without 
anyTuchneceſity of a Wife, as ariſcth out of the 
lcalt naturall an0yance, 1n regard of concuprſcence , Or 

pj _ any 
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anv other defect, frailty, Or infirmity whatſocvcr. 
"Fad 1s that become wo bleſs92 ro lome mcen,vow? 
which was ſuch a happines,when all men weroat their 
be: Arc thoſe two , vaiverſall and glorious cnds 
which the Lord ſo diredly intended (1n the inftitu- 
ton of matrimony) become vaymeand voyd in any, 
to witt, the worlds multiplication , & the churches pro- 
azation., And is the third, (which came in ſoe acciden- 
(5 by our corruption, to wit,to become a remedy 
and cure of our impureand vncleane defires (which 
thc living God,in much mercy , hath made it to be) 
a meere nullity , to lo many as (throughout the world) 
entertaine the Miniſtrey. Noe, itis moſt vndeniable, 
that all and every of theſe three, doc,(and will to the 
worlds cnd) remayne in their full power , force, and 
vVeriue , without any ſuch ample and viwarranted cx» 
cmprtionas they make of all Miniſters The more cx- 
ereamely fintull,and excecrably lacrilegious , 1s this 
their falſe pinion , and enforced practiſe which doth 
(at once) ſtand guilty of a threefolde theft,toritrob's 
heaven of (nts; earth of rien, men, of 4 ſanctifyed and 
powerfull mheanes , toprevent ſin. This treble fellony, 
(with the i/any enſuing vpon it) provoke's devine 
vengeance which every tranſgreilor, 1» opinion , and 
practiſe, ſhall atſurcdly tecle trom that God, whole 
truth they haue (hercin) reſiſted, 

Encreaſe and multiply] was the common bene- 
diction, as,of all creatures , oe, of all mankinde , wit- 
houtany limitation ; who ſhall encloſe and appro- 
wow to ſome, whatthe Lord, at firſt, /ayd open, (and 

th tor ever left open) 10 all? Who. ſhall debarre vs 

I of 
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of that which the Lord alloweth > and binde where 
he looſeth 5 Ainifters, by the 1mpurity of nature, 
areas corrupt as others, and ſtand vnder the ſame 
neceilityes naturall, thatall men doe , ſhall they be 
made incapable of the remedy, who are as incident to 
the malady as any 7 Againe, Miniſters (though or4- 
ginally,in cquall corruption with all mankinde' yer, 
1 by the more ſpecrall power of ſaving grace abounding, | 
inthem, aboue others , (their whole lite, being no-" 
| thing bur a converlation with God) arc in 2rcater 


poſability , toturniſh the church, and till heaven, 
with a holy ſeede, then every other, by how much 
they arc , (or ought to be) both , the bed? Huſbands, 
and the beſt Parents, being put apart,totcachall per- 
ſons in both perticulars. Who can dreame, that the 
wiſdome of God hould reſtraincſuch,of matrimo- | 
| ny,who arc the likelye#t men to advantage, both hca- 
venand carth by it. I willingly ſpare, to tell you, 
with what z7fizite drſhonor tothe Lord, with what n+ 
\ ſufferable abuſe , yea, blaſphemy of his ſacred word, 
with what vnſpeatableevills , & willanyes vunameable, 
adulterous inceituous, Sodomiticall , this their Diabol:. 
call aflertion hath beene upporteo. I know nor, | 
what impure practiſe 1s ſo 4:2conſly ſhamefull, or,hel. 
liſhly ſinfull, but it hath beene acted by this occaſion. 
Thedead trog's in Egypt, did not ſtinke like thele 
devoted Catholiks,who being ,chaſtein opinion, arc loc 
foule in converſation , that he that comparceththeir 
opinions publil hed intheir treatiſes, with their prace 
tiſes, detected intheir Hiſforres , ſhal ar once , diſco- 
ver, moſt hatcfall hypocriſie , and much horrible diſho- 


net). 
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© nefty. All rae records vnder heaven,can hardly match 
: the monſtrous filthynes, and egregious enormityes 
T of thoſe Roman virgins varo whome,a Vl 1fe(torloorh) 
> BE is cxcecrableand vnboly, bur all uncleanes , torbidden 
» BM inrheſcaventh commandement , 0747nary, Bur it is 
- & nortmecte I thoulddiſcendinto in#ances , this place 
. 15 200 holy ,thote particulers arc 200 b.ſe , and filthy,to 
7, FF bementionedmere,or inany modeſt preſence. Belides, 


it 15 done abundantly by others, both among them.. 

elues , and vs. La#tly, their champion Bellarmine Con 
tefle's, he hath »o ſcripture toavouch ir; (and we can 
av ouch much againlt it ) why {hould we conrend 2 
» = conlidering allo, that this is a7 edding aay , and ſoe 
- & muchthe more vnfitr 70 fight in; we come hither to 
> BB adviſeour freinds, rather then wo 0»poſe our adverſa- 
. B&B 29c, andthar we may hauec the more time to counſel 
. you, we will (for this time ceaſe our quarrell with 


by. 


— 
G. a _ £4 


ww 
Cn, 


them. And thus much tor the firſt generall inſtruction, 
K ariing out ofthe words co idered jointly , and !9gc- 
ther, 


The ſecond Sermon, 


E arc now to proceede and put on, to a 
more particular inquirie into them , eſpe- 
cially into this word CROWNE ]where- 


vnto (you ſee) a good Wite 15 here compared, and re- 
ſcembled. Anc ſurely , it being tor ſome finguler and 
notable ſimilitude, that her qualification hath ro a 
Crowne, that (among all other things) the wifdome of 


God think” $1t mecte to compare "her therevnto , it 
; I 2 {halbe 


d P 
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ſhalbe probrable tor vsro cuquire after the ſayd ſem. 
blance, (otarre as we may tinde the currant correſpon- 
denceand congruty that the one carryeth rothe other. 
I ſay,the currant conſonance,becaule we meane not to 
intermeddle with any vngrounded Atlegories , or pa- 
zallels ; which while tome haue affetted , and mynted 
x Cor. 4.6. jntheir owne braine , (aboue that which i written ) 
froth and vanity hath beene broached in ſtecd of ta- 
cred divinity ; men hauc beenc more humored, then 
God hath beenc honored: Themſelues haue gotten a 
litle zdle aplanſe,and oftentation, bur,their hearers,and 
readers, no heavenly edtfication , by \uch vnlavory al- 
ſimulations as they hauc invented, and divulged. 

Bur that ours may be ſound and currant, we will 
rake only ſuchas the ſcripture doth warrant , ſpca- 
king no more in Allegorte,here,then is platnlyſpuken 
(by the ſpirit of God elſwhere, 

To beginrhen , he that call's a Wite a C rowne,doth 
evidently ſignitv that much lye's vpon thatman to 
doe, that would tinde herlocto him-ſelf,and be hap- 
pily crowned in this kinde. The particulers to be vn- 
dertaken are rhcſc two , that follow. 

The firſt, Firſt, very mature, and exceeding ſerious delibe- 
ration about this matrimonill buſines, in generall. 
The ſecond. Sccondly , good circumſpection and infightinto 
our procecding (and into the party, with whome we 
intend to procecde} in the particuler proportions, 
which may appcare , betweene her and this crowne 
* whichdothrepreſent her. And theſe two (well obſcr- 
ved) will make vs truly wile,and happy,inour cnter- 
priſe, and the progrefle of the lame, 
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Touching rhe firſt of rhele, the Holy Goſt (who Marriage doth 


tells vsthat ſuchaWite s a Crowne )dloth,in thus ſpea- 
king atlure vs , that in marriage we muſt manage our 
buſines,as Monarchs doethe attaires of their crownes, 
which being of mighty and moſt important , conſe- 
quence , require the ripeſt heads , and men of deepeſt 
wnderſtandine, to order them , by their beſt adviſe 8 
counſell. When queſtions and paſlages ot this kinde 
arc on foote, all the wiſdome and policy ot a ſtate 1s 
taken vp, & 1mploy'd, to conſult abont, and to con- 
clude, vpon,the particulers propoſed; all ſolicitation 
and intelligence that may be had1s ſought ont , every 
thing throughly ſifted , nothing left vnſcanned or vn- 
debatcd to the vtmoſt , which may conduce to the 
ſerling otthe crowne 1n peace,v pon the head of hum 
that 1s the heire apparantthere-vnto. 

Now,as reaſon and policic in the crowne monarchi- 
call, fo religion and piety wilbe our guide, inthis 
crowne matrimoniall ; the condition and ſtate wherot, 
is not ſo lebt or triviall, thatalitle adviſe or conſul- 
cation will (crue the turne,to dipole the ſame aright. 

A crowne , argue Sas well care, and circumſpection, 
to be had about :t , as , honor and promotion to be ob- 
tayned by if : matters matrimoniall, muſt haue the 
moſt and beſt counſell that may be had, and are, in 
no wiſe, to be vndertaken with /{/g4t and ſud- 
daine, but with ſerous, (calonable , and well ſetled 
reſolution. 

The Lord him-ſelf, herin, is our preſident, and doth 
goe before vs in the pradtiſe : his wikdome (we know) 
15 loc infinite , as.it needed not , any time , to debate 
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any thing, that he would doe ; he could, in one mo- 
ment of time, haue, diſpatc*ht the whole worlds creation; 
aad in the fame moment, haue alſo ſerled the perpetuall 
order, of heaven , & carth , and all rhe hoſte ot rhem 
for cver ; howbeir, he wil ſeeme'to vs , to deliberate 
and as 1t were) to call a counlcll concerning man,and 
rhat of only once ; about his making [let vs make man | 
but againe, corcerning the matching of him [alſo the 
Lord God ſayd,c >c.] Wetinde noſuchadoc touching 
any other creature;noe, but a word and an end. /et the, 
or that be, and loeit was ſoe.] Now this is an obſervable 
aifference , 'my deare bretheren) and it halbe good 
for vs to dilcerne rhe realon of it;which.no man an 
imagine (inthe leaſt) ro be any greater difficulty wit 
God, becauſe all things are alike caly to him who ſaith 
[14 any thing hard to me?) the reaton was (rather) this, 
that the L O R D among other ends he might inted) 
would {cad vs into this courle, by 201m? before Vs him« 
{cltin the ſameghis voluntaty deliberation{who had no 
ncede tro doe Ge was rol hew Vs, wW hat we ought me- 
ceſſarily to doe, rhe buſines ot marr1gc bem 7 ſogreat, oC 
our ability foe litle, to dilpole the ſame. 
And, as God himſeltharh bezan to vs, (0 hauchis 
childr CN followed his example and ded their PraCs 
tif}, inawile, and holy imitation, of the ſame. 
Abraham was tO match his ſon and heire , to be- 
ſtow , Iſaac, marriage ; when he goc's about it, he 
call's hikes wiſcſt , and moſt truſty (ervant, whome he 
moſt ſolemnly chargeth,y ca,conmreth with a mighty 
oath, touching his fidelity & care , inthis important 
matter ; having {o done, he break's his mynae to him 
at 
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atlarge, inthe particuler , and (with many dclibe- 
rate words) o1UC s him his commſ0n, and {cnd's him 
away aboutit. The good ſervant, is not behinde hs 
gracious maſter , inthe excccution of the charge co- 
mitted, andentruſted, on his care , but having re- 
ceived it from him, carrye's itimmcadiatcly , to God 
in prayer , and we finde him , molt initant with the 
Lord , to proſper his proceedings therin, deliring 
all good guidance trom heaven, how he might de- 
mcane himlclt (vpon all occations) that might oc- 
curre 1n this patlage. And he being thus regardtull, 
and conſiderate, 1n this thing, how did the L O R D 
ſucccede and bleile the maſter in the ſervant , the ſer. 
vant 1n the buſines , every way admirably , both with- 
out dores, and within ; in his fate conduct to the right 
place , in preſenting (there) the right party , about 
whome he came, {he being the firſt marde he meer's 
withall, &ſhewing himſuch tavour,as ſhe did;&whe 
he was come #nto the houſe, how doc her treinds/after 
his moſt diſcreet diſcovery of his meſſage affect the 
thing, effcr their free conſents, andacknowledgethe 
matter,(ſo witcly carried) ro proceed of the Lord?to 
whoſe pleaſure,they all moſt willingly firdowne inthe 
ſame. And thus, by Abrahams communication with 
his ſervant, (and without doubt he brake it firſt ro 
God,in ſecret)& the ſervats wel ordering of himlclt, 
towards God dutifully, toward men deliberately, Iſaacs 
marriageis well made, he hath a Wite , that was « 
crowne and happy comfortto him all his dayes. 
And, what or who? would we haue to perſwade 
vs hcrvnto but the praCtiſc of God and man ; and this 
I 4 their 
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their courſe is more then enough , to ſhame and con- 
vincethe weake , and vnwile carriage , of many (yca, 
of moit) rcn, in the matter wherot we now treat, 
whoſe manner is to ruſh moſt raſhly ypon this cſtate, 
as the bar d horſe into the battell, nor forecaſting any 
thing , before , nor fearing any thing that may come 
af ter, tor want of adviſed care,and (calonable conſtr 
deration ; but 1-row them-lclues deſperately into it, 
diſpatching a marriage in fewer dayes , then it might 
well be begrn, in, ſtriking the ſtroake of wedlock at a 
word , vpon ſmall accquaintance , and litle counſell, 
catching ar the crowne aſloone as they ſee it , and (er- 
ting it vpon their owne heads , before it be'determi- 
ned, by due adviſe, whether of righr it belong tothem 
Or nOC. 

And , is there any folly , in things that fall out in 
our temporall cltate, like unto this ? may we rcaſy- 
pably conceiue that theſe Men ever thought a Wite 
to be a Crowne? ieing they beſtowed {0 litle conſulta- 
tion abourabulincs of ſo great conſequence 7 Was it C- 
vcr hcard or read inany Chronicle, that any{King,did 
immediately , vpon the death of his pfediceflor 
crowne himſelf (withoutany delay , or Efiberation 
atall)? would it not be thought a marvclqus vanity 


. &indiſcretion beyondall compariſon,itany ſhould 


ſodoe? Yes ſurely , the world would wonder at his 
want of witt that ſhould goc this way to worke. We 


 know,the manner of Princes, to be tarre otherwile, 


for they (though knowne to be heires apparant be- 
forc-hand)vſc,to ſummon and atlemble their Peeres, 
to conſult with their /tateſ- men and connſellours, al- 
ſigning 
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figning aſolemne time for the Coronation , and ther. 
vnto,they make moſt royal and ſumptuous prepara» 
tron, ſuchas beſcem'es "48 excellency of the action. 
Bur thele haity idrotts, (of whome we {peake,) hauc 
done much more groſily inthe matter of the Crowne 
matrimonial, (c1zing the ſame,vpon their owne lilly 
conce1t of being heires , conſulting with nothing 

bur fleſh and blood, (&,it may be, with none buttheir 
owne)and ſoc, hauc bought andſ{olde themſelues, & 

altered the property of their eſtates , vpon {tghter 

tcarmes, and as {tle tzme , as thetale, or purchale of 
an 9.xe,or an ſe, a ſheepe, oraſwyne would require, at 

a wiſe mans hand. Ando viuall is this practiſe now 

a-dayes , that it recorde were kept of ſuch wittetle 

carriage, the number of theſe fooles, would ſoone fill 

many pages, and (ivell intoa large volume, in alitle 

time, throughthedaily frequency of this egregious 

vanity. 

Bur the praCtiſe appearcth (by that which hath 
beencſayd) ro be 1mprows, in that it doth ſoc farre de- 
generate, from Gods owne practiſe , and the courſe of 
his holy ones; who hauefollowed him therein,as that 
itdirectly contradicteth both, 1hem,and him. What? 
didthc Lord of heaven, the only wile God (who, in 
himſclt,hath ſoe much ability, noe neceſsity ) ; and haue 
his ſaints whome he hath inſtructed intrue wiidome, 
wiſely adviſed about this bulines? and wilt thou (a 
wickedand wit-lefſe perſon) dare, withour feare or 
fore-knowledge,to tore-{ce and { hun, enſuing dan- 
gers,that doc infallibly follow ſuch g/adte expedition, 
offer to adyenture vponir , to lcape into it, pulling 
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more vpos thee ina moment, then many yeares , or (it 
may be)rhy whole l1fe,will caſe thee off agaipe. What? 
are Yee ant then God himlſclt? are his fairkiull chil. 
deren fooles to you * God's courſe, his childrens care, 
(you ſee)hath beene othcrwiſe then yours and there- 
fore, ceartainly,cither Gods owne,and his childrens 
example, (in conſulting) condemn'es you of fearfull 
-mpiety,or your procceding (without it )accule's both 
the Lord, and them , of extreame vanity ; vndoub- 
redly, cither they were 100 curious in doing 100 much, 
or youare #00 careleſſe in attempting too litle, Bur, be- 
caulc to chargeGod,or his children herein,is to blaſ- 
pheme , theretorelerno ficth offer to lay any thing 
ro Gods charge,orto acctte his choſen, bur lct evc- 
tranſgreſſor inthis particuler, bearc his ſin, and 
ame. | 
And afſuredly , the ſhame cannot be litle , ſcing it 
carricth tuchablolute contrarrety to that, wherin the 
Lord mean't to honor himlclt; neither can the /in be 
{ſmall , bur itis our of meaſure ſinfull, becauſe the 
practiſe of ſome (whole proceeding in ſome other 
articulers, is cenſured to be, both ſinful and ſhame. 
Full) doth yet condemne (in this point) the corrupt 
carriage,of the ſotts,we now perſuc in this reproote, 
who herinare vpbrayded , by thoſe who haue beene 
otherwiſe very 1mprons, or vawiſe , in the ſame pal= 
ſage. Doe but lookevpon a tew inſtances. 
Vncircumciled Siem com'es to his father Ha- 
mor : Hamor he go'es to 1acob, tocommune with 
him concerning Dznah ; though the defiling of her 
wereadecde dereftable , yer, this deliberation taken, 
touching 
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touching a further, and fayrer progreition : in thar 
which was fouly begun) is commendable rx 1hem,and 
inutablc,is vs- 


Sampſon,howloever he was too lick of loue, and Iudg.14.1.2, 


over-much enamored yea bewitched , with the bewty, 
and {mooth face of his firſt wite, yet he did nor poalt 

preſently trom the ſieht of the perſon , to the conſum- 

mation of the action, but gett's him home, break's the 

matter to his parents, entreat's their favour , furthe- 
rance, and aflent, in the ſame : and in this he is to be 

commended, though in the other to be blamed, Nay 

the 4ivell him-lclt, will contute thoſe fooles, for whe 
he hath any internall plott on foote , any helliſh de- 
ligne to compatlle, his manner is, to congregateand 
allſemble 415 agents, and to helpe them with all the 
ſubtilty,he can convay into them ; and they plotr, & 
they prate, they argue, and debate, they diſcourſe, and 
canvaſſe everything they can conceive , how to car- 
ry molt cloſely, and effect moſt cauteloſly, what they 
intend, & purpole to execute. Worſe thcretorc,then 
the worſt men,yeathen the devill (who & worſe, then 
all men) is their condition , who will not doe foe 
much in this one good thing, as he,and they, will en- 
deavour in every evill, Bur, this I hauc noted to be a 
notorious ſubtilty of his, very malicious and miſcher- 
vous, that,as,he maketh vngodly men very vigilant 
in that which © naught ;ſoc,would he haue all menre- 
wiſſcand negligent in that which « good ; and prevai- 
ling,in both theſe , (eſpecially vpon impious per- 
fons) he doth wrack and ruinate irrecoverably , all 
that he can inlnare, & perlwade, to make more haſte 
K 2 then 
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then good ſpeed , through the giddy violence of a 
headdy and vnruly affection, which , (being but car- 
nall, ſenſual, and deviliſh) yer taking his courle, can 
haue no happier 1fſue,then a heavy cnrſe,or (at laſt) a 
miſerable croſſe, 

How much more comfortable would it be for c- 
very man & woman, better to bethinke themlſclues, 
(and that ſeriouſly and throughly| inthis ſo worthy, & 
waighty,a bulines ? Deliberation,neverdid any man 
hurt. W:ſdome, was nevcrany man's woe or foe, but 
the want of it, hath beene bitter to all ſuch as haue 
beene over-haſty inthings they hauc vnder-taken 
withour it. 

Miſerable and lamentable experience, hath made 

It to appeare to every mans Cyc, and obſervation, 
what hauc beene the wofull,and belliſh iſſues , of ſuch 
wnwiſe and haity matches,both betorc God,and man: 
it 1s foo eaſily , 8&,t00 truly obſcrvable, that many who 
made ſuch poaſt haſte to weare this Crowne , haue 
ſoone found it ſo greivous and inſuffcrable , during 
a few forlorne daycs, that they hauc made a hard-ſbife 
to liucthrough,that,tocalcthemiclues of that inſup 
portable plague they haue w:{fully i hortned ther 
owne ſorrowtull, and vnhappy time,and tallen(vn- 
timely) into the Crowners hands tor their bodyes , and 
(dying vpon luch tearmes) who can concciue com- 
fortably ot the (tate of 1hery ſoules , or haucany hope 
ofthem with warrant from God. Theſe (of all others) 
are they that juſtity & make good, SolomonsProverb 
betorc mentioned , that ſuch a Wite is [more bitter 
then death} tor loc,they chulc rather, and think it 
better 
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better to dye,then toliuc with her, & make as much 
haſte ro their mſery now,as they didto their marriage 
before. 

I may not inſiſt, or dwell vpon this particu- 
ler , having divers more to vntolde. Let vs all 
(lince loc it1s) relolue, to beruled by the Apoſtles 
countiel (whether our marriage be to begin, or alrca- 


dy entred vpon) [Walke, not as fooles, but as wiſe) and Epheſ 5; 15, 


now , knowing whatthe will of the Lord is, let vs cn- 
dcavour,to doe according to what we know , and then 
we ſbalbe happy inour decde, and hauc prayſe of 
God, and approbation ot his people , and conſolation 
in our owneſoules. And, for ever hcaratter, lct vs 
feare ro offend in this reprooved tolly, beware we of 
being (this way) faulty tor teare it come to vsin our 
matrimony,asitdidtothelewes intheir over-impor- 
runate defire,and expedition, to hauca Monarchie, 
they ſped farre worſe then ever they thought off,and 
ſo 1 hall the man and woman that milcarrie's here, 
meere with mutuall miſcry ; HE that hoped of a 
Crowne mecte with a croſſe ; SHE that made ac- 
count of a King, be ſped with a tyrant cither, & both 
becoming miſcrable,being neither married, nor par- 
zed, by the Lord,inany mercy,bur begin and exd hea- 
vily,as did the Iſraelits , who being ſo madd vpon it, 
that a King they would haue , not Samuell,nor God 
by him could perſwade,founde that true(by that time 
they had caſt the fir#,8 the laſt, &(as we lay)the mid- 


ale, & both ends )which Hoſea tell's the,that their Mo- Holſ.1z.1u, 


narchie began in Gods anger, & ended in hisfury , [1 
gane youa King in mine anger , Cf tooke him away in my 
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fury] Andas then Kings goeto wrack, when there 15 
diſcorde about the crowne, & ſubiettsto ruine , when 
there is debate abour the KXz»e, ſoc; then and there, 
begin's, andthence growe's, and encreale's, the m1iſc- 
rable croſſe , the vnhappie curfe , of a Huſband , anda 
Wife , andthe whole tamily ; when matters haue not 
beene wilely before hand reſolved vpon, and orde- 
red by wifdome , then comes fſtrites, debates, bitter 
words, & blowcs(which cannot but be barbarous be. 
tweenc Huſ band and Wite) the faruly 18 in vprore & 
confuſion,the Hul bandand Wite, in combuſtion,there 
is nothing but thwarting , and vexing cach other, 
the louc that was {o ſvone begun, is atlvone done, and 
inſtced of ſome ſlight contentment , which either did 
enjoy fora litle ſeaſon, ſorrow and vexation of ſpirit, 
abideth with them both , tor tearme of life. 

Doth it not now behoouec every man, to haue 
ſpeciall care , and exceeding great circumſpection 
inthis bne thing * Let vs guide our affares by 1wdg- 
ment , and beſcech the Lord to giue vs vnderſtan- 
_ ding, againſt our indiſcretion. They that come to- 
gcther vnadviſedly, tor the moſt parr, are partcd deſ- 
perately, Miſery without meaſure , cr mitigation, 
attend's and overtake's , thoſe that begin and end, 
withouartlealure and conlideration. 

He may wel , and worthily , be thought a very ig- 
norant man who reading the {cttey of ths text , that 
fuch a woman is a mans crowne;doth not read!1 ly CON=- 
cciuc, ſome of the ſenceto import this particuler,that 
the bulines of matrimony is worthy of much delibe- 


ration, and may not be attemptcd, and conſumnared 
with 
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with ſuperficial {uddaine and {lender thou ghts. 


If to marry be a Crowne buſines,not only conſcience 
in thoſe that are relr1g10ws, but, common ſence jnall that 
are reſonable will lay, 1tmuſt be moſt warily adviſed 
vpon, _ ſoc warghty. And if we haue both thelc, 
(religion and reaſon) to treind in this point ; letthem 
goc tor enemyes to both, who hall neglect, ertherto 
take due notice of both , or taile to doe, according to 
the notice they oughtto take. 
In this thing then, let vs berake our ſelues to God, 
for all the good countell that heave , or earth, God or 
man , may (by any meanes we can vic) helpe vs toO. 
It is no1hame ordiſcreddit, but 1t well become's, 
every,one that 15 to meddle with this matter of mar- 
riage , 10 beg, and fo borrow as much as he can. T o beg 
from the Lord , to borrow from his children , all the 
wiſdome we can,the more we obtaine,the more able 
ſhall we be , to pleaſure our ſclues , to proffit others, 
and in both, to pleaſe God , who doth deligt to haue 16i.g.s. 
his children ſue vnto him. His name is [Counſeller] pgy,z1, 14, 
and he hath promiſed to [guide ws by his connſell.] 
Secke his face torthis , he wilbe founde of thee , and 
make thee wiſe in the way, that thou t houldeſt goe. 
And this is the firſt generall duty , inthe butines of 
our matrimony , which we muſt be carefallto prac- 


iſe, if we would be comfortable , in what wedoe. martiagere- 


Touching the ſecond, it is more ſpeciall, and parti. quires good 
culer,conſiſting of our exact inſight and { kill, which i268 
t doth concerne every one of vs to haue, in every 
ofthoſe thoſe things which this worde [crowne}] doth 
turther repreſent 1n awite , that we may not only 
k £ know 
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know , that we muſt deliberate , but alſo vnderſtand 
wherabout, our deliberation muſt be beſtowed. 

And that will appeare to be indivers particulers, 
which we wil endeavor to go through in their order. 

And firſt, he that calls a Wite a[CROWNE] doth 
vndoubredly take it tor grated that 45 crownes are, ſoe 
Wives, ought to be of the beſt ſubſtance, and conſti- 
tution, Crownes are copolcd as was before noted) of 
the rareſt royaltye's, that can be had, the tyneſt gold 
is for matter, & the ornaments of it , all other excel- 
lencyes of pearle, & precious ſtone that can be got. 
Thus muſt itallo be in this conzngall crowne , no Wife 
can be a Crowne to her Huſbaud , but Che muſt be re- 
fined by Gods ſpirit of renovation , and purged of all 
the in-bred impurity , and baſe droſſe of natures COr- 
ruption. 

And inthis point (as well as in that which went 
before) 1tconcern's a man to haue hu eyes in hu head, 
and looke well abouthim,ftor ita man haue no (kill 
in mineralls, nor be notatallſcene 1n metralls he ma 
ſoone be deluded with ſom ſorry (though ſhyning, 
and well-ſeeming) counterteit , which wills preſently 
decerve,and perpetually greine, him. It nothing (1 
proportion) will make a Wife, but what wil make a 
Crowne , all baſe mineralls muſt be abandoned, and 
oolde only extertayned , inalmuch as it is. Gods 
mynde and meaning , that the ſhould bea Crowne 
for mans greateſt ornament, and honor. 

Iron,1sto0 meane, being a mettall of moſt ſervile 
vic, both for man and bcatt , it is farre fitter to make 
Chaines and fetters tor a tellon, or villaine , then a 

Crowne 
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crowne fora King. Lead4de, is too ſordid and heavy, 
roo worthles and ordinary , 1t 15 dusf kith, anddirty, 
withourall ſpendor , or bewty , and cannot content 
the cyc , much letle can itadorne any thing. Braſ{e, 
15 £00 bale, it hath ſome ſhew, and glittering , butit 
is nothing victullin glorious things , it add's no ho= 
nor to any thing, wherin it 15.Copper,is toO courle al. 
ſo, (chough it exceedeal the tormer) yet, it hathno 
extraordinary price or vſe,and theretore vnmeete to 
makeany thing inthis particular, All theſearc 12»0- 
ble & frog mettalls, they make nothing in crowne 
matters, Andſoareall Women , vn-meete and vn- 
worthy to be Wives, or to beaccounted Crownes in 
whome any 4drulterate, and baſe conditions are pre- 
dominant , as,in /ezabell, in the wife of Teroboeam , and 
divers others (noted by the holy Ghoſt) 1s too pal- 
pable. Ot every of whome (andall ſuch as ſurvive 
them, inſuitable diſpoſition! we may ſay both as the 
Prophet ſaith , T hey are all braſſe and iron, cc. and the 
Apoſtle, They are but as ſounding braſſe,cc. having 
only ,ſome gorgeous appearance, but no good ſubſtance, 
inthem. Iris good then, to be ſomerhing infighted 
in this thing, & the rather becauſe now,in this({which 
1s called, the/ron)age,a man may be looner overſicene, 
then heretofore, when the times were purer, and the 
perſons better, then now they are. Droſſe, and bale 
metralls, more rare, and go/ae (the only metrtall tor 

this vic) was morcabundant,then in our dayes it is. 
It is /he, & ſhe only, that 1s in requeſt here, none but 
the Golden woman,ci make the man 4 glorious crowne. 
Itis not potlible ſhe ſhould be his honor, or orna- 
; L Went, 
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] ment, it ſhe be nor purifyed, and made precious by 
| God,as tyne golde. And to fay as the truth is,a golden 
Woman, 1s almoſt as rare, and, full. out as rich, as a got- 
{ den myne, which made Solomon proclaime , and cry, 
q her rarity, by that interrogation, [who ſhall frnde,+c.] 
| and her rich.nes,by valuation, [her price & farre aboue | 
the rubies, fc.) As if he would tell vs, that of many 
that ſceke , few doe tinde, yea he himlelt atlure's vs 
(in his owne experience) that he ſought 1nſfantly,con- 
ftantly, and individually, and yet he mitled of lucha 
one as he fought tor. His owne words 1mport all 
theſe particulers , where he ſaith he [connted one by 
one, | [bs ſoule ſonght] and that [ yet his ſoule ſeeketh] 
| and after all this he goe's withour,and (pecd'cs nor. 
Now, in things of greateſt difficulry,there is neede 
of mo#t & beſt guidance, that we may be well inſtruc. 
cd , both how toſeeke , ſoe , as we may finde , and ha- 
viug found ſucha one, as we ſought tor , (ſo tarre as it 
lyeth in our power to diſcerne,) we may allo, be » 


Eccleſ,7.27.28 


raught how to try her whome we haue ſought and 

founde , whether ſhe be inwardly and indeede , thar, 37 
s whichinexternall appearance,and ſhew,ſhe ſeemeth, & | 

would be thoughtto be, by all that ſhall rake any * 


norice of her. E 
Two things. Set we our ſelucs then toward theſe two , to witr, KM 
I how to findeand how to !ryſucha Wite, there 1s wiſe K 


How to finde, dome 1n learning , and there wilbe welfare in practi- 
2 {ing both. 
Ce? And firff, tor our finding,our care mult be double. 
Firſt, to betake ourlelues tothe 71241 perſon, who 
only hathſuchto giue, 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, to goe to the r1ght place, where ſuch may 
bc had as are given. 
Touching the former, it is God to whome we of 
A g | Ts Touching the 
mult goe, we mult haſte vs to the mc Jos hgh, even to Perſon. 
him who iS the alſufficient fountarne of eVery good and 
perfedt gift. And inmore ſpeciall manner ot 1h#s gif? 
(as wedeclared before.) It 15 he alone, that can burne 
vpall ourdrolle tl we bepure, andltake away all our ai.t.254 
tynne : none buthe , can repazre and redtify our na- 
ture, by his grace , and make vs c#7rant and cleanein 
his owneacceptation, and his childrens account. We 
hauc ſhewed before, that the tindiug ot tucha Wite, 
is a favour wo the Lord , mutt itnot then follow , in 
all rcalon, that if it be a favonr to finde,it mult needes 
be our faithfullnes toſeeke the ſame at his hand , who 
relerve's this one favour, tor his owne donation from 
his one hand ? as weallo haue ſayd before. Freinds, 
may be mooved, ſought vnto , and ({ollicited, to doe 
vs kindnes in this caſe but we muſt beware , that we 
never make them,cither the primary in order , or prin- 
cipall in etimation , wetmult make vic of them only, 
as meanes, inſtruments, and cvcry way , vnderlings,to 
the Lord ; but, inno wile, to lecke them before him, 
or depend vpon them , without him. It was never the Note, 
Lords mynde to take away fromvs all vſe of ſubor- 
dinate mcanes , but only torteach vs the true ſe of 
them , he chd not intend to diſplace them wholy but to 
diſpoſe them orderly. And theretore he who cometh 
to man, abruptly ſaying [1 would thou wouldeſt helpe me 
70 4 200d Wife ere.) & moue his freznd, before he haue 
mooyed the founraer , he 15 judged (in this caſe, a 
L 2 tranſ. 
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tranſereſſor , truſting inthcarme of ficth , athing, 
which the father of ſpirits will not endure , but rc- 
venge,asa diſþparagement & diſhonor done vnto him, 
as iscleare in Aſa, and 4vazzah, and divers other 
more at whoſe hands he rooke it excceding 111, ac- 

' &Chron.16.12 counting himſelf as not ſought vpto, atall, ithe be 
| notict,in the firſt and beſt place. 

And herin , the fore-named commendation of 
Abrahams ſervant is wel worthy to be doubled, who; 
howlſocverhe went for another (not for himſelf) and 
hadrecerved from his maſter, ſo plane, and plenary a 
commutlion, whatto doc,and what not to doc, that 
he could not hkely miſtake,or milcarry, inany part 
of his meſſage ; yer he preterr's his ſupplication to 
God, & joyn cs prayer to the errand, he had trom 
his maſter ; God ſhall heare ot him #2 the proceeding, 
as well as he did of his maſter :x the beginning. And 
ſurely this courſe of Abrahams ſervant, would well 
become all the ſervants of Abrahams God, eſpecially, 
when they goe for themſelues , and haue not ſuch 4 
good enide, & ſnfficient Councellor,as this ſervant had. 
And, intruth who would, (were it not wicked, yea, 
witleſle in any thar ſhoul4 7) goetfor any thing that 
is truly good, but only to him who (being GOOD- 
NES 1 ſelf) isablolutely BEST in himlclt\, & 6eſ# 
able,todocvnto vs according to our detire. All men 
louc in merchand1z1ng for any commodity , to g0e 
as neere the wel-head as they can, to ſuch as make 
the commodityes themiclues , & from whole hands 
they doe 9r42inally come. Goec we,and doc hkewile, 
tor this conrſeas attended with comfort, we arc inthe 
beit 
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beſt way , to our beſt remporall good. To whome Iohn, 6. c8; 


(faith S1mon Peter in ancther calc) ſhall we goe], in 
this , let cvcry ſoule ſay the ſame reſolutely , to him- 
lf, ro whome (to witr, ix the firſt place) ſhall I goe, 
to getthis bleiling of bleilings, but to him who Parh 
them to giue , CVENtO the Lord , whoſe hart is lo- 
ing, whole hands liberall, who made ſuch a crowne 
for Adam , when the whole world could not yeeld 
one, who alſo can, either make me ſucha one, it I 
haue none , or make her that I haue lucha one, if ſhe 
be none. To him (therfore) willI goe, and before 
him to none, and after him to any, who (vnder him ) 
may doe me good. It was he that made naturall mi- 
ncrall golde inthe carth,inthe creation, he it is that 
can make our carthly harts ſpirituall, and myſticall 
golde,to himſelt by regeneration. Whoſoever would 
weare this crowne, let him goe noe other way with 
any hope to hae it. So much tor the Perſon to whome 
we mult goe. 

Our ncxtrule muſt be for the Place whither to goe, 


touching which , we may be well aſſured , thathe to Touching the 
whome we goe (if weleeke him , as we ought) will tell P!Rce- 


vs whither we mult repaire, the carefull obſervation 
of the former leifon,, will much help vs in thu latter. 
The Lord hath not vnrverſally (cattered theſe mer- 
cies, and made them common every where, but re- 
ſcrved them a-part , infuch places whervnto he will 

ſend his ſervants to goe, and gainethem there. 
Crownes are no comonthings, every Towne, or 
Country , doth not yceld them, there is b«t one ina 
Kingdome , andthat is to be teene, only at the court 
L 3 where 
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where the King refiderh. And where the King of 
heaven com'es and remayn'es , there (and no ell- 
where) are theſe crownes to be had ; inthe courts of 
his owne houſe where his Kings, & 2ueenes, (whome 
he hath made graczows to himſelf, and doth purpole, 
to make 2lorious with himſelf) doc conſtantly come, 
to his holy adminiſtrations i» publike ; as allo in the 
houſes of his children , where they continually 
dwell in their private condition ; thele places mult 
thoſe perlons viſit that intende to ſpeeds : to the pu- 
blike place; only for obſervation of ſuch as are mot 
frequent there,and familiar with the Lord, who both 
know him.,and arcalſo knowne of him, by their dai- 
ly attendance vpon him : And to the private houlc, 
for Chriſtian accquaintance , and (calonable execution 
of our deſires, as we {hall apprehend caulc , and en- 
couragment, when we come inany intimate manner 
to vnderſtand the ſtate of the party, with whome we 
haue to deale. And out of theſe places , they are not 
ordinarily (itatall) to be tuund ; noe , they are more 
rare , and leſſe comon , then commonly they are con- 
ccivedto be. 

Our father Abraham , is noted by the holy Ghoſt 
to be excellent at this, he giucs 1tin molt ſpeciall 
charge and purtr's itin expreltly as one principall ar- 
ricle of his ſervants oath , that he goe to the right 
place,to take a Wite tor his ſon , which p/ace (thar it 


may not be miſtaken) he doth deſcribero him in a- 


doublemanner, both, negatively [not among theſe Ca. 

2anttes among whome 1 dwell Jand, poſitinely, [but thou 
ſhalt goe to my fathers houſe], And wheras the lervant 
might 
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might hauec objected and fayd: S/r, you dwell here 
inagoodly land where youare well knowne to be 
of good reſpect, and great eſtare, no doubr, but you 
may haue great matches for my young maſter nee-= 
rer home ; it is here knowne what he 15 borne to,and 
that he ſhalbe well lett, and therefore '1t 1t may ſtand 
with Four good liking,) 1t1s not ſo gooda way, (tor 
your ſons preferment) to {end fo farre,to aplaccand 
a people , wherwith weare vnaccquainted , and they 
with vs : befides, who can tell , that all will fall well, 
and that we ſhalbe ſure of fayre , and ſquare dealing, 
among thoſe that are ſtrangers, lo remote; all your 
expence, and this paines, andtime , may be loft. A- 
braham prevent'sall this (and whatloever might be 
ſu gocſted telling him,that to that placehe mult gO0C, 
and doe his belt ro effect rhe bulines , which being 
done, he is diſcharged of his oath , though the 1flue 
doc not anſwer Abrahams expectation. Only herof 
he is vn-moueably reſolved, that his fon ſhall not 
match in that vile, place , vponany tearmes. And 

how the Lord an , didiecond , & ſluc-ceede 

this holy reſolution, we haue heard, 4:5 ſon was moſt 
happily married , h1m-ſelf exceedingly 1oyed. 

The more iuſt and righteous, 1s their reprehen- 
fhon,who having lo plaine a beaten way betore them, 
(to leade them vnto the l1ke),doe yet wander 8& goe 
a-way from the ſtraight path which (herein) they 
oughtto make to their teete ; whole practiſe { he- 
weth apparant oppolition totheLords preſcription 
inthis point. Doe not they deſcrue the tarteſt taxa- 
tion, that cither 12norantly , (not knowing the _ 

L an 
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hand from the left ) leaue rhe right , and ſtraggle to 
| the /eft , or willfully, runto Babell, in ſteed of Bethell, 
their care 1510 litle to goc to the houle of the faith- 
full,chat they cnquire not of,what houſe they are. 
The courts of Gods houſe are ot tmall vic,and ob- 
ſervation tor any ſuchend, & ſuch as trequent them, 
arc in litle requeit(for ths matter):Litle requeſt did I 
lay?nay,it were well, it chey were not (for their fami- 
liariry there) in /eſſe reſpec, and more reproach, by how 
much they arc obſerved (more then ordinarily the 
world doth)to trequet theſame. Nay,(faye's many an 
impious , and prophane wretch) it ſhe be a church. 
goer, a gadder after ſermons , let her goe , I will none 
ot her , I cannot endure theſe preciſe Dames , who are 
all forreligion,and never well bulicd, but when they 
are poaring in their Bibles, they ſhall fir (till tor me, 
I cannot a-way with ſuch ſcrupulous toolcs , that 
would beſo pure. And ypon the barking of theſe bell. 
hounds thus, it cometh to paſſe, that ſvme moſt wic= | 
kedly witholde themſelues ; others , are witholden by 
their vngodly governours, from ſuch publike pla- 
ces of piety, &the performance of luch holy durics as 
God requircth, and they that arc indrzed Godly can- 
not neglect ; for teare, that it they be notcd for ſuch, 
their marriage may be hindered. A miſcrable and di- 
abolicall conceit, that the beſt meanes of a happy 
marriage 15 now become amayne thing that mary es 
| it : holynes is a hinderance to a Huſband : who can 
| expect any thing bur a curſc in this courle, wherin 
| the way ofthe Lordis relinquiſhed , & the crooked 
paths of Satan are traced. What hydeous dayes doe we 
luc 
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liuc in 7 a:ul what hellrſh harts doe luc inthele dayes? 
when things /pirituall, arc 1npeuiments to Procee- 
clings mairimoniall,an that which 15 the only bletled 
ſweetentng ot-thc lame, 1 reputed the bane and poy(on 
of tucha mation. No patience (but Gods)could patle 
by tl1s,or Putit VP. 

Thar pertons ſhould reſoluc to forſakethe Lord, 
and d4ivorcetheralclucs from his tacred ordinances, tor 
comming together in marriage. Were 1t not juſtin 
the Lor.l to forſake them both , and tuffer them tor c- 
Ver tO goc their owne way, to their preſent and eternal 
woc 7 Iudge with yourlelucs , whether the divell be 
not the maker of that match, which teepes out gouly- 
nes,& wherin pety muſt not once appeare,& | hew 1T 
(olt'(wnaleſiert bewn the worlds fize) : And that ſtrayne 
thc God of this worlde.can brooke well enough; but 
the Lorddoth abhorre it, as wanting both warght SC 
meaſure betore him. 

And as (vponthis internall luggeſtion) the places 
are ncgt-c/e4 which ought to be frequented ; Soc , on 
the contrary [beholde} how places of prophanes, 
ryot, and irrcligion, arc haunted tor this end. It Sa- 
tan hauca ſynagogue of vamty, and gather together 
luch a godlcs crew, as ſavenr of 0 rel121on, bur ſtinke 
of all manner of abhomination,it alwarme of tintull & 
lIicentious perſons, ſhall any where ailemble to a 
Stage-play 4 may-7Ame «+ OC A dauniong match 4 where 
the Lord himfclt'1s blaſphcemed, his day prophaned,his 

ſamts derided, religion, and holines, v:lified ; thither 
flock rheſe , and(viually)ſuch as are, or may be, vb- 
{ervedto be molt eminct in 1/15 vanzty, arc enterray- 
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ned as moſt excellent for matrimony, The land of E=" 
gypt, and gate Of S19-2a774 , werenotmore flock't vn- 
ro, and throng in the tamine, thenthele places are, 
toſpy out, and purchaſe Wives. And ot what repu- 
tation ſuch placcs haue beene tor ſuch purpoſes, may 
Judg.chap.19, PPcare from GOD, 1n thar which his wikdome hath 
and 20,and. 21 Ictt vs, to pcrulc, and rcad, JN ONC PRIN ſacred w rit, 
wherin we tinde a ſtory well worth our beſt contide- 
ration. And thus 1t was. 

Therribe of Bearamm,was groſsly guilty, of amoſt 
foule and monſtrous tact , firit of the abuſe and rhen 
ot the murther , otthe Levits wite. Vpon complaint 
- ade, the other tribes reſolved to doe juſtice, in the 

duc punif hment of {© haynous a cr5me,and a willany, 
ſo barbarous and dereſtable. The offenders retule to 
anſwere the matter judrcially , but will arme them- 
{clues rebelouſly, againlt all Iiracll, and fight it our. 
Iſracll muſt now deale by ho#tility , with them , who 
reloluc not to betryed, by equity. Well, they doc lo; 
and at laſt Beniamin 1s tovied and hath the worſt, a 
miſerable tlaughter 15 made , of all their Women and 
Children , nor one of them 15 Ietr aliuc ; and bur f1xe 
hundred men,ot the whole tribe. Theſe tew arc tor- 
ced to flv, andrake arock, to relcucthem-lclues,and 
ſauctheir liucs. Beingthere, [rac will lurceaſc this 
bloody barrell , lealt atribef hould ftayle, and be ex- 
tinguil hed from among them. Now to prelcrue this 
tribe from vrter periſhing , they beginto bethink 
themſclues, what to doe to get Wiucs torthercmain- 
der of thele adulterons and rebelirons Beniamits ,torhis 
£nd (note well cheir courte, it was not more mu po- 
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licy, then Gods puniſhment ) they remember that there 
was an Tſ#all , and annuall time ot dauncing atiucha 
place, and thither they (2nd thele Ber, is, ro hift 
tor themlclues, that every one m1gt catch or [natct 1» a 
Witc tor him-(clt, by fraud, or force, as he could, that 
{) he might ſpce de lum-(clt among thoſe danncing 
wenches, deeming them the mceetelt to make Wiucs 
tor thete baſe miſcreants. As tor their owne, all 7/7acll 
had execratcd him , thatt hould giue his daughter to 
a Bentamate. \\ cell: this adyitc being taken (choughl 
cannotcommend , either them that gave zt , or chem 
that —_ 't, tor certainly, it was ſinfull in both) they 
are thus lpcd, with luch Wiucs as were though tirte(t 
tor them, neither theſe Bentamuirs 200 bad tor them; 
nor, they 700 zood tor the Bentamuts, but ſuited, {zxe ts 
like ax the Rulers of 1ſraellthought. 
1hsſtory,is well worthy to be confidered, lo tarrc 
as God was 1uſt,m the procecding Of all inconſtaerate 
perions,to w homeit may be a wholeſome memoran. 
aum, that they run not loc heedlesily tor crownes,to 
FM: ces, and perſons, of (uch laſcivious demeanor , and 
vainc carriage. For inaſmuch as the Lord would tut- 
terluch to be (ſtollen away by violence, and to batcly 
proltitured , whoſe dauncing was ſinzle only (of vir- 
gins)& much more ſufferable then ours can be, which 
1s mixt ; how heavily, and vnahappily , may they cx- 
pect ro ſpec xc! who ſhalbe tound among our daun- 
cers who are promiſcuous of both (exCcs, and v cry 1m- 
pure in externall geſtures £ All divines, (or, the moſt, 
and beſt, both, of olde,arid new) doe {enrence this prac- 
tile to be ſenfull before the Lord, againſt the ſcaventh 
commandemcnt, M 2 Who 
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Who can expect or hope fora crowne,where ſuch 
courſes are ? it any doe,he may (poſ6rbly )meere with M# 

a Crowne of THORNES (ſuch as our Saviour BF r 

Z, :$3n the high Preiſts hall) char is , one that w i]] peurce 8 7 


foſh.:23.1 © : 
« Sam,23. oy his ſoule,and wounde his hart with many lorrowes: 4 } 


orit he mille that, it is kelly, he may beſped( (through MF » 
the lIightnes of to0 many accuſtome. 1TO this courle) F t 
withthatinfamous crowne of HORNES, wher- * y 


with we vſually (vnderthat word , inthis ſo.ame-full 7 
ſence) vpbrayd, thoſe, that are marricd to ſuch as arc J 
tuſpected to be toule in thoſe impure practiſes : and 1 
foe ; what with ſorrow , or , what with ſhame, (or it $0 
may be, rely þ miſeryes meeting in one) a mans hte be- | s\ C 
com'es laathſome,and abhorrcd, to himlclt, and noy- | | 7 
ſome, through an evillname) to others. It any, that FJ a 
went this way hauc ſped better, it is C xtraordinary fa- f C 
vour,he cannot thanke the place,or party he went vn- | 
to,or promiſe the likeſuccette vnto any other ; nay, Þþ! T 
he 2: 6 blefle God abundantly , who let himel. | | C 
cape this eminent evill , and advitc others (by all We 
mcanes) to beware of advnturivg,vpon the like pe- 8 4 
rill. Can any man vie theſe del any comfort) [t © 


torthele purpoſes 7 W ould any ſtate {end to Bedlam | t 

to chulc a privy counſellor © or will any wile man,laile 

fobn. 1,45. JNtO the Ocean,to terch freſh water © Can any good come 
out of this Nazareth : hauc notthe be#t tound bad ſuc- þ 

ceſſe , when they hauc taken the wrong way to their d 

owne weltare. What heavy Voyages, hauc many made | _ Et 

v 
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when they haue gone our of their way : Moſes to 

M adian : Solomon, into Egipt : Samſon to Timnah : 

Gotthele men Crownes ar Croſſes; he that look'es 1n- 
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to their ſtoryes , ſhall ſHone ſee what their Wiues 
were. Moſes had a very ſhrew , a Woman of a palsio- 
nate, and molt vnquiet(pirit, a very female-fury, (he 
made worke for all the mecknes he had , though he 
had more then any man inthe world. Samſons Wite 
wouldno nay , but ſhe muſt know her Hul bands 
hart, (rouching hu riddle )and tell tales to her nation, 
whervpon began the occaſion of -5 hate of them, & 
their enmity againſt ham , wherin the Lord was moſt 
juit,bur, { he, nor they, knew 1t not. Solomon was as 
11] ro paſle (ifnot worſe) then both, for (it his owne 
Wite( Pharaohs daughter ) werea proſilyte as ſome doe 
conceiue) yet the other Wiucs, he had, were not hel- 
pers, but temptorsto him, to draw him, both naturall 
and ſp/r1tuall1mpurity, againſt the ſecond, & ſeaventh 
commandement. The day would be 00 ſhort, & my 
diſcourſe too long, it I ſhould tell you of ſoe many 
more , as might be mentioned in this kinde , whoſe 
carriage call's for our reprehenſion and comiſeration, 
not for mation , let no man make them preſi- 
dents, but premonitions ; let thetr evill, be our 200d, & 
the way they tooke,our warning, not to COME necre 
the ſame. | 

Beware,all you that would bc happy,if you would 
Wiewell, take the right way , gocnotto Dan and 
Bethell , to Egipt , to Maaian, to Shilo among the 
dauncers, but to Sion where are the true Wor ſhippers. 
He that (being warned) will yet be wi{fal/, going 
where God is not , may ſoone make himſelf wofull. 
The Apoſtle giues vs good counlell , [Be not vne- 
qually yoaked with infideils] the words may be vn- 
M 3 der- 


Numb tz 2. 
Iud. 14.15, 18, 


2 Cor.6, 14; 


Gen, 6.1.2, Unſuitable 
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derſtood matrimonially , though otherwiſe inten- 
ded. The Lord, to type out the parzty, the due de- 
corum , and comely proportion, he would hauc kept, 
(as well in this , as in other things) made a Cere. 
montall law , againſt the v nequal! yoaking of beaſts 


:.10.11 inthe plow, as | [of an oxe,and an afſe, together] the mo- 


rall wheroft was an ather matrer , and holdeth g gOOG ; 
in conjugall,as well, as in ſprritnall , affaircs ; to witt, 
that,it for ſome reſpects , the v might nor yoake their 
beaſts thus , for none, (ſhould chey ever yoake rhem- 
{clucs, vne ually. And whattwo things, can be more 
SL theſSons of God ard daughter; of men |? 
Iſraelites and Infidells: the members of Chriſt, and mon- 
ſters of Antichriit 7 the beloved of the Lord , and the 
lymmes of the divell> Whena man hath one who en- 
deavours , and draw'es all ſhecan, to withdraw him 
trom God. Some men arcadycnturous and daring 


yea, prelumpruoutly deſperate herin, in regard of 


| 0 ne {trengrth, which they ctteeme able, to 0- 
ver-{tand all atlaulrs , becauſe that women arc the 
weaker veſſels, they are nor lo much to be teared,and 
therefore, at the zntreaty of luſt, coveroutnes , ambi- 
tion , (or ſomeſuch other Satanicall ſuitor ) they will 
cry, whar they can doe . and hope {o they tell vs $) ro 
convert and reforme ({uch a woman, rather then, feare 
to be miſled, or perverted by her. 
But. beloved) }Hope,n this,(as in many other things) 
is a Witch & carry'cs men into ſenſles conceuts of their 
*OwNe; againſt the manifeſt, miſcrable, & perpetual! 
experience of all men , who haue tound it farre other- 
wilc vpon proote. Who hatheveradvcntured , and 
NOT 
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not beene wrack't, or,over-ſet,or (ſome way) ſunke in 


this ſeas How often hath the weakey wept , made 4 Prov. 7. 27. 


1 aſſall of the ſtronger ? Doe not we Rnow that a 
oorc,lcane,and faint jade,will drag moredownethe 
*t , then three or foure (Or more) {tout , and ſtrong 


horſes , can draw vp againe? The wicked woman Matth, 34, 24+ 


draw'es downe the hill, tor | he draw'cs downe 10 hell, 
(and that deſcent is morecaly , then any downefall on 
the carth) and how ſoon 1s pre/; uming man,pull din- 
to pergition rrecoverably. | 
T he very elett (if it were poſsible ) had beene deceived, 
nay , deſtroyed , by them : 1 might ap pcalc to many, 
you may take good notice of wo, (before named) 
Samſon and Solomon, both men of rare and extraor- 
dinary graces , yet , pittifully miſcarying by this 
meanes ; or it you will (ceall your miſery i one 
mirror ; looke vpon one,cven Adam, who was both 
b:yondthem, and all, that ever lived before, or ſince, 
yet foyled in his full ſtrength,and wnfected , yea, poyſo- 
ned, & that in the pa—__ of grace, by his woman, 
whome the 4rvell thought as we obſerved betorc) 
more meete, & likely, to gyerturne him,then himſelf, 
orany other inſtrument, could chule , or vic: andif 
he, who was without ſin, & had armour of proofe vpon 
him,(cventhe power,of created grace)was yet woun- 
ded ro death © What man, orſon of man , that will 
come necre her , can hope to be out of her gun- ſhore 
and battery ? conſidering, he 1s but a nated defendant, 
againſt her deadly darts , and {he, (through Satan) as 
politike and prevayling an adverſary, as cver. It the 
paradice of God,rmay|polibily) yeeld a bad Wife,what 
M 4 Pro- 
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probability is there , that any prohibited place can 
yecld a good? and if rhe tirſt man did tall Here, how 
Can any * hope to ſtand, vpon this v#-holy ground * 
And thus we lee, both to whome to gOC, '& whither, 
fora matrimonial Crowne , the partyes whome , and 
the places where, we may (ecke, are now knowne vn- 
tovs. But all is not done, when we haue done both 
thele , there is vert vic to be made of more willome, 
when weare cometo the r/2/t place and partyes. Our 
Engl h proverb 1s good, All 1s not 2olde that zliſters ] 
Every one that 15 at the court, hath not a Crowne. 
i werim—_ Hence ariſeth an abſolute neccility , of ability , and 
we mutt make { kill, for dee tryall, to be added, tothe (aturclayd) 
due tryall, bc- diligent ſearch ; that we be not deceived , with that 
nv P'0- which hath butan outſide , and1s no more then ſce- 
ming thoughit/byne. And inthis our rryall, we mult 
haue double direction ; to witt, of ſome things, 
Double direc- wherof we mult take heede ,as having no good vicin 
tionin this rhig procecaing ; and of ot hears, wherot we mult 
tryall, take holde , as without whole vic , that which we ate 
tempt cannot prof} per. 
OG dn Thethings we muſt beware of, and carctully ca- 
ae ure ſhcre, arc two : tir{t, the carnall eye : {econdly, the c0- 
things, vetons affe(tion , they are both arch-traytors to this 
; matrimormatll crowne , and yet as vey rebells as they 
be , they aomineere in too many marc hes , few are 
 madewithour one of them , and or many without 
both. The carrnall eye,is a bad chulcr, the covetous af- 
fedtionis well worte ; both arc too baſe , to haucany 
Ed employment 11this honorableenterpriſe. 
—— Touching the carnall eye, who can trult it, no man 
_-6p that 


THE SPOVSE ROY ALL. 99 


that meddles with precious mettalls,or other things 
of great price,will repoſe conhdence therin , and by 
vpon bare ſight : he that bcar'es himlclt to boldly 
cheron,may loone become 4 be7gar : no;men are wi- 
= ſcrthen(oec,they will haue their r0uch-ffone , and not 
3 deale, but vpon ſurer tearmes the their eyc-{ight: & it 
the aaturalleye be inſufficient, & may decetuc 1n mt- 
neralls: vndoubtedly,the eye that is carnalt, will delue 
devs in marriage. Wasnot the vanity ol they eyc, 
the firſt vndoing of mankind * the divell layd the 
ſnare that ſhould deſtroy vs, in 145 ſence, it was that 
ey-pleaſing truit,that/at once) brought vs out of Gods Gen. 3.6, 
favour,and vrder his curle,that ſtrip'tvs ofour glo- 
 riousinnocency,and made vs ignominious. Did not 
4 the Lordtake knowledge of the lame evill in the 
2? ſucceſsionofthe world, when he tell's vs thar [the 
ſons of God ſaw the daughters of men] that is , looked mw 
luſtfully vpon them, and ſo made marriages , and had 
progentes that were monſtruous, both in nature , and 
inſn? Wasitnotthe eye of Sichern? the eyc of Samp- 
ſon ,chat brought evillvpon both ? Hath cver any 
man had happy ſucceſce , rhar depended vpon this 
ſence? Ithinke all the eyes we haue , will ſcarce tinde 
any oxe , though we logke 4s narrowly as we can, 
{ through all the records of heaven and carth ? Ir is 
no wonder though he meete with a counter f cit , that 
goes by his fight, for he may ſoone hauc as much 
as he can ſee , (ſcarce more) and what 1s that ? 
/ Why ,Godrell's vs,alitle [deceitfull favour and wayne pg 31. 30. 
bewty) which may bcſort a ſenſnall foole, for the pre- 
{ent , that he ſhall not once foreſce,or atall feare , rhe 
N future 
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fly. from it. Thercis no bondage 0 orcatcr , the 


was, the other , how reprochſnll. 
4 4 o oC antoncs of the CYC, hath nor beene : 


Our ==# 114%5"y , with two many more, 
hich bringing them norh 
which bringing them norhing bur © azzty whic 


ſee, bercaue's them of the vertue alter whic 


ſhould ſeeke. 
Our Lord Iclus Chriſt was carctull ro ad 


Mat, 5.28. 


and d:ſtroyed,\ n: ay much worle ; ſor wheras 


: 
% 


furure bitternes that ſuch a one bring's with her , 
hauc overtaken him, and he tecle it loc, as he cannot 


—— 


ullit 


nthar 


whcrinto the vrlawfull liberty of the eye, hath 

brought many , no ſlavery baſer, or more m1ſcrable, 

ſcarce any , comparable to it. Solomons yoncker was 
carch't{ue, and how contemptibly ; lis ſtate was,is 

bewraved in two baſe (but well befitting) families, to 

Prov.7.22, Wit, of [a foole going to the ſtocks , an 4 an oxetothe 
ſanghter} this, arguing how pernicrons his condition 


2 lirle 


wofull ro many ; the P: urtics before named may be 


vw ho le 


wats we might much bewaile , becauſe of this ev11l, 


hthey 
hthey 


lviſevs 


berrer , when in the Evar gelicall expoſ11108 of his F-a- 
thers law , helave's out the danger of a {»ſtfull eye, 
adconclude $ it to be adultero+s in ſome degree. 
And the Apottle Peter would alſo haue vs wiſer when 
he revealec's their ſtate , w 7 he [tyles , with an 
odtons (but Quc\ epithite, [eyes full of adultery which 
cannot ceaſe to [in] affirming ſuch ro be, brutiſhin con 
1Pet.2, 12.14, VCrlation,[/zke bruit beaſts lead with ſenſuality |and that 
they Chalbe, n«: better in condition [made to be taken 


in the 


: bealt 1S 70 lan, IC15 {in 1 in theſe beaſtly men, who dy ng 
ſidacrs , ſhall ater dearth excccde the beaſt i in Gods 
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juſtice, as in life (being men, they did ſurpaſſe them 
in Gods imaze, 

Good lob, is fayd to binde his cyecs tothe good ve. 
haviour, inthis behalt; and (urcly much better were 
it for every man to doc fye,then (letting them looſe) 
co fortuir all his true comforts, tor their ab-erration 
and diſ-crder, \Vhen Solomon would notify the Wiſe 
man , and the foole , he doth difference them one 
trom another by their eye, telling vs, that , the one, 
to wit , the [wiſe man, hath his eyes in his head | that is, 
they are where they ſhould be , and he can vic them, 
and command them art all times ; bur of rhe other, to 
wit, the toole, [4 eyes are in the corners of the world | 
out of hisowne poletlion, and power, wandring,and 
roling every where, and /fragling after every ſtrang, 
and 1dle obiect, asif he were nor, the maſter of them. 
None 1s foe vawile, but he cantell vs which 1s the 
berrer of thele two ; and who will be ſo wicked as 
not to follow, the beſt he dorh know ? 

The Lord hathever alowed vnto man , a lawfull 
vſe ot his eyes 1n marriage , he never barr'd vs, but of 
the vnlawfull and laſtfull abuſe of them, he would haue 
men chule tor ſober contentation of their ſight, 
thar they may haue delight, and fatisfaction 
that way ; that the Huſ band to the Wite , and the 
Wite tothe Huſband, may be the {weeteſt, and moſt 
plealing obiects, vpon earth ; totake vp each others 
cyes, ftromall the world betides,that no other(in this 
regard may once bethought worth looking vpon, 
bur the Man moſt amiable in his Wiucs eye , the Wite 
moſt bewtifull in his, Theerror is very pardonable, 

N 2 (it 
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Eccl.2.14, 


Prov,17. 24; 
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(if any at all' that they thinke cach other the comlyeZ 
that can be, ſO 1ncomparbly ,excelng all others, that 
they will diſ.laine ro calt the leaſt looke of this kinde) 
vpon any wv hoſoever. Hence it 15s that the Lord 


Ezek.24.16.25 Call's our Wines, [the delight , or deſire of our eyes] gi- 


ving vstherby to vnderſtand , that every wan may 
chulca Waite, tO contentfullro his eve, that ſhe may 
o1uc his fawfull detire ſuch full ſatiſiaction , thar al- 
beit,he may occaſronally ſee others, yet his Wife,mmuſt 
berthec only delectable objedt he mult deſireto beholde, 
Seing theretore ſo 1t 1 , thatthe miſcarriage of this 
little member may beſo great,and that,the Lord hath 
(yer! ſhewed a vic of it, that 15 ſo good, ler vs be ſui- 
tors to hum that made our eycs, ro manage them, 
that they may be kept withinthe lymirs of his law, 


Pll.119.33, (101 beholdingh vaniy| but may ſoc wiſely looke v- 


2 


The coyetous 
affcctions 


pon naturall objects, that our be## employment of 
them may be ever reſcrved to looke after the beſF 
things. Andthis is the firit thing we mult caſt 4-way 
inthis bulines, 

Now inthenexr place, together with the carnal 
eye, the covetors affection muſt out alſo , it wilbe par- 
tiall,and muſt haue nothing to doe nere. Covetouſnes 
15t00 bale a humor, for aim that wear'es a Crowne, 
itenllaues a man to money , and mak'es conſcience 
adrugd to coyne, happy it were,ifit were put to per- 
petuall ſilence, and made viterly mute, for it ipeak's no 


Pro.30.15.16, language, but thar, ofthe horſe-leach , orthar of hell, 


Hab. 3. F, 


gine,gine. This ſpeaker , propounds no queſtions of 
the be#t eſtare of a Woman, not aword, of picty or 
religion ; butenquir'es(altogether)atter that, which 
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(withoutthe be#) is the haſeſt, of riches, revenew , 8 


portion : not what worthyres 1s inher , but what ſhe 
1s worth, in preſent eſtate, or in turure pCls1bilityes at 

arents death; & it any thing may be expectedthe, 
hi carcth not how ſoone they were gone, & thinks 
every hourc ayeare, till they be out ot the world , as 
Davids deadly freinds, [When will he dye! [ ſuch the 
way af all that are greedy of gaine} , (aith Solomon, It 
com'es not within theirthought , to enquire whe- 
ther a Woman be,(or be likely ro become) a Crowne, 
bur only what Crownes ſhe ha's, not , what Crowne 
ſhe &, 

And inthis particuler, we are to encounterthe 
wor {ds error, and to contend with the whole earth (as le. 
remiah fayd of himſelt) the manner of the moſt of 
whoſe ſuitors 15 , to begin their marriage , vpon the 
ſame tcarmes , 1udas went about to ſell his maſter : 
[Wat will yee give me 7] andit Peters anſwer make the 
middle[ Silver and golde 1 haue none|the covetous Cai- 
ryffe, will foone make an end of it himſelf, and con- 
clude itin Pilates Wiues words [Hae thou nothing to 
doe,ec.)letthe party be what , or, who, ſhe may be, 
1*/f, or, vnjuſt , [827=. or,prophane. Let heaven and 
earth,conſpire to make her moſt happy,this baſe af- 

fettion cannot brooke the be#t qualification without 
money ; and withit,the baſe# will downe with him, 
and be digeſted. He will adventure (for advantaze) 
though ſhe haucas many divells, as Mary Magdalen 
had. 
Theſe are they , that makethe excrements of the 
earth, the eſexce of marriage; any iwo, may make a 
N 3 mar= 
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marriag that haue this peſfe; but 1t no wealth may be 
had,he ſcarce think's 1t fawfull to marry , though the 
world (ſhould want inhabitants , the church mem- 
bers, and heaven heires to poſlefIc it ; all theſe { hall 
ceaſe (tor him) and become meere nullities , betore he 
will heipeto multiply them without money. Somc- 
timcs, God giu'cs overa man and a woman , and fut- 
fer's thr ſuitor to [peake,and [peed ; and by this gol- 
dcntwyne divers are drawne together, but note it 
well, (who will)it hath beenc provatum y pon too ma- 
ny , that they that haue thus ſk9ogd yponthe r1cheſ 
condition, hauc had the pooreſt cexatetane,, & more then 
alitle miſery, hath followed them , whoſe matrimony 
hath beene lo overruled by money. 

The inſtances would be #90 many , & too heavy that 
might be produced, of tuch as haue becne thus (ſhall 
I fay?) married, nay rather manacled, theiratfections 
having beene fertered with gold & filver, and Hang'd 
rogether with loop'es & taches of this Kinde. Their 
louehath lined as long as their wealth hath laſted , and 
whe once their money 1s gone, their miſery com'es, 
ifche coyne decay , kindnes grow es into a con- 
tumprion; the Hul band growing as poore as lob , the 
Wife prou cs as peſtilent as his was , a miſerable com- 
forter to his hart , ina penurious ſtare ; both weary 
ot rhe beginning of beggary , and had rather dye mz. 
ſerably,then live poorely. Hence it 1s (as many haue 
obſerved)thatdivers of theſe gold-thir/ti fuitors,hauec 
proved rare Chymiſts,to turnc ſumms of goldand f11- 
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ver (vnlawfully defired,and lewdly ſpent) into chay- 
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ts and fetters of iron, their houſe into a priſon , their 
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bedinto dungeon, their mar uTigec ſolemnyes into a ſeſ- 
frons wherin.lome hauc mt; a vrolent divorce by lcgall 
execution,the law hath parted, more then a good ma« 
ny, of thoſe, whome 1hzs kinae of lone hath married. 
The Lord hath, thus , given overthem, who made 
monye their God, & gauc over him. He,or they,who 
wall [ell , nature & grace, ſole & body tor money, doe 

make but a miſcrabl: bargine of it, by that time all be 
accounted. Were 1tnor, bur that gold did bewztch, (i1- 
ver beſott, and wealth blndfold, and hood.winke y 6. 
could not be, that ſuch baſe traſh (1 doe, and may tru- 
ly tearme it ſoc , in compariſon of the true treaſure ) 
ſhould ſway 10 much , and beare ſuch rule, asthus ro 
overbeare all, inthis blefled ordinance of God; raig- 
ning , and overuling foe; as it the hart, and lfe, of all 
truc elo uc lay in it; ir maketh , it marreth marriages, 
ſome cannot though otherwiſe they might, lawfully ) 
come together tor want of it, others will (chough 
very / ſinfully) it they may haue ir. 

Oh, thar ſilly man could bur diſcerne , rhe deadly 
poyſon of this pelte , and how wnnaturall itis ,itvic's 
them wor#t , that loucit be# , and make's themrthe 
baſeſt drndges ro it, thardoc molt doate vpon it : for 
they mult (to ſauc money) be debtors to their bellyes, 
co their backs , to their bodies , to their ſoules , yea to 
their God; & ncichs ſeruc themſelues arizht nor God 
at all , who hauc this Mammon tor their maſter. Yee 
cannot ſcruc God and eMammon ((aith Chriſt) but 


you may be ſlaues,to the Divell & Mammon, both at Marth.s.24; 


once, well enough, 
It is aremarkable thing, and much to be taken no- 
N 4 tice 


Pial. 43.6, 
Hab 2.5.5. 
P:ov.z.s, 
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rice of, that the ſcripture doth fo viually debaſe ri. 
chesvnto vs, ſpeaking of them with many ep-r/1ts 
of much reproach (as we would doe of fome n0t0r104s 
varlet , who had beene bored through the care , or 
branded in the ſhoulder) it is the Lords manner to 
ſhame them vnto vs (almoſt) every where ; he ſcl- 
domeſpeak'cs but to ther infamy, {hewing onr folly, 
who doetoo muchatfect them. David make's them 
ridiculous , who depend vpon them. Habacuk ad. 
mir'es their madnes , who loade themiclues with 
them. Solomon doth much ditlwade our dclires 
tromthem. And beholde 4 ercater then Solomon,cven 
our Lord Iclus Chriſt, how he, by many -z7g4ty, and 
moſt warghty arguments , doth endeavour , to con 

vince them of egregious vanity, whoare over-deſs- 
rows of chem, { hewing in ſundry particulers,how vne 

worthy they are to be atfected in the leatt , being 

common favours to infidells with vs, and every way 
vnable to doe vs the leaſt good, in any diſtreile ; bur 

rather ready to adde to our miſery , and make a 7: le 
ſorrow zreat , and a great affliction inſufferable. The 
Apoſtles ſpcake ke their maſter,and giue notice to 

all men, tharthey,arc ſnar?5,and toylcs,to entrap men 

19 perdition , vnceartaine , deceitfull, riches of inguity, 

rreaſures of wickednes, with a great multitude more 

ofthe hike appellations,declaring their m:ſcherfe vn- 

tovs. Andlurely if in our Saviours infallible judg- 

ment , it be fuch an extreame difficulty tor one cove- 
cous perſon to poſleſſe heaven , is there nota ſimple 

mmpoſsbility tor two to get 1n, whoarctycd together, 
and made oxe only by thele 4nks 2 Mans aberration 
- mughr 
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might hae beene borne with, it God had any w here) 
graced or i} oken well , of them ; DÞut being log vn. 
verſally dilprailed,and debaſed ; what (trange 1nfatua- 
$108 15 1t,to be fonde and eager of them 7 The) th. it will 
be rich (1th Paul fall into. temptation,and a ſnare, and 
mtomany hurtfull luſts , that drowae men in deſtruction 
and perdition. T he deſire of money 1s the roote of all e1ll yer. rs, 
which while ſome have luſted after, they hae errcd from 
the faith, and perrced themſelues through with many ſor. 
rowes : But thou, O man of God, fly theſe things , CC, 
This 1s the vovce of God , what coverous man can 
reade it , and not tremble to heare himſclt (cnrenced 
lo tcartully buth for preſent miſery, and future miſcar. 
11420 of foule and body eternally? No man can be 
{{ much bent to be rich, as the Lord is reſolved he 
{ halbe wretched ; wretc hed 1 lay , and thatevery way 
as \ you ſee) the words doe | hew. 
Giuc eare to that which God faith , and let me 
ſpeake vnro you, (touching this inſtitution in the 
tame words which he applicth to your whole conver. 
ſation [ Let your [comming rogethe r| be without covVe- Hebr. 13.5. 
louſnes |, tor ir being nor only "the Yoote of all evill ,but 
jdolatry, and not to > be once named among Chriltians ; Fph. 5.3.5. 
how can they that heareand (ce, Gods hate againit it, 
ONCC hope ro haucany thing bur Gods curſe, with 1t. 
Bur in all this, let me not tbe miſconcerved ; as it 1 
did condemne or al. commend moderate, and due carc 
cvenotthelc outward things,in their owne place. Noe 
luch matter. He who carleſſly neglecteth them whole- 
ly offendeth, as well as he, wholc whole care is to get 
them. Both the exireames are evil. Itis only over-ca- 
ring, 


1Tim.6 g, 


, IP 
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ring, which God doth forbid, and we muſt forbeare. 


And this exceſſe in our affections is molt cafily dif- 
cerned to beinvs ,, whenthe beſt chings mult warre 
on thele,the world only rydng vs,& all uther things 
naturall and ſprituall , a#rendrng on foote, or rathcr, 
being !rodgen vr aer foote, by, or becaulc of thele. 

It is ſe|ldome ſcene, that a covetors hart in the Hul. 
band , hath gota crowne to hs Wife, If once inan 
age, any Nabalt haue gotan cAbrgail, this vntavory 
vicein him , hath (poyled the ſweetnes of all her ver- 
tues io him, her excellency , was his ſhame , whoſe ho- 
nor ſhe might hauc beene , had he beene worthy to 
weareſuch an ornament as {he was , but this crowne 
being on 45 head, was like a glorious diamond, (ct into 
leadde , or agold ring ina fwynes ſnour. 

Pelf was never any match-maker , where precious 
Wines haue beene ſought, orfound : many that haue 
beene(inregard of grace) moſt rarely qualifyed , haue 
beene (in the world) but meanely endowed , much piety 
hath nor (evermore| had moſt portion, as is apparant 
in Ruth, in Heiter, and in other more , who could ne- 
ver hauc come to be ſuch admirable, & happy inſtru- 
ments, of the Lords honor , and the Churches 200d , if 
this humor had raged in the men that had them. And 
this I hauenored , (and, who hath not?) that this ac- 
eurſed humor , becauſe it would not hauec thoſe that 
were poore, though religions , & could not haue others 
with Riches to their inſatiable defire , hath choſen ra- 
ther to forbeare matrimony , and fill the world with 
whordome.and baſtardy, becauſe it is better cheape. 

It were moſt caly, much to enlarge my ſelf againſt 

cus 
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this evill ; bur I leaue it for the preſent ; itis the Lord 
onely,that can purge it our of the harrs of all men. For 
a concluſion, remember and carry away thus much ; 
that the beſt marriages haue becne made without it, 
and choſe wherin it hath hadany ſtroax, haue beene 
baned by it, tew of them haue much proſpered in the 
world, butall haue bankrupted, betore God,and beene 
wie vndone concernig things everlaſting. 

And thus much tor the ev:lls we muſt ca#t off, and 
baniſh in this buſines. We muſt now bethint our 
ſclues, of thoſe good rhings , which may be helpfull, 
and prothrablero vs, in our marriage proceedings. 

I might tcll you of many , but I will not cloy your 
memories with needleſſe multiplicity. The mayne, Sc 
mwſt'principall that I can commend vnto you, (as 
moſt naturall to the words of our text, and neereſt ro 
the way that you mult take,) 15 this. 

Thatas he , who wouldeucr be intereſſed into the The only way 

. - | to get an CX- 
crowne ofany Kingdome or Monarchie , muſt match ,\f.. w.te. 
himſclf into the Kings race, and take one of the blood 
rojallto Wite ; ſo, he that would be ſure to hauec a 
crowne to his Wife, muſt take the ſame courſe, he muſt 
marry into the houſe of heaven, with ſome one to 
whome the King of Kings is a father , and who is by 
grace ( for none are by nature) of the linage & ofiprin 
of the Lord of hoaſts , all whoſe people are his Marth.z5. 34 
children,all whoſe children are hires, & all his heires 32 $ 27+ 


| t1Pert.2.9, 
a royall generation bcing, redeemed, by a royall blood ; Rey. 1.6, 


ruled , bya royall law ; and reſerved, toa royall inherit. lam 2.8. | 
tanceinthehigheſt heavens. 1PEt. 1, 3.45 
The man that mere's with ſuch a one » Cannot miſſe 
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of ſuch a one as 1s an he Irc apparant tO the crowne of 
he avecen: and ; beng loc) j1S allo fitted tO) bc Acrowierto 
her Huſ band here on carth. All the Lords davghrers, 
(as well as his ſoz») are entituled tothe elorious Pre. 
rogatiues appertaining to all the | uthtull, & the H'o- 
1cnas well as che Men,arc made K:ngs by leſus Chriſt 
(difference of lexe 1s nothing here:)tl,c Kin gdomec ot 
hcaven, and the 1innnmte teliciry therot , 15 NOT entay- 
led to any hurcs mate, but eſtate v pon the heres gee 
werall malic and Eenale! begotten [piritually by kim, 
who bringeth many children to glory : And this elory 
doth v nipcakab ly ſurpatlc , all thc ha ppincs vnder 
hcaven. There 15 0 Koyallty torchgion; no nobility 
t) Chrittianiry ; no birth co regeneration ; nokindred 
to the athnity ot the taithtull ; =o riches to the true 
treature ; no robes to Chrilts rights) Uulncs ; no king- 
aome to that of glory ; no crowneto that of immorta= 
lity : Without thcle, all earthly royallty 1s but rotten- 
mes , honour , but a vapour , the beſithings but bubbles, 
that abide not with vs long , and arc not bleſſed tovs 
while we doc enjoy them. Bur the honor which the 
Saints haue is celeſtial, their inheritance erernall , {o 
given and confirmed to them by God in Chritt, chat i it 
cannot be ſhaken,or taken trom them, by man, by ſin, 
or by the Divell. {Such honor haue all hts Saints] in his 
eyes who accounteth all his children honerable. 
1 her'es no way lo ſ«re, and cleare, to getamatrimo- 
niall crowne,as to get one of thele. 
L, will ſome ſay,this is alſuredly the only way;who 
ſoc 1s thus married, 1s certainly crowned , bur all the 
ſkillis ro know fuch a one trom other W omen, how 
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may { he be diſcerned ? what be her mark's , that will 
make a man to bletled. Indeede here 15 wildome, &10 
muchthe more becaulc the world cannot plcaſure 
vs inthis privy ſearch, nothing that is merely natural, 
or «1vill, can helpe here ; we mult hauc other and bet- 
zer guides, then the carth can yeelde. In the ſcarch of 
naturall nobility,a man cannot goe a 7eaazer,or ſurer 
way thento the progenitors of whome he 1s delcen- 
ded, andit we tinde he com es of ſuch a parentage, we 
preſently conclude , he 15 an honourable perſonage. 
Burrhis courte15not ſo ſafe 1n this inquitition , 1t 
hold'cs not ever,neither 15 at all nfa/lrble;burt taylcs, 
excecding otten : one may be borne of holy parents, 
yet be a prophane perſon; religion go'es ſometimes 
a ſucceſſion, but never by ſucceſy0n , 1t 15 only of elec- 
1102 , that any is tounde truly gracious and taithfull, 
no man can convey this to any ſucceſſor, or ſurviver, 
Thcrtore,though it be a thing hope-tull, ro come of 
a religious lyne , yet it 15 not intallble ; we muſt 
{carch tor ſrer diretHon, to dilcerne ſucha one as we 
ww ſpeake of, would any man (then) be willing,and 
able, toyndarſtand himicit wel in her, whome he de- 
fircth ſhould be his matrimonial crowne : Ict him ad- 
viſedly,and with care, gather rogether the marks of 
a true Courtier , one that 15 zndeedenecre the crowne, 
and bc ſure to finde them in the party he ſeek es, 
and the honor and comtorrt of her cannot fayle him, 
Some few L wil make maniteſt , and they are theſe 
that follow. 
Firſt, all comely behaviour, and kingly carriage, 
a demeanor that Kkeep'es good decorum with tru 
O 3 gICal- 
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greatnes : this is not found among peaſants , or baſe 
perſons, butt is ordinary withPrnces.Even ſoa ho- 
ly converſation, a heavenly behaviour , that beſce- 
meth grace and piety ; exprelling the power of mor. 
tification tothe world ; and ſantification to God; ac- 
companied witha Princely ſpirit and d:ſþoſition ; a 
courle, commendable in itlelt; and 1mitable for others; 
this is the vſuall guiſe ofa good Chriſtian; you ſhall 
not ſee it among earthly milcreants. Such was S4- 
rahs , and CAbreails carriage , they were knowne to 
be of rhe right houſe, (even of the regall lyne) their 
Chriſtian , and gracefull behaviours afſures vs they 
were crownes in matrimony , and Gods booke per- 
ſwad'es vs, they are crowned #n glory , inalmuch,as he 
hath leitthcir enſample,for a patrerne to all ſuch , as 
inthe practiſe of the ſame duty , ſhall obtaine the like 
glory. As thereforeas no rude,vncivill, clowniſh, or 
vnmannerly carriage , doth become a Conurtrer,loe, 
neither can any,thar is prophane,light,irrclogious, 
vnſober,or vaine, ſort withany that 15 a true ſant , a 
ſincere profeſſor, 

Secondly, note the company of ſuch a one; it will 
giuea mangreat ayme at the quality of the party , if 
one ci well obſerue her moſt tamiliars, with whome 
Che beſt affecterhrto converſe. Commonly, men vie 
toaflociate with thoſe of their owne lort : acciden. 
tally, or by occaſion , aman may be with thoſe thar 
are cither 4aboue, or below his owne ranke, but vſual- 
lyto frequent both , were, both preſumption, and ba- 
ſenes.Princes may haue ſome paſſage with meane men, 
but their famzliarityes are reſerved for thole that are 
equally 
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equally honorable with themſclues, A childe of 
God,an heire of heaven, may haue ſomething to doe 
(in natural, and cvill paſſages) with the children of 
this worlde , but their communzon is only with the 
faithfull , tkey cannot haue fellow hip,or be 0rdmma- 
ry, and int1mate,withany but the vpright in hart, & 
they only, hauc their har7s, and {hall haue their pre- 

fence as much as is poſsible. Now 1t ourfoules doe 

long atter the ſuits , and we molt vnftainedly affect 

to ue with i4em abouucall others , fecling it a bleſe 
ſing thing to be among them , and tinding it 4 burden 

to be debarred tromthem , by this may a childe of 
God, both know himſelf, & ſhew himſelf to be delcen- 


dedof King David, who once layd [Al my delight & ou 


7n the ſaints] nay ,ot the Kings of ſaints, who himiclt 


hath promiſed his preſence, and communion with Mat-28.20: 


thc faithtull to the worlds ende , & morcover,to g1Uue 
them (atter that;) endles communion with himſelt, in 
glory torever,and cver. Good company entyrely af- 
fected, and continually frequented, is mure thena gueſle 
of a good Woman. A man may comfortably take 
her to be 415 companion ; who defireth none but holy 
communion:it the hart be there, when the body cannot, 
and the body with the hart as often as it can , who can 
wiſh a better conſort, then one that 1s ſointereſſed 


into the —_— Chriſt,and of Chriſtians. 1t is 1 Cor.1,5; 


for baſe perſons,tokeepein, and be all in all, with 
baſe companions, atrue generous ſpirit , will diſdayne, 
to make inferious their tellowes,and familiars ; and 
fo will a regenerate ſpirit ina Man, ora Woman, eſpe- 
cially ina Woman ; becauſe among all Se/omons 

| O4 ſignes 
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ſigne5 of animpudent Dame , her company is none 
ot the beft that conclud'es her, to be what ſhe is: 
; Thirdly , the Language will diſcover much : Conrt 
Language. Engliſh is the molt neate,and refyned of all other, they 
ſpeake not, inany rude words, or Barbarous phraſe, 
burthe purelt ſpcech of any people. Soa Chriſtian 
Mat 35.73. cannot, but({ke Peter)bewraye himſclt by his pecch: 
the language of Canaan , the words of wiſdome , the Liv 
Prov. 31 26, of grace, ts im her month , fuchaon'es words arc 2r4- 
Col-4.5. cjous,, and powdered, The hypocrite , may open his 
mouth, & offertoſpeake in that manner , as ſeeming 
Iud.iz.6. (torſomecnd of his owne) to affe& that kinde of 
ſpeaking, he may &ſpeout a Sibbolerh ; (and intruth, 
it would makean vnderitanding Chriſtian , both to 
laugh, and to grieue , to heare him attempt to Coun- 
terteit in this cale)butthe true Ephramite can readily 
lay, Shibboleth, plainly,andfamiliarly ; his tongue, & 
hart, are bothin one tune, nor prating by imitation 
of ſound, as a Parhort, and ſpeaking (as ſome think 
Balaams aile did) to others, notto their owne vader- 
{ſtanding ; but feelinzly, and with affection. When it is 
a pleaſure totalkeof piety, a delight to diſcourle of 
religion; doubtles the Lord hath poſſeſ79» ofthar hart 
and tongue. By thy words ({aith the holy Gholt) bow 
Mat 12-37. ſhalt bejuſtified, and by thy words , thou ſhalt be condem- 
ned. 

Fourthly, and laſtly , the afe&0n 15 an excellent e- 
vidence : Who oe 1s of the race Royall, and hath 
| right tothe crowne, cannot endure, will not forbeare, 
or brooke any, that hall call their title inco queſtion. 
If any ſhall offer it in 1herr hearing, they ſhall ys 

care 
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heare of chem : their harts will riſe at it, they cannot 
be quier,or containe themſelucs, but will breake out 
into deteitation of any, that (hall ſpeakeſuch treaſon, 
Right ſoe,is it witha 71248 Chriſtian , holy affection 
will vrecr and expreſſe it ſelf where it 1s, it any 4ndrg- 
nity be offred tothe King of heaven,any 1mmry to his 
ſaints, if where they arc) his name be blaſpemed, his 
worſhip abuſed, his children derided, any good abalced, 
any evill[applauded;their zeale will not be mute, but 
manite(t and ſhew it (elf, it will be with them as 
with 10b, David, [eremiah they muſt ſpeake,or breake, 
like veſſelſs without vent. Such is their holy indiz- 
aation and jealouſy that they cannot containe; hilence 
is an impotlibility, in the calc of Gods diſhonor; he 
thatis the true hereto a crowne , willnot ſpare to 
pee himſclf, he cannot pur vp any oppolition 
ro his title vpon any tearm'es, there 1s no muzling 
of him at any hand, he 1s ſo ſenſible of the thing, that 
(to dye for it )he can neither ſmoother,nor diſſemble his 
mynd. 

And theſe (among many thatare vi/tble), are the 
molt z»faltble marks wherby a man or woman may 
be knowne ; and where thelc are, fa:thfullnes may be 
expected, lo farreas to man it may be manifeited : #0 
man, I \ay; &,ſ{o farre as it may be manifeſted; tor lore 
go0Cc too farre, who (beyond all bounds ot revealed 
ruth! attirme , that one Chriſtians eſtare may be 4%- 
ſolutely & infallibly knowne to another; which kinde 
of knowledg is the very knowledgs of God , tou- 
ching his clect andthe knowledg of the el-&,tguching 
themſclues ; which how it [hould be certityed to 
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any other , as Gods ſpirit doth witnes it to them« 
{clucs, I cannot lce- 

Burt thoſe fruits (being eaſy to be diſcerned) will 
diſcover them in whome they arc in their vi{{ble 
eztate; and whoſoever doth expretic them vnfayned. 
ly(roour belt apprehenſion)we may comfortably pro- 
cecde there, & hope fora crowne. They that neglect 
theſe: {and-marks , their danger 1s feartull , andrheir 
miſcarriag wilbe »zrſerable. Ir 1s righteous with the 
Lord to letthum want the comport of their marriage 
who arc wanting to him, & themſclues, in the weancs 
ofthe lame : he 1s well worthy to be given over into 
her hands, who rs more bitter then dearth , who would 
not make vic of thelc (or other the ike mark $) to 
delcry, how he might come by one , whole graces 
would haue ſweetened a bitter liſe, as we know the ho- 
ly woman will doc. 

Who ſo wiſe will ponder theſe things, and ſo indeed 
doth it concerne every man todoc, and that dceply, 
if we looke well about vs, cither in regard of God, 
Or men. 

Of God, forhe cannotendure any of his family 
ſhould match with the prophane, or (as Aalachie 
faith) [the daughter of a ſtrange God.) He hath many 
atime and oft inhibited , and, admoniſ hed his peo- 

le of this thing , thatin no wiſe they doc it. And 
when they had brokenthe bands , and defiled them- 
ſelts with ſuch marriages, [mingling themſilues among 
the heathen]; 41d not the Lord giuecxpreſlc order 
forthe divorce, and putting away , both of the Wiues 

(lotaken)and the children that were borne of them? and 
was 
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was it not done accordingly © and it the Lord were 
ſo reſolute againit it, that he would neither exdure it 
to be done, nor being done, confirme, but cancell, and 
caule itto be vndone , we hauc realon (I think) to be- 
think ourſclues of the things propounded. 

of men, and both in regard of our ſelues,and others, 
Of our ſelues ; becauſe there can be no happrnes in that 
match, which we contract with one that hath no ho-' 
lines : can it be good,to be yoakcd to one that 1s not 
good? doth not God forbid it a5 ſinfull, & vpbrayd it 
as ſhamefull* ſyying,ſſball I take the members of Chr1iit, 2 Cor.6.14; 
and make them the members of a harlot: | and ſhall ncei- * C97: 15+ 
ther ot thele, (nor both) work vpon vs? Of others, as 
well thoſe, without the church, as within. Within the 
church, torthe encreale of the ſame, by a holy tced, 
1:thout the church , for herin only we excell them, 
they marry creatures,we marry Chriſtians ; they haue 
bur nature, we grace with 72. In all other things they 
may {pcede as well as we, or /{1t may be) exceed vs, 
(lect them alone,to pleaſe themlclues, tor perſon and 
portion) we hauethe ſtart of them , and doc ont-goe 
them herin,that they, hauc Wizes, we,Crownes; they, 
Women, we,Women of ſtrength]. The only difference 
betwcene a Chriſtian,and a Pagan, 15 this prerogatiue 
which we enjoy beyond them, to witt,prety and holy. 
nes. 

I could herin further amplify, but I muſt haſten & 
ſhorten : ſince then, ſo many conliderations doc 
binde vs herevnto , letevery man be now refolved, 
to erect this inquitition whenloever heattemp 5s to 
&0C about a Wite,craving of the Lord the blelled 11- 
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tumination of his ſpirit , thatour eyes and harts may 
be opened herin ; thatall corruption and concupi- 
ſcence may be ſhut vp, yea ſhut out, becauſe it doth ſo 
often over-ſway, & evermore enſnare,ſuch as in whome 
is prevaileth. It is the good word, and ſpirit of God, 
that muſt guide and help vs, let vs goe to the one,and 
beg tor the other, that it may comero vs, and we ſhall 
Tokn. 3.9. ſurcly ſcethat [re light that lizhtcth every man] and 
by it, be able ro vnderſtand things that differ , and 
dilcerne a true crowne from a £0 terfeit, 
Objetion. But here will lome purin, and tell vs , thatall this 
isro litle purpoſe , that we haue thus preiled vpon 
men in the particulars before going ; ſeing when a 
man ha's done all he can, & tollowed this counſcll as 
ncereas is poſſeble,yer (the courſe being nor 1»fallible) 
he may be neverthe zeerer,or better, when all comes 
toall ; he may miſſe of the mark heaym'es at, and 
meete with ſome counterteit ; ando , being deluded, 
he may be miſerable all his dayes , in her whongg he 
ſought, forhis crowncand comfort. 
Anſwer. Nay, but fott a litle ; theſe premiſes will carryho 
ſuch concluſion; 1t doth not tollow , that vou muſt 
not be faithfull, becaule the ifſue is not infallible; and 
that you may neglect your duty, becauſe you may be 
decerved, whenyou haue done 1t. This is the Dzvells 
logike, to reaſon thus ; [ may _ in what 1 doe, there- 
fore , I may faile to doeit - Theevent may decetue me, 
therctore , 1 will not attempt or enterpriſe the many - © 
which God comimand's me. 6 + 
Feare , deare bretheren , fear? , to argue thus { if 
this be reaſon , I know not what 1s 77caſon againſt 
God, 
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God. For note , how many »0toriows 11l conſequen- 
ces, will follow this diabol:icall infatuation. Ir b1d'e 
God,to giue vs abſolute iſſnes,toall the duties bedoth 
require , even 1n every thing in this life ; wheras 
(though all theſe ſhould taile) yetitis more , then 
we can challeng (by any __ we can doe) that we 
may depend vpon the finall and eternal iſſue, as 1n- 
fallible; ro witt, the allurance of our glory with him; 
which one thing being ablolutely aſſured ro all ſaints, 
1s more then a tull men'ds,torall vnceartaintyes here. 
Againe,it bind's vs tono more obedience the wher- 
inwe areſureto (peed well,in this world, and then we 
muſt not only everpaſle 144, but alſo, many other 
dutyes and practiſes, evenall,whoſc ends are ſuchas 
wherin we may ere : and lo not only what we haue 
to doc in matrimony , but in many pallages of Chr#- 
ſtianity, muſt lye neglected and vndone;as wemight 
abundantly inſtance. Againe, we obey not God for 
his command , but for our owne ends , and foe it isnot 
conſcience of well doing , but comfort of well ſpeeding ; 
that prevail's with vs to performe our part of obe- 
dicnce : we ayme notatthe glory of him who enjoy 
ncth it, (which oughtto be, the predominant, and 
overuling ground , and end , of all our actions) but 
only at the ceartainegood , we ſhall get by it. A mul- 
ritude more , of ſuch miſchervous and curſed cole 
leftions would enfue , it we ſhould ſtand vpon 
theſe tearmes. 

Bur know we , that we are bound to doe our part, 
&God hath tyed'vs rothat,though,he haue not bound 
himlclf (evermore) to giuc luch illues as we expect, 
P 3 mn 
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inthe preſent payment of fuch temporary comforts 
as we lookefor. Trucit is, we may be decerved, dogwe 
all we can;bur it 15 as true,we ſha{l decerue our ſelues if 
wedoe itnot, nay we ſhall rob God of the glory he 
requires, and wemuſt renderto him,as 15 due ; how- 
ſocver ir fare, or fall out with vs, inthe end of what 
wedoe. To bedecerved, may be ſome puniſhment 
bur it is 10 ſin, weare mere patzents,and much pittied; 
But to decerue our ſelues, or, rob God, isa linand! hall 
haue puniſment, without pitty. Think which of 
theſe rwo 1s the more lutferable. 

Goe on then, doe your part, giue God his duc,en- 
tru#t the iſſue vpon him : be not drſhartened there is 
hope of that goodevent you doe (inthe particuler,) 
lookefor ; it it doe ſocome to palle , that thar taile, 
yer know , youl hall hauc ſome goodie , how-(v-c- 
ver. Many haue ſped well,that haue done well, but lvme 
haue miſcarried (you will ſay) when they have en- 
deavourcd & done their vt moſt, and beene peſter'd 
with wofull wines. Be ito. Bur withall , I pray you 
ro remember and reſt ypon thoſe particulers which 
w:ll not , nor , can deceiue you. Thoſe that in con- 
ſcience hane walked according to thisrule , hauc 
rheir peace with God, inthe diicharg of their duty, 
chat they arc ſure off, howſoever it goe with them in 
any other regards. And though it doe lo come a- 
bour,(thatthe wite, ſowell ſoxght) prouc naught,yer, 
we having inall good conſcience endeavoured out 
belt (cucry way) the Lord whome we hauec obeyed 
herin, will giue vs one of theſe iſſues (it we be not 
wanting in the meancs after marriage,as we were not 


before ') 
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before: ) either, he will make the bad Wite good, and 
1uc herthe graces we hoped for (and ſaw no other 
but) the had betore ; or 1t not, he will ſtrengthen, & 
cnlarg , our graces and make them able to ftand vn- 
der herevills , and our owne too ; as he did cAſoſes, 
whoſe meeknes exceeded all mens,as his Wiues froward- 
nes did moit Womens ; and, as hedid CAbrgail whoſe 
wiſdome and amiable diſpolition , did abound , as did 
her Huſbands folly, and ſurly carriage , rowards her, 
and others. And many times,the W ies vngodlines 
is thegrimdHone, of the Huſ bands graces , and the 
Lord doth woderfully honour himlclf, in doubling, 
and multiplying, the power of grace in the man, 
where there 1s ſuch necctlity & vic of it inthe Wite. 
Andita man doe employ grace, ypon her corruption 
(as he ought) he will make a good bareine of it, and 
{oone grow rich in grace. But weſhball ſay moreto 
this particuler in our tended treatiſe, which we 
mentioned before , and hope (the Lordaliſting) to 
finiſh , and publiſh, in duetimetor thy more fullſatil- 
faction inthis and divers other particulers. In the 
meane time , ſumme vpall, and tit downe and reſt 
here, that inthis ſeeking thout halt honor the Lord, 
and (likely) get a crowne matrimoniall ; but cer. 
tainly , a crowne eternall, as the reward of thine obe- 
dience before , and patience after , marriage. So that 
now I hope the duty f halbe done , though this end 
may be donbtifull , and ſhe whome thou teckeſt may 
be decervable. 
And thus farrc haue we ſpoken touching that ſill, 
which every cnemuſt labour to attaine , touching 
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the Woman , whois to make a matrimontall Crowne, 
wherin we haue endeavoured (though weakly) ro 
diſcover, the due proportions betweene her (elt', & 
that whervnto { he is he compared. It is now high 
time, we haſte to betake our ſelues to ſome vie of all 
chat we haue ſayd ; & that wilbe twofold: both cons. 
cerning matrimony it ſelf, andalſo concerning all ſuch 
perſons as haue,or may haue,to doc inthe lame. 
Touching matrimony t ſelf ; the truth that hath 
appeared to vs, in the particulers we haue ſpoken, 


aboue virgini- doth much magnify and commend vnto vs the true 


excellency , and glory ofthe ſame, beyond virginity, 
and ſingle life , the which marriage doth ſurpaſſe and 
excell, more thena litle. And that is evidenced thus. 
It a Wife, who being but the weaker vellcll,the mea. 
ner part , the inferiour party in a marriage , be a 
CROWNE in regard of her honor , and worthines: 
ſurcly , a Huſband who is the more ſuper:0ur and bet- 
ter part, muſt nced'es be beyond the Wite ; and it the 
worſe of the two , hauc ſuch worth , as 15 repreſcnted 
by a thing lo glorious; and the better hauc more 
worthines then { he hath? whatare both rhe(e being 
combincd'together >?) whocan rcach or ratc , the 
full yaluation of them borh , & of the eſtate wherin 
they are? in whicheſtarce (ro wit, of marriage) all this 
honor and excellency doth confift? What lingle per- 
loncan(with comon ſence) ſet himſelt , or concert his 
eſtare, equall (or any thing neere) ſoc honorable, as 
3s this drgnity of matrimony , attended withthis dow- 
ble honor 7 It God haue thus graced marriage ; who 
dar cs diſgrace the ſame 7 in oppoling that vnto it, 
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and preferring that before it which hath noe ſuch 
gloryinit? Wheredid God ever honor lingle hte 
ar the be#t, as he hath done m atrimony at fac o leait 2 
can any man inſtanceany honor in [cripturc apper- 
taining to1t, which may carry any compariſon with 
this? A crowne of ſome (ading flowers 15 ſometimes 
ſet vpon the head of virginity, bur this is only accor- 
ding to the worlds cuſtome”, not by any prefcrip- 
tion from God Burit is God himlcltthar compareth 
this cſtatetoa crowne, and (in lo doing) crowneth it 
with that honor which ſingle lite cannot receiuc. 
The ſhavelings of Rome(the honeſty of whole hues, 
will not ler that haire grow , which they pretend to 
be taken off, by the holines of their order rheſc,arc 
che greatelt d:ſgracers of this ſacred, and excellent in- 
{tirution,andrhe only advanncers of virginuty aboue 
the lame ; (I percceiue tome in policy will v4unt , of 
that which they doe moſt want) : but vpon what 
grounds, or realonthink yec ? ſhould we tcan their 
prootes, welhould tinde them as balde as their pates; 
not worth a haire ; but the verieſt froth , the mo! 
feeble, and idle arguments , that ever addle head , or 
Idiots brayne , invented ; bur they themiclues wall 
ſaue our labour, and refute all their owne alle gAt!ons 
to this end , it we doe but remember & ponder we al 
how cagerly they lay aboutthem to prouc marriage 
a Sacrament which howloever in vaine, they doc en- 
deavour ; and no wiſe man will eycr belecue it : yet 
every foole, can ſce, that whatſoever 15 vrged to prouc 
itto be {oe , dothargue and conclude it ro be more 
excellentthen virginity whervnto, they otter no 
\uch honor, O So 
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So that hence it is manifeſt , (though we ſay no* 
thing againlt 1t) that oe of their dotages doth de- 
voure another , and the truth overturne's both. Oh, 
che egregious grotines of thele Romiſh Rabbies. Ala- 
1r1mony 18a ſacrament , yet the beſt members of their 
Church (to wit, therr clergie) may not meddle with 
It; 1fa prieſt marry, he fins,and (to prouc it) the Pope 
out of his infallible chaire (but who ſee's not that her- 
im, hes quite beſide thc crſhion) will pcr\ ert, molt Pro- 

zhancly againft him the pure word of God , [7 hey 
that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God | O 19mprows , and 
infernall expoſitron , and ſo much the more excecrable 
bccautc 1rtome's from him that cannot erre.Yirginity 
15 nolacramet, yetrhe preiſt that vowes it, doth merit; 
matrimony 15 alacrament , and yer , 1t15 4 mortal ſin, 
for any ot that order,to enter into it. But, who would 
follow them in this tilehy way £ wherin they ſf:»ke 
already betore men , and will ſake tor ever before 
God, it they returne not to the truth ; whervnto we 
adhere according to duty , and per{wade our (clues, 
that virginity # good, but marriage 15 better. It oncein 
the Churches periccution 1t were , accidentally pre. 
ferred {NOTas 4#y wAY MOTC excellent N bur as , al that 
tine , ſome way more expedient; ) may this conclude 
any pezpetuall cminency it hath abouc marriage * 
Truc it is, that once conſidering the time) it was fayd 
[1t i5 not good for a man 10 touch a womon | the Church 
was 1n diftreſle, theretore, during thole dayCs, it was 
beſt ro be fingle. This was ſpoken occaſionally , to 
ſ{©:me pertons 1n the {trarghtnes of one time. Bur it 
we will hearethe Lord ſpeake ntentionally, and v1 
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be alone] and againe [woe to him that 1s alone} and this 
voice of God, was of ſuch force, that the Apoſtle 
grant's itlawtull (even in the worlt times) to take 
w1uCcs , rather then to fin tor want of them. So then 
that 18 the generall rule which was firit given toall 
perſons ; this 15 only a temporary exceprion trom 1t, 1 
lome calc;and which of the two, mult cary the truth, 
all men know. I would they would cell vs whether 
wVrginty would ever haue f/lz” the world , propoga- 
ted rhe Church , and furniſh't heavens 2 noc ; the 


.* 
123 


his words arethclc,[:t not 2004 for ants Gen.:. 12, 
Eccl., 4.10, 


1 Cor. 9.3. 


Lord mult rarhcr haue rayſed h1mſelf ſons and dangh. yi, 3} 


ters of theſe ſtones, & hauc vvroughta mracleto haue 
made him members of his body. And verily, I thinke 
he vvould rather,and ſooner hauc ſo done , then take 
them our of their (tewes ; vverot, theſe profeſSed 
virgins, are the principall ſupporters. And it re- 
cords may be beleeved) we may lately, & contident- 
ly avouch, that none haue ſpoy/ed more virgins , then 
theſe who haue applauded virginity ; Who haue fill'd 
the carth vvith more baſtardy then theſe whote mou- 
thes doe magnify chaſtity? It vvere (o much the letle 
vile if nferiour preiſts only , vverc attainted ; or if 
ſomealone, of the luperiourranke were toule ; but 
eve the principall(to wit,thePope haue nor beene all 
cleane, & vnpoluted in this particuler ; even he that 
now liue's hatha braue fellow , to his baſe ſon , whome 
he hath created a Cardinali, and doth call Nephew, as 
itis noted to be the cuſtome ot thcle holy-farhers ro 
doe. Thus hath the Lord caſt contempr into their 
faces , who haue diſgraced his ordinance, and made 
2 2 them 
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them wyle, who hauc wilyfied matrimony, For our 
parts, WC will not take away,or extenuate , any due 
praiſe that God giveth to vzrginrty ; only, it May not 
pearch abouc marriage. Let either haue his owne. 
And it the Lord may be judge he will foone deter- 
mine the doubt ; tor , vudoubte1ly , thatis the beſt 
citare of the two , vnder which he doth repreſent 
himſcltvnto vs, when he would lay our the excel- 
lency of his louc,and kindnes moſt largly bctore vs; 
and that is ({o tarre as I hauc obſerve in icripture) 
We evermore vnder marriage; vader virginity never. We 
Hat. 54. 5. . _— | 0 EP 

Rev. 19,7, Oftcnread, that he 15 the Bridegoome, & the Huſband, 
Hoſ.z 19.20 and the Church (with her members the 5ride, & the 
The Song of Wife; & her he will marry to him| elf in everlaſling loue ; 
Songs, and one whole booke (we know) 15an cAlegorre of 
this ſubject, wherin he declareth, (though in darke 

tearmes) how endeared , he 1s tovs, we tohim, In- 

decdc,it 15 true,that the members ot the Church are 
ſometimes called YVirgms, to teach them , how pure, 
wnſpotted,and gracious they { hould be, inall manner 

ot holy converlation perſonally ; but it 15 their mar- 

ricd (tate , their vmon to Chriſt lelus , that mak'es 

them glorious, Southen (1tſeemes that vrrgimity doth 

reprelent our perſonal fare of grace; marriag our re- 

latine ſtate of glory ; and (itthis be true) letany man, 

who 15 not paſt grace, and {ence,tolay,which of theſe 

- two 15 the more renowned of God , and to be mot ho. 
noured of vs. But we will notitriuc any more here 

abour, vnlefle it be 1n praver to God. for ſuch whoſe 

opinion 15 ſo falte, and practiſclo toule mn this parti - 

* AQ. $.22, Culcr;that it ir vc puthible)the thoughts of their harts 
may 
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may be changed, both herin, and in whatſoeverels, 
their myndes are infatuated with {rong deluſion. And 
thus, indefire of theirillumination welcauc them, 
to that God, who hath rhus farre given themover,to 
judg themſclues vaworthy , and 1ncapable ofthe com- 
tort of matrimony, butmay 1n due tze draw them 
out of this and all other darxnes. 

Andſoctrom theſe enemyes of marriag , we pro- 
cecd to admonil h others (who 2» judgement holde it 
lawtull for all mento marry) yet, 1» practiſe arc no 
orcat freinds tothe honor of it, but by ynwite pro- 
ccedings init, haue brought groſſe diſgrace vpon it. 
It 1s too true , that many divine truthes hauc no 

reater adverſaryes, then ſumeare that iz words (wil. 
ry ) protcfle them , and yer indecdes (rgnorantly) 
deny them. Marriag hath met with ſome of theſe, to 
wit,ſuch as out of an ovey-eazer attectaito of a matri- 
monaall condition, having bcene 100 heedeles inthe 
beginning,are likewiſe #00 headdy inthe proceeding, 
and accompliſhing of their hafty detires , and draw 
zgnominyvpon this honorablcinſtitutio, in running 
to lawlcſie Churches (as they are called) to catch ſome 
vnſcaſonable opportunity to diſpatch their /oue-leſſe 
matches,tor ſuch doe the moſt of them quickly proue. 
This courſe 15 not more ordinarily , then truly called 
ftealing of a marriage, and that with too much truth 
and reaſon, torin moſt {itnotinevery of them) pa- 
rents are robd of their children, and God of the glory 
of his name , and ordinance; tor thele concealed mar- 
riages are not openly yndertaken as an honorable 
ordinance, but rather , as ſome 1#it and ſhamefull, pen. 
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nance, wherin men wonderfully affect cloſcnes, and 
ſecrecy , and faine would come, and goe, vnſcene. The 
God of heaven hath met with many of thole ſecreet 
and ſinful marriages , & rewarded them openly,in ma- 
king many to become witnefles of their daily miſe. 
rie, who never once dreamed of their dark matrimo- 
ny, begun,and ended in the night. 

How much more comely, & comfortable would 
it beto make concordance betweene our opinion & 
our practiſe, and to reconfile theſe , one to another, 
They that docſoe , doe verity that word of Solomon 
who doth figaratively here, 8& that ot the Apoſtle who 
doth plainly athrme,marriag to be honorable, And (uch 
as goc legally abour it,and carrantly through with ir, 
will the Lord crowne with elory & honor,and make 
their wedding day, a day of comjugall coronation to 
chem, wherin there ſhalbe joy and gladnes, & vnto 
them it {halbe ſayd, Come forth yee daughters of S10n, 
and behold King Solomon, and the Crowne wherwith his 
mother crowned him, in the day of 1s marriaze , and iu 
the day of the gladnes of bis hart. And thus tarrc our 
firſt vie, touching matrymony 1t ſelf. 

Now to ourſccond, and therin we mult deſcend 
to the parties whome it doth , or may conccrne ; to 
wit, all ſorts and ſtates, of Men & Women, Hul bands 
and Wiucs, Parcntsand Children, to all in generall, 
and every one in his owne particuler , doc thelc par- 
ticulers appertaine, 

We will begin with Parents, vnto whome this 
truth doth call , and cry aloud , expecting much at 
their hands. It a Wite be a Crowne they hauc necde 
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beſtirrerhcmlclues to bring vp their daughters foe, 
as that they may be ſuch; which is done, by harty & 
daily ſupplication to God tor them , and by wile and 
holy education of them : and intheir taithtull endea- 
vour,and vic of both theſe, they may moſt happily 
hope, the Lord will harken vnto them, and ſecond 
their care with h1s power ; to purge out natures droſſe, 
and melt, and make them 4 new, by his refyning ſþi- 
71t of grace. Oppolite vnto this , (and vnto all preli- 
dents of ages palt)is that ſtrang expedition, which ma- 
ny parents make , who doe poait their children to 


Againſt haſty 
mariiages of 


matrimony,cvenintheir ch:ld-hood, non-age, and mi- children tos 


nority, A practile,to be pritzed with the greate#t coms- 
feration that our loules can expreile to the children, 
but inthe parents, to be blamed with the ſevereſt re. 
prehenſion,as moſt impious and vnreatonable. Kings 
indecde arc ſometimes crowned in their cradles , but 
this their early coronation , 1s tor fuch rel pects as are 
very ſpeciall and important ; as the prevention of ci- 
vill debate,and rebellion , the effabliſhing of peace & 
tranquility ina Kingdome ; that, 4 1M the death of 
the predicctlor , imcdiately the ſwbjedfs may know 
whome they ought to acknowledg as their abſolute 
Soverargne;thatiue there might be no muteny or n- 
ſurreetion. But that any thyuuld bein this kinde (© 
crowned matrimonially;1s, be the pretecc whatitwil) 
vnſeaſonable, ex ſencles;being the only way to breede 
that ina fam{y (that by the other 1s prevented ina 
wonarchie to wit, vanaturall dcbare, betweene Hul: 
band and Wife , and to kindle that conſuming fire , of 
Civill difcorde which wall overiurre all pretent hap- 
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pines, and fruſtrate the future hopes ofthe comforts, 
which both might hauc had, & enjoy d , had the per- 
ſons beene capable of rhis conjugall codition, her: 
12-ro thole parents doe caſt them without all care of 
the childrens good,or conſcience, of God in this cale, 

vho would haue none enter wpon zt, till they be in 

gk good meaſure) prepared for it , which children 

(inthe lcaſt) cannot be. 

Was everany Gold(mith ſo vnwiſe,that he would 
gocand take gold oareas it com'es immediately out of 
the veynes ofthe carth, andattempt in al haſte , to 
make a crowne of it (as it 1s) before it he retyned 2 
What childe would not laugh at his ſy/znes , that 
ſhould foe deale 7 doe notall men know that it muſt 
betirſt molten, & puriticd, betorc it can be formed 2 
and that there 1s no potltbility of putting itto any 
honorable vſeatall,vntill it be tryed, and the droſſeta- 
ken tromit. What extreame childiſhnes , & vnutte- 
rablc tolly 1s 1tthen in any man, to take his childe, 
while theis yet(as it were allexrth,cven,as ſhe came 
into the world, in whome zature is nothing ripe,and 
grace excceding raw (1tatall begun) , and to offerto 
giucluchaone, to be a Crowne, who is but newly 
crept out of the cradle ; to become a Wife betore ſhe 
well vnderſtand what it 15 to be 4 ch1/de, and married 
ſo young , that, by that time ſhe be olde enouech to be 

married, the wedding day is ſcarce remembyed : and 
1tthey cannotwell beare the day in memory,doe but 
think how well chey were titted tor the duty 2 There 
ſhould (in all reaſon) be a litle more ſpace oftime 
betweenethe ſwadling bands , and the marriage bed, 

then 
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chen is found among thele , who arc thus ch1{4iſhly, 
and over-early ynited. 

Thc pretence of this practilc, 15 only politike,of 
vniring $ 
kouſe, land to land, which to attempt by this meanes) 


though the Lord had nor ſayd it, yer could every 


man ſee it,to be wotull; becaulc it 15 nor to joyne hart Mat,19.6. 


to hart, and toglew the Huſ band and Wite, in good 
atfection together ; which 1n in a marriage ougat To 
be more predominant , then the combyning of all 
carthly poſlel>ions- And in this regard, 1s&hts expe- 
dition prepoſterores , & excecrable. Prepoiteroms,in that 
it puttch the 4& of marriag betorcany polsible apt- 
ues thervnto. Excecrable, 1nregard of the very ordi- 
nance of matrimony , which thelc parents doc moſt 
impioutly pervert;for wheras,it 15 the joyning of two 
perſons tor conjugall dures, and comtorts, thele(too 
young married perſons) mult immedtately atter the 
ſoulemnization , be ſevered and ſent into remote pla- 
ccs,and after ſome yeares of teparation , they mcere 
as ſtrangers one to another , notwell knowing cach o- 
thers faces, & not at all,their owne places. Burthe Lord 
hath fearfully frowned in great tury , vpon the fooliſh 
torwardnes of thele haſty parcnts , ſutfring divers of 
them to liue, to ſeerhe mitery of that, through man 
ot their owne aged dayes, which they ſo vxſeaſonably 
diſpatch't, and wra tvp.inthe zon-age of their cl. 
dren, before they a the right hand trom the letr, 
in any thing belonging thervnto. 

The Holy Ghoſt , 1n ſome reſpects (for we may in 
no v viſc take it for truth,as 4 general rule withour all 
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Eccles, 19. 16. |jqnjration)pronouncerh a woe to that land whoſe King 
is an infant, now if in ſome lence, aKingdome be, 
(by this realon) more w»happy , becauſe of the Kings 
minority ; certainly, that tamily cannor be hoped to 
be happy at all, vyyherinthe King and 2urenetoo the 
Huſband and Waite) are both bavyes, (in compariſon 
ot vyhat they {hould be) in this matrimonial] King- 
dome. Outot all queſtion , he that ſaith in our text, 
a TYacions Wife is a crowne, mear.ttothameallſuch, 
as ſhould thruſt thoſe into marriage , vvho(infuch 
childhood can ardly be gracrons , and not poſsrbly be 
Wines, Letparents be put in mynde herof , andad- 
moniſhedro be more advited herin,tharthey labour, 
and doe their belt , ro prepare their children tor that 
citarc whervnto they are (inductime) ro exter. Let 
vs preferre our beit deliregto heaven tor them ;; and 
performe , our beit endeavours vponthem , that the 
Lord , and Father , of vs , and ours , would pleaſe ; 
dailyto expcll all their pollution and purity their 
harts , by powring into them the abundant fluence 
of his bletled (pirit , that they may be firi? crowned 
with grace, and holines,and then (bcrng alſo meete n 
nature) they may Dccome Crowncs in niarriage to 
{uch men , as vnto whome God (by our hands)! hall 
give them. And 10 much we had to ſay to parents in 
this particuler, 

The nextletlon hence , is to Huſbands, who con- 
2 iidering that rhey (ce, & know , that a good Witcis 
Jo Huſbands. {ich a Crowne, muſt Icarne by all mcancs , to carry 
themitlucs accordingly vntothem , and that in theſe 
three things clpccialiy., 
Frj 
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Firſt, in cohabitation with them : athing that the Cohabitation; 
Apottlc Paul perlwade's Hui bands by many powCr- iCor.7.14.15, 


full arguments , even with wnbelceving and pagan 
W1Hes | how much more then with c/ri#1an ©) andthe 
Apoltle Peter 1s peremptory in it, by expretle pre- 
CCPT [Huſ-bands dwell with your 1 ines] and indeede, 
alle realon doth induce the perpetual reſidence of the 
Hut band and Wite together : except only 1n calcs, 
wherinthe Lord calleth tor a ſeparation,which is ever 
bur tor alcalon : cither ordrnary,when a mans calling 
carricth an inevitable necetlity,ot ablence,as it tareth 
with ſea-faring men , and ſuch other perſons , whole 
lawfull and nee Afull employments lycabroad : or ex- 
traordinary, when torlomereſpect of holynes , and 
relig10N , God will haue them to keepea part , and 
abitaine tor aſcalon ; when-as yer , (in this calc) one 
houſe, may hold chem both. This latter is bur (&1- 
dome,the former more vſuall,but both moſt lawfull. 
We, vponthis conlideration that a Wite1s a crow- 
ne, doc rebuke, and blame none , but thoſe vagabonde 
Hut bands,thatloue not the ayre of their owne hou- 
{es but play the runnagates vpon the carth, and 74770 
all che worid over, delighting to wander vp an. 
downe, that if the Lord ſhould aſke them whence 
they come , or where they hauc becne, they mult 
make the devills anſivere , ifthey will {peake truly 
[ from compaſſing the earth to and fro and walking init. 
A courle, excecding ill becomming him, chathath a 
crowne, & would keepe it in honorand peace vpon 
his head : tor his needles abſence is the only opportu- 
nity, tor matrimoniall treaſon , and tor every vngod- 
R 2 ly 
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ly practiſe, whervnto Satan may tempr in ſuch a 

time: the prevention wherot was the Apoſtles e.x- 
preſſe,and moſt ſpecrall caution, even in that (epara- 

tion, which was otherwiſe adviſed vnto them tor 

« Cor.7.5. aſcalon , [/eaft Satan tempt you]. What cvill ſoc ever 
dothenſuc, bc it never ſo ſinfulagainſt God, ſhameful 

betore men, tuch a Hulſ band muit bcarc it, whith all 

the milcherferhat may tollow vpon it;{eing without 

warrant and enforcement from God, he wilbe abſent. 

When any man 15 #/z abroad, hc may well thinke 

the divell is at home. 

Are nortthe Hul band and Wite oe * ought they 

Ruth. 1.16.77. notto live,and lore together, as did Ruth and Naomi, 
£08: 2-2+4-* Eljah and Eliſht, whome no perſwaſions could part 
v pon ay tearmes, tor rearme of lite * What a mon- 

ftrous miſery 1s it, that Huſband and Wite ſhould 

Loh, 3, be as 7ew and Samaritan{who mcddle not) and that any 
man ſhould be ſuch a ſtranger to his owne houle, 

that the doz barks at him, when he com'es home , as 

atone he doth not know to be his maſtery. It 15 good 

policy in Kings to be refident intheir Kingdomes, & 

1t 15 their practiſe to beſoc , vnlctic mighty and moſt 

vrgent occaſions doe call them abroad : the Hul: 

band chat doth 1c, { hall hnde the lame his comfort, 

let him keepe where his crowne 1s, and ſay to his 
Waite as Ruth to her mother, [where thou awelieſt 1 will 

awell| and Elio his maſter , [/ will not leaue thee]. 

"That man know es htle in marriage who percciu'cs 

not, that cohav:zation 15 the conſolation and conten ta. 

7100 Of the Hut band and Waite ; it carrycth with ir, all 
opportupityes of good,xr curteth ott,all occaſions of evill, 
It 
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it nouriſheth all entyre amity, and maketh that houſe 
a litle heaven where it is carctully obſerved : In a 
word,it1s excecding profitable tothe Huſband, Wite, 
and whole family, and pleaſing ro God in regard of 
them all, tor it according to 1 law they will dwell 
(as they ought) rogether,he,out of -# love will dwell 
among them,and be their God forever. 
Secondly , the Wite being the Hul bands crowne Honour, 
muſt be much reſpected by her Hut band, in his coha- 
bitation with her. Crownes are no contempiiblethings, 
The Apoſtle Peter is exact in commanding this, to- 
ecthcr with cohabitation [Huſbands dwell with your 
Wiues as men of knowledg, erving HONOR wnio them, 
as vnto the weaker weſvells| as 11 he 1 hould fay, thar 
thoſe Huſbands doc not know how to dwell with 
their Wiues aright, who doc not Sononr themas they 
ought. Bur, (it way be) lome willaf ke,and enquire, Queſtion, 
wheretore, andin whatreſpects a Wite mult be ho- 
noured? I anſwer, in divers regards, but moſt eſpe. Alwer. 
cially in theſe few : to wit, as ſhe here 1s called the i Cor. :1.7; 
Crowne of her Huſband, cl\where,the glory of the man: Mal 2.14. 
his companion ; nay his ſecond-ſelf : the mother of his 25-38 230 
children ; the miſtreſſe of his taraly : It in theſe re- 
gards God hauc made a Woman ar honour toa man ; 
the Lord look'es , that man \ hould giue hononr to a 
Woman. He that recernes honorr by his Wife, hath 
good reaſon to gine honour to his Wite. 
Bur it wilbe o6jeded-that the Waite 1s the inferiour, ObjeCtion, 
and muſt the ſuperionr honour the 1nferiour 2 
] anſwer, true 1t 15,that the Waite 15 (of the two) the anſwer, 
znferiour,and the Hul band is about her; howbeit, her 
R 3 intcr- 
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interiority 1s not ſuch, orſo great , as barr'es his ho- 
nor from her ; {he mult be ſubject to her Huſband ; yer 
ſoc, as withall ſhe may be honoured by her Huſhard. 


The wiues in- And indeed thu znferiority 1s not fo much , as molt 
feriority WHt 11en doe (cnffomarily) conceiucit to be. It was (no 


1Tim.2 13. 


Oar. 35:8, 


1 Cor. 11.9. 


doubt) ſumething before the fall, as the Apoſtle con- 
clud'es trom 4 three-foldargument. From the prioz1ty 
of mans creation : [The man was firſt created, not the 
woman| From the manner of Womans creation:[T he 
woman was made of the man,not the man f the woman |. 
From the end of her creation alſo [The woman was 
made for the man, not the man for the Woman|\. And 
ſence the fall, it 18 noleſle (but rather more) becauſe 
ſhe being the firſt im the tranſgreſuon , herſubjection 
was the more augmented and confirmed. But take it 

atthe moit,8& wor#t that may be , it will yertall ſhort 

of that which roo many would haue it to be : who 
impertouſly preile , that the Huſband 15 the head, let it 
be ; yer,1s not { he the foote; he is the ſuperiovy, true ; 

yet {hc 1s not the ſlave ; the diſparity is not (o extra- 

ordinary, that { he being to call him Lord, | he mult 

thervpon be counted his vaſſall. Nay foft : you ſee 

here 1s ſ«bjettion duc to him, to keepe her trom 

being proud; and honor duc to her , that he ſhould 

not be zmmperrous, Let cither hauc their owne ; and 

both wilbe well qualifyed. Inthe greateſt ſubjection, 

a Wife muſt hauc honorable eſtimation. Doe but con- 

fider what God commands ? what ſhe delerveth 2 

how ſhe 1s entiruled > how her (exe is honourcd in 

the mother of Chriſt * how our tather and mother 
(who mult be both more thena litle _—_—_— ſt 
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be forſaken forher; andI preſume , a reaſonable man 

would be perſwaded, that(at her mcaneſt)he muſt en- 

tcrtaine an honorable regard ot her. And it withall, 

we adde theſe andthe like contiderations, and 1h1:k 

thus with ourlclues ; Je 15 Gods excellent creature ; 

my honorable crowne ; God made her both theſe,that 

(he might be ay veſt bleſrng,eventhe conſummation 

ot myne externall happines ; and hall I not honor 

hcr, and eſtecme of her © ſhe s my companion, thou gh | 
not my equall,ſbe :s one with me,though ſomthing ſub. Malach. 2.144 
ject to me; and in-a-{much as the o's 18 #0? great, her Fph.s. x1, 
honor mutt »ot be {izle ; God hath made her aj{iile 

lower then my elf, and hath crowned me with ho- 

nour, why ſhould 1 not crowne her with myne ? 

And here I might encounter two extreames , in 

both w hich I ſee menare ſubject ro crre. Some are 

beyondrthe bounds, and others are ſhort. They that 

excecde, are ſuch as arc too fondly vxor:oms, and loue 

withour moderation or diſcretion ; which we may 
delervedly call doatage, lowing trom blind affettion, i* 
without the guidance of the vnderitanding ; when | | 
a man think's he cannot make maniteſtation enough - 

of his kindnes to her , but 1s (ti]l overflowing , in all | 
companies, times , and places , making as much of $1 
her , every where , asachilde doth of a baby or puppet " 
which they ſtil handle , and dandle where: ever they | 
come. This humor is vayze and jdle , the man that 
victh it , may himſelf th:nke he doth honour his Wife, 
bur the wiſe that doe obicrue it doe tnow that he 
doth ſhame himſelf, | | 

Another fort arc as fatre wyde and ſhort , as theſe | 
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are beyond , and turtherroo ; and they are ſuch who 
arc as f#r10ns,as thele arc fonde, and take liberty (we. 
ther the Lord alow it ornoe) to ſtrike rhewr Wiues, 
A courſe which 7 cannot ſee , how it can conſort with 
the honour we now ſpeake off, (as it could not ſuite, 
withthe lone we ſpake of beforc). Iris tro me , very 
hard to apprehend how aman may ſmrite, where he 
mutt honour : how can blowes and it , dwell together, 
& both be well beſtowed on one party. Stripes (where 
we may giue them) doe argue interiority without 
honour. BurtT cannot now ſtand to take the weapon 
our of the Huſbands hand, I hope th honour will 
command it out ;it not; ſure,it 1s 1n an i/l hand, for this 
end , ncither hath God ſantifyed the Huſbands 
ftroakes as any meanes to mend the Wite , as I intend 
to declare more clearly in my fore-remembred trea. 
tiſe, whe the Lord (hall giue me opportunity there. 
vnto. In the meane time for our preſent purpoſe, all 
that we prelle, is the mediocrity berweene both thete 
extremityes, tO witt, thatevery Hul band muſt duly 
honor his Wife, and not be either fooliſhly fonde over 
her,or furzonſly cruel{to her. Though the be a ſubject 
ſhe may not be ſervlely abaſed , and becaule the is a 
ſubjef ſhe may nor be fillily adyaunced ; her honour 
and ſubjettron may well brooke one another ; neither 
1s ſhe ſo much a ſubject , but {he may be, and mult be 
honoured ; nor yet{o much honoured, but (he may, & 
mult be ſubiefed. God would hauec thele two tempe- 
red, not oppoſed, he requires they ſhould dwell toge- 
ther, not expell one another. 

Thirdly, a Wite being a Crowne, requireth m41m- 
tenance, 


EF 
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tenance, & it is the Huſbands duty to giuelo much, 
as ir15 requitite tor her to baue ; and that 15 as much, 

as his eſtate (with the welberng of it every way) will af 
ford. The Crowne muſt be manitayn'd , it 15 for the 
honour and ſatery of the King, and of the content- 
mentofthe ſubjects, that it hauc ſuch ſupportation as 
15 meere. The v cry appellation ot a crowne doth car- 
ry aneceliity herot with it,and controlethfuch as tule 
in the performance otit. And of rhele , two forts are 
to be taxed. Somearc in the one extreame of avarice, 

ſome inthe other of being too profuſe. Otthe former 
we hnde many Hul bands who arcſoe hyde-bounde 
towards their Wiucs , thatw:/{rngly they can afford 
them litle ornothing, being more - fic of bale niggar- 
dice, then was Naball that ſottiſh churle; for we doe 
not read , that he was hard to Abieall, butto David. 


Thele cloſe fiſted followes,rob the Wite of that wherof 


ſhe is worthy, and in ſo doing proclayme themlclves 
vnworthy, of a Wite of any worth. Others againe, arc 
ſo open-handed and free-harted , thatthey\ pend they 
Carenot what v pon their wiues, bur /ay it on, and let 
chem /ay zt out (o laviſhly, without w {dome or mo- 
deration,thar, they that obſerve it, doe rather laugh 
at their folly , then applaude their bounty: Both chele;, 
arc vnder moſt iuſt reprehenſion. And ive are Wines 
as well as Huſbands , tor they arc ſick of both theſe di- 
ſeaſes. Some, who haue happy Huſ bands whoſe hart, 
and ate, alloweth treely what 15 fitt, haue ſuch Jung. 
kill affefions , that either they will not provide it, 
though they may hauc it; or it it be providedro their 
hand they will releruc it , to fill cheites, and feede 
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moathes , rather then creddit him with the vvea- 
ring of it , whoſe kindnes did ſoc lovirg!y prepare It, 

1 his is: afoule evill,and vaworthy a Woman, who 2s 
the Wife, & ſhould be the Crowne of this worthy Hul- 
band, whome in this practiſe {ſhe doth not Honor, but 
diſzrace : Bur I necdenot ſpend many words about 
it,tor I tinde but few yet ſome)intected with it. Other 
Waiucs are as wyde the other way , who will exceede 
their Huſbands abz/:ry , in needles bravery, who mult 
and will haue it, though they bezgarthe Kine, to 
maintainc & AGOrne thei crowne.lris aprincipicamong 
proud Dames, th: ar | "what they affe a, & the faſhion H, 
they may not want | or they will not , come oft it what 
vill; they care not to carry their Hut bands eſtate, in 
One ſue. | could lay more , but may nor (ourtime 

being much over- -ſpent) this only I acide : . they that 
arc ju#tly noted forthis tault , are ealouſly ſuſpetted of 
Cad other, torit may be obſerved often (rf not ever ) 
that [much honeſty,and too much bravery, ſeldome dwell 
together], A man would be loath to giuc ſo much tor 
all the bet qualityes ot (ome of thelc, as one of their 
worſt coates coſt. It is hard to ſav who 1s moſt blame. 
worthy whether the Huſbands or Wiucs thus offen- 
ding, burſurc 1t1s, the cvillsare ſhame-full on both 
tides, and (cither way z/ veſcemmy this honorable 
citate. Let Huſbands be wiſe to eiuethe Witc what is 
belonging to her. Let Mines þ c ſober, and ſatiſfied w ith 
that which is fitt:1r1is baſein the Hul band to witholde 
ſo mach ; it were groſſe in the Wite to deſire more. And 


To Wiucs. this is all we hauc to lay to Huſbands trom hence. 


VVearc now tolct vpon Wes , who are lo digni- 
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fyed here in our text, and in many other places , bur 
their 412nity, doth not abolil h their 4uty ; if any doc 
thinke toc lether haue no hoxor, till the hauc learned 
todoec her homage. VVell : yertheyare CROWNES, 
God call's chems ſoc. Truc ; but /w:thall) know, that 
he who beſ{towerh ths excellency vpon you, requires Obcdience, 
ſome duty trom you ; let vs now {co what that 1s. 
Firſt, it the w ite be the CROW NE, it ftolloweth 
in all g004d reaton that the Huſbandisrthe KING, 
whome ſhe muſt acknowled 'g, andobey inall ma- 
trimonaall Loyalty and /oue. It any thall make quel- 
tion of this conſequence, we will doubt wherher the 
be a Woman , or ſome wit leſſe creatare , but , out of 
doubr, ſhe is farre enough trom beinga Crow ne. 
All ſence conlent'sto this, as right and good : | being 
the Crowne, my Hul band 15 the « inz , he mult rule, 
I mult obey . heteach,11carne ; he Jiipoſe,/tubmir ; 
there muit bein me a wiſe mt xture of loue and feare, 
my ſubmiſſion and my affettion mult be both free and 
faithfull ento him, who is my matrimoniall Lord and 
Souveratgne, and vnto whome,I oughtto ſtoope in all 
ſeemely [crvice, & obedience. 
The Proverb is [there i is no (ervice to a King but cear- 
tainly,there is no Kings ſervice to thu,tor why?Kings 
can giue the greateſt aboutthem , but rewards iv he "N 
they haue done their beſt : but the Hut band 9tu'cs 
the Wite hmſelf tor her obedience ; ſo admirably ho- 
norable is it in a Wite,truly ro honour her Huſband. 
Nothing graceth a Wite like her daty ; nothing 40. 
nourethher like humility ; neither can any ching vile. 
f1,or defame her more, then rebellion againlt ham, 
S2 whome 
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whome ſhe ought to reverence, An vndurtifullwife is 
a home-rebell,a 7 de ; and let her that 1s ſucha 
one, know ; that, wherin her matrimoniall King may 
not,or cannot couch her , incaſe of her delinquence, 
the King of Kings, the Lord Godalmighty,will reach 
her, and (in hisju {t wrath be avenged on her, and en- 
force char (crvice, which had ſhe done him cherefully, 
it had bcene comfortable, as now to doe it by con- 
ftraint 15 miſerable. 


Honour. Secondly , the wite being her Huſbands Crowne, it 


Note we 


Pro. z1.22.2 


is her duty to grace him; and good reaſon, tor this 1s 
the plaine Eneliſh ot this borron ed word [CROW NE} 
and the only realon,ot this honorable appellation. This 
title cannotgrace her, vnletle the (firſt) grace him. 
1, For, yore well & of all other, ler women note it beſt) 
a VVomanis not called a Crowe ſimply , and of her 
ſelf , asit the were (o,confidered abſolutely,and alone, 
but relatively ,and only inreferenceto her Huſband ; 
not as a Woman, but as a gracious Woman , and a Wife: 
{o faith our text thar ſhe 1s [the Crowne of her Huſ. 
band that which ſhe s, Che is in \regard of him. Andto 
ſay as the truthis, much of a Huſ bands honor may 
lyeinhis wife , tor among many excellent marks ot 
a good wite this is one which a Woman gave,thatſher 
Fe Huſband is a knowne, to be a renowned man , a man tas 
eminent among the beſt that ſit in the gates] And we 


Ruth, 4. 11, Tcadinthar benedit1on of Ruths marriage with Boaz, 


the people pray for her , tothe end [that he may be 
famous] lignitying, , chat ſhe might doe much to- 
ward his honour and reputation. 

And it you Women would remember and ponder 
this 


FO 
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this well, that this glory 1s yours becauſe of vs, and 
that you holde it 7 our right, & by no other tle, or 
tenure, butas youare our glory , & honour ; we might 
be bolde toafſure our (clues 1t would be 4 curbe to 
your pride , and vanity , anda mighty encouragment 
to your obedience & duty; yea an excellent band,to 
bynde you tovs , becauſe we preſume youare lo bun- 
gry after your glory,that it conſcience could not,crea- 
dit would entorce you, to regard and grace vs ; {cing 
that, vntill you haue donc it 70 vs , 1t15 not due to you. 
Know, that it is your honour, to honor vs ; we mult be 
attually acknowledged your Kings, before you can be 
entituled our Crownes : and then you haue right to 
this title, and not before, All your excellexcy , de- 
pends vpon the doing of your duty, thence only 
70u haue it. Doethe one , and coy the uther. To 
be a Woman , and to be aWrfe, isnotenoughto be 
a Crowne , a man may haue one that is both thelſc, 
and yet, ſhethat he hath, may be a ſhame vnto him. 
There go'es more then two words tothis bargaine ; 
to beaWoman, aWife, and gractons, doc bletle het 
thatis ſoe and make him happy, who enioye's ſuch 
a one; it you be tound 1445, you cannotfaile of your 
glory. Goe and learne what ths ©, and evermore re- 
member well, that all your excellency is wrapped 
and twiſted vp , in the renowne we receiue from you; 
and whatſoever you challenge this way , is then tobe 
payd to you,when ours 15 1n thetirſt place)performed 

to vs, from you. 
Say not in your (clues,that if you be no Crewnes to 
Vs, WCare no K7gs over you; that argumentation 
d 3 15 


A ——_ —  — 


Brier rata ch eaves 


4 
To Chluldren. 
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is idle; you cannot be even with vs foe : no, no, the 
odds 1s Ours, it1s with vs as with Kings, whoarc Sos 
veraignes, as well over bad ſubjettsas good, ycaover 
rebells (in right) alſo, as of thoſe thatare /oyall vnto 
the. Every Huſbands his Wiucs King; though every 
Wife be not her Hut bands crowne. Indeede , we arc 
happrer Kings, it you be our crownecs , but it you be 
not ; yet know, we doenot loſe our prehemmence , by 
your diſobediexce. So thatnow (you ſce! there is no 
ſtanding vpon tearmes with vs, ſccing that, vpon no 
tcarmes , you may be accounted our crownes , till 
you haue received graces from God , and em yen 
them to grace vs, and fo delcrved your great honour, 
by your good demeanor. Endeavor theretore to that; 
careto be dutitull;the other will offer it{elt; you can- 
not but be honorable, both with God, and man. And 
this isall we lay to wiucs, 

Thus haue we ſayd lome thing to 4ll forts of mar. 
ried perſons : now (cr'ewe giue over) it is mecte we 
ſ; ecke to ſuchas are v»marred yet, but may cnter on 
this eſtate in due time : a word therfore we would 
hauc with C#:{2ren,and that is this. That conſidering 
the premutles, they muſt beintormed, that itis their 
part, & durty,toadude their beſt cares, to their parents 
torclayd endeavours , toward the attaincment of that 
honour, vvherof vve haue now ſpoken. Some c/1- 
dren haue n0 parents : {me hauc parents, that haue no 
careto helpe torward their beſt happines ; the more 
d|1genrandregardtull doth it become them to be, 
who want ſuch meanes of their good. Buradmirt all 
children had ſuch parcnts , as Looke all care —_— 

all 


Fa 
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and ſtill ſtriving with God for them : vyhat were all 
the deſires, and endeavonrs of the moſt holy and indu- 
ſtrious parents ; if the childe hauc not a hart to doe 
his owne part. We haueno reaſon to thinke that 
Abraham was behinde for /ſhmaell , ether 1n prayer 
to God for him , or in the pradſe of any good 


thing vpon him; the Lord doth witnes vnto vs that Gen. 17. 18, 
he was faurbful in both , yer is not /bmae{{any whitt ©£9.15. 19» 


the better, becauſc he was wanting #0 Himſelf in what 
he (allo) ſhould haue done for h1mfelf. Parents can- 
notdoecall, and performe their owne and their ch1- 
drens parts alſo. The good which the parent doth en- 
deavour , cannot come vnto the ch11de, 1t he neglect 
himſclf. And theretore, all children, that ever hope 
to be happy,in this (or any other) eſtate, muſt moſt 
humbly, and ſincerily (eeke the face of the Lord , and 
berake themiclues to him , who will crowneall ſuch, 


as in their ſoules doe come vnto him. He 1s the father Fph 3.15, 
of all that 1s called father; he is the father of ſpirits, and Hab. 12.9, 


b 


hexthar gathereth ws wp (& doth become a father to vs ) Pia 


when the fathers of our bodyes doe forſake vs ; to him 
we mult ſecke,to him we mult ſick; it is he that muſt 
fit vs to be what we may be, cither Huſbands, Wines, 
Fathers, Mothers, Maſters :and as [without him} , we 
cannot beſuch ; ſo neither [without vs]will he make 
vs ſuch;thart 15 to fay,as it cannot be without hs kind. 
es, loncither ſhall it be without our care. His mercy, 
and our duty, his favour and our prayer , muſt meete, 
and kifle each other, which it they doe, (and we fazle 
not betore him) he cannot faile to doe vs good, bur 


there [halbe aþured , & moſt ſweete corrclpondence, 
S 4 bC- 
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Eph. 3.20. 


Iam.4.7. 
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berweene him and vs ; the harmony wilbe heavenly, 
when his #:ndxes ſhall joyne to our obedrence;he will 
not hyde his tace from thoſe , that hartily looke vnto 
him ; but will »*folde his tarherly hart , and open the 
fountaine of grace,toall thatarec thus \ pright before 
him. 

In thus doing ſhall [you] children , appeare, and 
approue your (clues to be the children , as well of 
your heavenly , as of your earthly father, & he will ac- 
knowledg you, & honour you, (though hey ſhould 
not ; and when they cannot)in cndles happines, with 
himftell. 

Burt otherwile , if this be not done, for your beſt- 
being youare vndore ; the good endeavours of your 
parents { hall 4:ſcharg the conſcience of it to them , & 
revenge the contempt ot it vpon you. Butit you hall 
cleaue to him v#faynedly{o will heto you gractonſly, 
giving vnto you beyond whatlocver either your 
parents, or your ſelves, could af ke or thinke, caſting in 
ſuchan vnſpeakable overplus of all good, as you can- 
not apprehend,till you doe poſeſe. Draw neere to him 
then , (0 yce children, ) and he (45 a father ) will draw 
NCCTCTO YOu. His tavour was never farre TO lecke, 
of any that faithfully (ought him. 

Now our laſt words we intendrto all, that hauc, 
doe, orever may, enter vpon this eſtate ; and vnto 
every one of themdorh this rruthſpeake , in the due 
ponderation of the particulers arcady revealed : and 
ſurcly ſuchas are wiſe, will th#s conlider with them 

clues. 

15 the Wife a Crowne ? i the Huſband a King? 

0c 
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then ; to the married I ſay, yet not 1, but the Lord; 1et 1 Cor.y, 14. 


them labourto hue ſo holily, and happily together, 
as it becometh them , that beare ſuch eloriows titles, 
that the Lord who gaze them , may be glorrfyed in 
your enjoyment of them. Anil ro the vnmarred, 
ſuchasf{hall,orever will, aymear this eſtate ; ſeing (0 
It 15,45 we haue ſcenc, letit be your carclo affectiona. 
zely, to beg all firrnes b:fore-hand that you may enter 
v pon this eſtate with honour and comfort to your 
felues, and goe on 1n it , and inductime) finiſbit, to 
rhe honour of that God , who is the glorious author, 
and foundcr of it, 

Finally, toall in general, & to cach one in particu. 
lar, that are already entred,or doc intend this eſtate: 
I adviicand counſellthem , to bow their harts and 
knees betore the Lord,to beg of him,and to beleech 
his majeſty that of his free grace, he will pleaſe to g/o- 
rify himſelf, ſoe in our naturall matrimony one with 
another, thatin it , we may be turthered in the mite 
call match betweenc him and vs ; that Huſband and 
Wife , may inſuch ſort manage their marriage, that 
this Crowne matrimoniall may be (as 1t were) the har- 
bingcr of that which is immortall to the wite; and that 
ro the Huſband , the being of the King of a family, 
may be the fore-runner, of being a King (with the 
King of Kings) in 2lory; that the vmion of cach to 
other during naturall life , may bethe earneſt penny, 
of the eternall vnion of both to the Lord of life , for 
ever andever. 

Thatſoe, when the day of divorce and ſeparation 

T {hall 
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ſhall come ; cither by death,or by judgement ; both 
Match, 22. 39. may be joyned to the Lord : and (ſerng in the reſurrec. 
3 Cor.5.1% tion, there ſhalbe no marriage , nor giving in marriage, 
nor any knowlede of any after the fleſh) he may be 
pleaſed thentrorake vs to himſelf, and marry vs to 
the Lambe, even the Lord leſus, whole Bride, (and he 
our bleſſed Bridegome) our loules doe deſire and long 
to be ; rhat we may hcarc thoſe heavenly voices 
ſounding ſweetly in our cares : [Behold the marriage 
of the Lamb t come, and his Bride hath made her ſelf 
ready. Bleſſed are they that are called to the mariag ſup. 
per of the Lamb]. Evcn © faith the Spirit and the 
Bride Come:even lo ſaith every taithtull and beloved 
ſoule , who loverh, and looketh , and longerh, forthe 
ſame, Come: Come Lord leſus ; Come Lambe of God ; 
King of ſaints, Head of thy Church ; Huſgand of thy 
Spouſe ; come and make this temporary marriage of 
myne , according to thine ordinance , 0 end , inthat 
endles glory of thy faints inheritance;rhat when once, 
we ccalc to be cach others any more on earth , we 
may both be thine cvermore 1 heaven, there 10 ſitt 
downe with Abraham,and Iſaac, and lacob, and all thy * 
dearcfaints , to praile and laude thy gloricusname 
foreverand ever: Amen, Amen , cycnlo bc it,ſfauith 
my loule. AMEN. 


Rey.19.$. 9. 


Glory be to God on hizh. 


